Psy 418: Theories of learning

Dr. Val Farmer-Dougan

Fall, 2011
Review Paper Assignment
You may choose from two different paper assignments:

1. Typical review paper of a historical learning theory/perspective.

2. A written summary of your personal perspective regarding how humans learn, with annotated bibliography.

3. The paper is due on December 1, by 4 pm. A hard copy of the paper must be in my DeGarmo mailbox or in my lab mailbox by this time (you can send me a file copy, but also must give me a hard copy). Late papers will be penalized 10 points per day.

Option 1: Historical Learning theory review:
1. This paper will take the form of a traditional review paper. 

2. You should first introduce the theory or theorist which you will be critiquing, and outline the major historical events which lead to the development of the theory. 

3. Following this should be a detailed description and critique of the learning theory including (but not limited to) the following:


a. What are the major assumptions of this theory.


b. What research or applications emerged from this research, and how did this research influence modern psychology.

4. Finally, describe how this learning theory fits into today’s theoretical assumptions regarding learning and cognition. That is, is this theory still in use today, and if so, how has it been adapted or applied to modern research and application.


Your paper should be approximately 10-12 pages in length, and must include a minimum of 10 references used in the paper. At least 3 of those references must be within the last 5 years.

Option 2: Development of a personal perspective statement regarding learning:
1. This paper will take the form of a written handout or position paper. This paper should be written for the educated layperson, such that it could be handed out as part of a workshop, to parents stating your position on how children learn, or to clients to clarify your viewpoints on how individuals learn in their environments. 

2. The paper should first define learning, and then describe the theoretical position that you have developed regarding learning.


a. Start with a summary paragraph or two (or three).


b. Support each major point with additional information citing the theorist from whom you adopted your theoretical points. (For example, Skinner (1938) noted that positive reinforcement resulted in faster learning and better maintaining of the behavior than punishment).


c. summarize these points again, to make a nice, concise summary of how you believe individuals learn.

3. The second part of the paper should be an annotated bibliography:


a. include the references cited in the first part of the paper.


b. add additional references (2-3 per major point) that individuals may use to “read more about it”


c. the annotated bibliography should include the full citation, and then a short paragraph describing what that reading is about/summarizes the reading (not quite as long as an abstract- no more than 100 words).

4. You should have between 10 and 15 references total. At least 5 of the references should be from the last 5 years.

