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Test 2

Answer each of the following questions as thoroughly as possible. Be sure to support your answers with information and citations from the class readings.

Test is due NO LATER than MONDAY May 3rd  at 4 p.m.

1. Do animals optimize their foraging behavior? That is, do they always make the choice which provides the most reward, or do they use a general rule that gets them “good enough” reward. 

a. If they do, explain how you know this, and provide evidence to support your answer.

b. If they do not, explain the type of “mistakes” or non-optimization behavior they might make. Be sure and give evidence to support your answer.
2. Several authors discuss how well animals compete against one another, or what may be termed “relative competitive ability”. 
a. Define what you think might be meant by relative competitive ability.

b. How might relative competitive ability affect reward sensitivity?

c. What factors might be most important in competitive ability? 
-Be sure to support your answer with evidence from the readings.
3. Summarize at least 5 factors that affect foraging success (e.g., environmental or physical arrangement of the environment, species differences, kleptoparasitism, shoaling, predation risk). 
a. Include specific examples showing how different animals exhibit different behaviors, and the factors that may be behind these differences. 
b. Give examples from articles read in class to support your answer.
4. Explain why understanding competition in social settings may be important for psychologists. 
a. How can determining how animals forage in groups, what roles each animal in the group takes on, and what variables affect these roles help us understand the behavior of humans?

b. Describe an example of human competition that might be better understood now that you have knowledge of competition in non human animals.

5. You have spent the semester studying animal learning and behavior. Now for the most difficult question of all. What is the most important concept you can take out of this course, and how can you apply it to your future employment or career? Be sure to give specific examples.
