Psy 418 Theories of Learning
Fall, 2011
Dr. Val Farmer-Dougan
Study guide for Test 2.
Format of the test: I will give you 6 of the following questions. You are to write out the answer to 5 of the 6 questions.

1. How do Skinner’s version of the law of effect and Thorndike’s version of the law of effect differ in how they describe reinforcers and punishers in operant conditioning? Is this an important distinction? Why or why not.  Do they both describe operant conditioning?

2. Briefly describe the four basic reinforcement schedules (VI, VR, FI, FR) and how behavior patterns should be different between each of them. Be sure and give a real world example for each type of schedule.

3. How does extinction during operant conditioning differ from extinction during classical conditioning? Why is this important to know in clinical settings?

4. What does Herrnstein mean by "matching"? His 1970 equation was P = kR/R + Ro.  Explain what P, k, R and Ro are, and how this equation can demonstrate that an animal “matches”.

5. Baum's (1974) generalized matching law is: B1/B2= k(R1/R2)a.  What does B1, B2, k, R1, R2 and a stand for (hint, I use a b instead of k)? What does “matching” mean, according to this equation?

6. According to Baum’s matching law, what is undermatching?  What might cause undermatching? What is bias?  What might cause bias?

7. What is behavioral contrast (briefly describe the phenomenon). Show how Baum’s Generalized Matching Law predicts this. Give a real world example of how understanding the Generalized Matching Law might help you better utilize a reinforcement program.

8. What is Meehl’s view of reinforcement? What is Premack's definition of reinforcement. How is this different from Meehl’s view? Which is more accurate, and why?

9. What is meant by disequilibrium, according to disequilibrium theory?  What is response deprivation and response satiation?  Finally, how is the disequilibrium model an improvement over Premack’s model?   

10. Describe three applied/clinical techniques that can be explained using a disequilibrium model viewpoint. Why might this disequilibrium model be an improvement in how we view reinforcement and punishment?

11. Timmy is a small, small boy with big, big behavior problems.  He is enrolled in a regular classroom, but has several teachers and therapists working with him during each school day. Timmy displays a wide variety of behaviors, such as headbanging and other self-injurious behaviors. At the same time, Timmy is rarely “in his place” (that is, he runs around the classroom), rarely completes his school work, and basically is a little hellion. However, he is currently on a rich reward system- as long as he hasn’t bitten or hit anyone he comes home with about 50 stickers and a back-pack full of candy.  You see, his reinforcement program is such that he receives stickers for "being good" in math, candy for "being good" in language arts, and both for attending to the teacher in her social skills group.  Now, the homeroom teacher has been having trouble getting Timmy to pay attention lately, so he has implemented a token system where Timmy can earn BOTH candy and stickers for staying in his seat during homeroom. But, it’s not working.  Knowing what you do about the matching law (either Herrnstein's version or Baum's version)- what are all these therapists and teachers "doing wrong" (or is it Timmy that simply needs to be “fixed”)? What would you suggest they do differently, and WHY?

12. Do animals show imitation and modeling? Give evidence to support your answer!

13. [bookmark: _GoBack]Describe the four critical processes involved in Bandura’s theory. What is the role of reinforcement in this process, according to Bandura? Briefly, do you agree or disagree, and why?

14.  Answer the following from Bandura’s point of view” Why do children imitate some behaviors that they observe, but not others?

15. Why are the concept of pragnanz and the statement “the whole is greater than the sum of its parts” so critical for Gestalt Psychology? Do you agree with the Gestaltists regarding the importance of these statements?

16. Explain transposition and peak shift from first a Gestalt and then a behavioristic point of view. Which is more accurate, and when and why?

17. Summarize the characteristics of insightful learning. Can this type of learning be “taught” or elicited in the classroom or in clinical settings? Why or why not?

18. Are American (public) schools based more on a Gestalt model of learning, a behavioristic model of learning, or a hybrid of these two? Explain your answer.

19. Why can Tolman’s theory be considered a combination of Gestalt and behaviorism? Why is his theory called purposive behaviorism? 

20. According to Skinner, Tolman, and Bandura, is reinforcement a learning or performance variable? Which theorist do you believe most accurately describes the effect of reinforcement on learning/performance, and why?




