PSY 111 – Fall 2008
Library Research Assignment

Dr. Val Farmer-Dougan

Answer the questions in #3 through #7 in a short typed double-spaced paper.

1. Briefly summarize the Time magazine article that you read before the library class. Summarize the article in a well-written paragraph. Be sure to answer the following questions (a) What is the main point of the article? (b) What research is being described? (c) What conclusions were made about the research?

2. Summarize the research paper you found on PsycINFO in a well-written paragraph in which you answer the following questions: (a) What is the main point of the research paper? (b) What sections are included in the research paper (for example, methods section, results section)? (c) Who were the participants/subjects? (d) What did the participants/subjects do? (e) What were the results of the study? (f) What were the researchers’ conclusions? (Most of this information can be found in the abstract of the research paper).

3. Compare the research paper to the Time magazine article. Be sure to answer the following questions: 
a.  What is different about how the research paper describes research and how the Time magazine article describes research? 
b. Based on your reading of the research article, do you think the author of the Time article accurately report the research paper results? Why or why not? 
c. Did the Time article misrepresent or over simplify what was actually reported in the research article (if so, give evidence)? Why might they do this?
4. Respond to the following questions in a paragraph: 
a. Why do you think research papers include so much detail about the participants/subjects and the way the study was done? 
b. Why is it important for the research paper to report statistics and data in the results? 
c. Why don’t popular articles report as much detail? 
d. Did the accuracy of the Time article suffer by omitting some of the detail? Why or why not?

5. After reading both the original research paper and the Time magazine article, how accurate do you believe the popular magazine article was? 
6. Knowing what you know now, would you rely on a popular magazine article to accurately reflect psychological research? Why or why not?

Time Magazine Articles

PSY 111 – Fall 2006

- Articles have reference to at least 2 researchers

1. SECRETS OF THE SHY.

Why so bashful? Science finds something complex--and cunning--behind the curtain 
http://www.mlb.ilstu.edu/cgi-bin/redirect.cgi?http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=16552800&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost&scope=site
2. The New Science of HAPPINESS.

What makes the human heart sing? Researchers are taking a close look. What they've found may surprise you

http://www.mlb.ilstu.edu/cgi-bin/redirect.cgi?http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=15599300&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost&scope=site
3. Thank God It's MONDAY!

If workers feel engaged and content at work, they're more productive. How to make jobs so satisfying that employees want to say ... 

http://www.mlb.ilstu.edu/cgi-bin/redirect.cgi?http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=15599414&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost&scope=site
4. WHY WE SLEEP.

You may think it's for your body, but it's really for your brain. The latest research is full of surprises

http://www.mlb.ilstu.edu/cgi-bin/redirect.cgi?http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=15343369&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost&scope=site
5. WHAT MAKES YOU WHO YOU ARE. 

Which is stronger--nature or nurture? The latest science says genes and your experience interact for your whole life

http://www.mlb.ilstu.edu/cgi-bin/redirect.cgi?http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=9865183&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost&scope=site
6. The Funny Thing About LAUGHTER

It's no joke: laughing may be one of nature's cleverest tricks for keeping us healthy and safe

http://www.mlb.ilstu.edu/cgi-bin/redirect.cgi?http://search.epnet.com/login.aspx?direct=true&db=aph&an=15599360&loginpage=Login.asp&site=ehost&scope=site
