Psy 331.03 Laboratory in Operant Conditioning

Spring, 2010
Dr. Val Farmer-Dougan
The final paper is due no later than the final exam period (Wednesday, May 5th by 3:00 pm).

Individual Final Papers (150 points) 

The paper should contain the following parts:

1. An introduction to your group project. Use information from your test and the readings to develop a “literature search”. The introduction should provide in introduction to the area, include background research to support your study, and make a case as to why you did what you did.
2. A methods section for your project: Using your best Psy 231 skills. Use the links on the class homepage for a semi-complete methods section but be sure it includes the following and is finished and grammatically correct: 
a. Who your subject(s) were

b. What “apparatus” or equipment you used

c. What behavior(s) you measured and how you measured it

d. Your procedure: order of presentation, etc. (e.g., baseline, random pairings, etc.)

e. How you compared your “conditions” to determine if there has been any change

f. Hint: See the link- there is a “rough” methods section…..adjusts this to fit your paper!
3. Results: Using the results handouts that are distributed in class, write up:
a. The results of for sensitivity to reward (matching)
b. Describe significant changes across the groups and conditions.

c. You will need both a visual display and a written description 
d. Describe in words what happened. If you are relying on what you saw in the foraging box, use “informal observation suggests that…..”
e. Include your graphs and tables.
4. Your discussion section should
a. Summarizes what you did

b. Evaluates the effectiveness of your intervention: was it effective, did it match your predictions, and how do you know.

c. Addresses what you might have done differently, what data you might wish you had obtained. 

d. Evaluate the effectiveness of your project: Did it work?

e. Finally, critique the semester: Did you learn about conducting animal research- and what did you learn?

Your introduction, methods and results can be a group effort. However, EACH individual student should write THEIR OWN discussion section.
