English 560:  Seminar in Selected Areas of Literature

Literature, Culture, and the Pedagogy of Multiculturalism 

Fall 2002

Professor Susan Kalter 




Class meeting time:  M 5:30-9:20, Stv 347B

Office hours:  T 2-5 and by appointment

Office location, phone and email:  Stv 420D, 438-7859, smkalte@ilstu.edu

Course Description

As a required seminar for doctoral students in English Studies at ISU, English 560 focuses on the relationship between curricular and pedagogical theories and the study of literature.  Multiculturalism has had an enormous impact on the study and teaching of literature; yet it remains ill-defined and highly contested both from within and from the outside.  This course is designed to explore pertinent issues surrounding efforts to teach in a multicultural spirit and to provoke us to examine our own assumptions, methods, and purposes in engaging multiculturalism in the literature classroom.  A committed engagement with critical and theoretical approaches to literature will be expected of all students.  

Evaluation for this class will be based on the following:

Intensive reading and active, informed participation (20%)

One oral presentation based upon one or more of our weekly readings and subsequent leading of class discussion on this text (10%)

An autobiography of your learning and teaching with a teaching philosophy geared to the academic job market (10%)

A group project involving teaching strategies for one of our several “case studies” including at least 5 pages of write-up per group (15%)

A teaching project in which you design an undergraduate syllabus, a rationale and goals, and one day’s class plan, appropriate to your area of concentration, that in some substantial way addresses or engages with multiculturalist pedagogy (20%) 

A research paper of approximately 15 pages (25%)

The oral presentations should be conceived as critical responses to the texts using both methodological and rhetorical analysis.  You may choose to address some or all of the following questions:  What are the main points of a given argument?  What presuppositions inform the critic’s approach?  How does it differ from other treatments of the same or similar topic?  What is good about it?  What issues does it not address adequately?  What is at stake for the writer?  For the methodological analysis, you should also consider how the writer structures his or her research in order to compose the article of the given scope, where gaps appear in this structuring, and where the structuring fills gaps previously left unfilled.  For the rhetorical analysis, you should speak to the manner in which the use of language in the article promotes or hinders the writer’s stated and unstated aims.

Organizational Theory of the Course

Locating our Teaching and Learning in World History (August 19)

“Old” multiculturalism vs. Critical multiculturalism/”Teaching the Conflicts”

Why Multiculturalism?

The Institutions We Teach and Learn in (August 26 through September 16)

English Studies v. Comparative Literature v. Traditional Disciplinarity

Transforming American literary & cultural studies

History of the Profession

The research-teacher model vs. the publish-or-perish mentality

What we teach (September 23 through October 14)

Teaching Orality and Resisting Litero-centrism?

The Postcolonial

Culture as depth in time, not just breadth in geography?

Literary vs. Cultural Studies (what we are allowed to look at in the classroom; what we allow ourselves to look at in the classroom)

Teaching Criticism/Theory to undergraduates and graduate students

Why we teach (October 21, October 28)

Bakhtin and the Theory of the Act

The Question of the Humanities in a Science-Driven academy; Defenses of the profession

Attacks on Higher Education, Radicals, “Political Correctness”

How we teach (November 4)

Confrontational pedagogy vs. nonconfrontational pedagogy

Who we teach (what/how/why) (November 11 through November 25)

Discursive authority and/in the classroom:  race, nationality, ethnicity, geopolitics

Feminism/Queer Theory/Gender issues

Sexuality and the Classroom

Class and the Student/Class and the Material/Class and the Method 

Praxis (December 2 through…)

Schedule of Readings

August 19:
Introductions, Organization, Discussion of preliminary reading


** Lawrence Blum, article from Teaching Philosophy

** David Palumbo-Liu, The Ethnic Canon, Introduction

## Scott Michaelsen, The Limits of Multiculturalism, Introduction


** Yehudi O. Webster, Against the Multicultural Agenda, pp. 1-11

** Alvin J. Schmidt, The Menace of Multiculturalism, Chapter 2

** Richard Bernstein, Dictatorship of Virtue, “Advanced Sensitivity”

Rajeswari Mohan, After Political Correctness, “Multiculturalism in the Nineties”


DON’T PANIC!!  JUST READ AS MUCH AS YOU CAN BY MONDAY NIGHT SO THAT WE CAN HAVE A GOOD KICK-OFF.  Don’t worry about the stuff below this line until later.


Richard Bernstein, Dictatorship of Virtue, Prologue (handout)


Arthur Schlesinger, The Disuniting of America (handout)


## Demographics and support centers

** Optional:  Diane Ravitch, article from American Educator

** Optional:  Arthur Schlesinger, The Disuniting of America, Chapter 2
August 26:
** “Reports from English departments. Illinois State University,” Preparing a Nation’s Teachers

Bernheimer book, pp. 1-17, 39-48, 51-65, 77-85, 107-133, 143-154, 175-203


## Websites of University Departments

## Scott Michaelsen, The Limits of Multiculturalism, pp. 1-32


Dr. Kalter’s brief oral lore about the origins of Comp Lit

September 2:
** Donald Pease, article from Boundary 2

** Eva Cherniavsky, article from Boundary 2

** Carolyn Porter, article from American Literary History

** Eric Cheyfitz, article from American Literature

** Jenny Sharpe,  article from Diaspora

## Scott Michaelsen, The Limits of Multiculturalism, pp. 33-58



## Optional:  Susan Kalter, “A Student of Savage Thought”


## Optional:  Susan Kalter, “Finding a Place for David Cusick…”

Case study:  Heath Anthology of American Literature and Norton Anthology of American Literature

