Illinois State University

Department of Geography/Geology

Principles of Geology, GEO 102 (3 Credit Hours)

Spring 2012
Lecture – EDW  235- Capen Auditorium;  M, W, F (9:00 - 9:50)

Laboratory - FHS 109 or FHS 110; Your lab day/time is specific to the section your registered in.
Instructor: William E. Shields

Email: weshiel@ilstu.edu   

Room: FHS 203
Phone: 438-7479
Office Hours: whenever I'm in.  No appointment needed. You can schedule an appointment if you need.

Recommended Text: Essentials of Geology – Third Edition, Author: Stephen Marshak
Publisher: Norton, ISBN: 978-0-393-93238-6
Required Lab Manual: Principles of Geology Lab Manual, Author: William Shields

Computer: Access to Internet

Class Web Page:  http://lilt.ilstu.edu/weshiel
Course Description: An examination of Earth materials, Earth’s history, and processes.

Aims and Objectives
To promote active learning through laboratory projects, student activities, and demonstrations.  To promote integrated science by showing the interrelationships among the sciences and our understanding of the nature of the Earth and Earth processes.

Lecture
There are three lectures per week.  Most of the material presented in lecture can be augmented with recommended readings from the textbook and web sites.   Notes and PowerPoint presentations for each lecture are posted on the class web page.  

Laboratory
There is one laboratory section per week.  Each laboratory exercise is designed to investigate a geologic concept.  Most laboratory activities are collaborative but each student is responsible for their own work.

Extra Credit:  There will be NO extra credit available in this class.

Expectations
Regular attendance in lecture and laboratory sessions is mandatory.  Diligent and timely completion of all assignments is expected.  Points will be deducted for work completed late and assignments turned in late.  Students will be expected to come to class prepared.  This includes bringing lecture notes.

Evaluation Devices
· There will be four one-hour examinations in the lecture portion of the course.  This includes the non-comprehensive final.  
· There will also be two lab examinations.  
· All homework and quizzes will be included in the lab portion of the class score.  
· Quizzes cannot be made up, but accommodations will be made for University related excuses. 
· Expect unannounced attendance quizzes in lecture.
· All necessary accommodations will be made for University-sanctioned absences and those with disability concerns.

Policy on make-up exams
All exam dates are listed in the class schedule.  If you must miss an exam, contact me at least 24 hours before hand.  Arrangements can usually be made for you to take the exam (at my discretion).  If you miss an exam and have not contacted me, you may not be allowed to make up the exam.  This will be handled on a case-by-case basis.  Makeup exams may be in essay format and taken in my office.
The Course Grade 

The lecture portion of the class will account for 80% of the class grade and the lab portion will account for 20%.  The lab grade consists of 1/3 from homework and quizzes, 1/3 from lab exercises, and 1/3 from the lab exam.  

Lecture

80 %    

Lab

20 %
Total

100 %
Grades will be assigned as follows: 

A) 90% or better

B) 80% - 89.9%

C) 70% - 79.9%

D) 60% - 69.9%

F) below 60%

Tools for Success

Attend class.

Download, read, and bring to class the notes posted on our web page.

Download and preview the PowerPoint presentations.
Read suggested readings from the textbook.
Download and use exam study guides.

Make use of my office hours. 
Visit the TA office hours.  You may attend and TA office hours, not just your TA.

Review for lab exams in Learning Resource Center (FHS 203).

