Groundwater

Zone of aeration - the area above the water table where openings are in the material are filled

        with air.
Capillary fringe – narrow zone just above the water table where water is pulled upward.

Water table – the upper level of the saturated zone. Separates the zone of aeration from the zone of saturation.
Zone of saturation – the zone where all opening are filled with water.

Porosity – the volume of open spaces in rock or soil.

· pore spaces`
· fractures (joints)

· vesicles

· cavities

Permeability – a measure of a material’s ability to transmit water.
Aquifer – groundwater transmitted freely

  – permeable rock or sediment that transmits water in a quantity great enough to be of use.
Aquitard – retards flow 

Confined (artesian) aquifer - is overlain by a confining layer
Aquiclude – excludes flow

Unconfined Aquifer - water table is the top

Effluent Stream - gains water

Influent Stream - losses water

Cone of Depression – a cone-shaped depression of the water talbe surrounding a well after

     
 pumping.

Karst – geologic features created by the dissolution of carbonate bedrock.
· Dissolution cavities

· Caves

· Sink holes

· Sinking streams