September 9:
Professing Literature, pp. 1-118


** Page Smith, Killing the Spirit, “Publish or Perish,”

** Yehudi O. Webster, Against the Multicultural Agenda, pp. 13-26
September 16:
Professing Literature, pp. 121-262


** Yehudi O. Webster, Against the Multicultural Agenda, pp. 26-42

Greenblatt letter
September 23:
Greg Sarris, Keeping Slug Woman Alive, pp. 1-48


** Barbara Mann, article from American Indian Quarterly

## Gerald Vizenor, from Narrative Chance

** Julie Cruikshank, article from American Anthropologist

## V.N. Voloshinov, from Marxism and the Philosophy of Language

## Mikhail Bakhtin, Speech Genres essay


** Yehudi O. Webster, Against the Multicultural Agenda, pp. 42-60

## Optional:  Susan Kalter, Introductory chapter to dissertation

Case studies:
The Tain


The Iroquois complex

September 30:
** Gauri Viswanathan, from Masks of Conquest

** Edward Said, Orientalism, Introduction

## Lisa Lowe, Critical Terrains, Introduction


** Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Decolonising the Mind, “The Quest for Relevance” 


## Alejo Carpentier, “On the Marvelous Real in America”


## Alejo Carpentier, “The Baroque and the Marvelous Real”


##Amaryll Chanady, “The Territorialization of the Imaginary in Latin America” 


** Hall, Stuart, article from Journal of Communications Inquiry

** Yehudi O. Webster, Against the Multicultural Agenda, pp. 69-79

Case study:  Alejo Carpentier, El Reino de Este Mundo/Kingdom of This World
October 7:
## Mikhail Bakhtin, from Rabelais and His World

** R.A. Shoaf, “Literary Theory, Medieval Studies, and the Crisis of Difference,” Reorientations

** Dennis Matthews, Cultivating a Landscape of Peace, “Iroquoia:  Land, World View, and Landscape” 


** Sangari and Vaid, Recasting Women, Introduction

** Yehudi O. Webster, Against the Multicultural Agenda, pp. 79-94

Case studies:  François Rabelais, Gargantua and Pantagruel


The Tain

October 14:
John Mowitt, “Literary Pedagogy in the Context of Cultural Studies,” Class Issues

** Anthony Easthope, “The Subject of Literary and the Subject of Cultural Studies”

** Wendy Rose, “All Aboard the Night Train”

Dianne F. Sadoff, “Frameworks, Materials, and the Teaching of Theory,” TCTU 


John Kucich, “Confessions of a Convert:  Strategies for Teaching Theory,” TCTU

Susan S. Lanser, “The T Word:  Theory as Trial and Transformation of the Undergraduate Classroom,” TCTU

** Yehudi O. Webster, Against the Multicultural Agenda, pp. 101-118

Case studies:  The problem of Haiti; novel vs. videotape; Zora Neale Hurston;




studies of voodoo; Joan Dayan



English 100 as theory case study




English 233, 286, 300, 433 as criticism case study

October 21:
Mikhail Bakhtin, Toward a Philosophy of the Act

## Tzvetan Todorov, Mikhail Bakhtin, Chapter Two


** Morton and Zavarzadeh, “The Crisis of the Subject in the Humanities”

## Rosaura Sanchez, “Testimonials as Dependent Production” 


## Sanchez and Pita, The Squatter and the Don “Introduction”


** Yehudi O. Webster, Against the Multicultural Agenda, pp. 118-129

Case study:
The Squatter and the Don
October 28:
** Peter Shaw, The War Against the Intellect, “The Dark Age of the Humanities”

** John K. Wilson, The Myth of Political Correctness, Chapter One

** Michael Berube, The Employment of English:  Theory, Jobs, and the Future of Literary Studies, “Extreme Prejudice”

Christopher Newfield and Ronald Strickland, “Introduction:  Going Public,” After Political Correctness


Joan Wallach Scott, “The Campaign Against Political Correctness,” APC


Paul Lauter, “Political Correctness and the Attack on American Colleges,” APC


Richard Terdiman, “The Politics of Political Correctness,” APC

Ronald Strickland, “Curriculum Mortis:  A Manifesto for Structural Change,” APC

** Yehudi O. Webster, Against the Multicultural Agenda, pp. 129-143

John K. Wilson, The Myth of Political Correctness, Preface (handout)

November 4:
** Ronald Strickland, article from College English



** bell hooks, “Toward a Revolutionary Feminist Pedagogy”

** Michael Berube, The Employment of English, “Professional Advocates”

** Virginia Anderson, “Confrontational Teaching and Rhetorical Practice,” College Composition and Communication 48.2 (1997):  197-214 at http://www.ncte.org/ccc

## Derek Soles, “Problems with Confrontational Teaching,” College Composition and Communication 49.2 (1998) at http://www.ncte.org/ccc

## Sample job letter


** Yehudi O. Webster, Against the Multicultural Agenda, pp. 143-159

** Michael Ryan, “Deconstruction and Radical Teaching” The Pedagogical Imperative

** R. Radhakrishnan, “Canonicity and Theory,” Teaching/Pedagogy/Politics

Case study:  UC San Diego’s Dimensions of Culture Program, Diversity or 



Imagination

November 11:
Greg Sarris, Keeping Slug Woman Alive, pp. 149-199


** Charles Briggs, article from Cultural Anthropology

** Joyce A. Joyce, “The Black Canon:  Reconstructing Black American 



Literary Criticism” 


** Henry Louis Gates, Jr., “‘What's Love Got to Do with It?’  Critical Theory, 



Integrity, and the Black Idiom”

** Houston A. Baker, Jr., “In Dubious Battle”

** Joyce A. Joyce, “‘Who the Cap Fit’:  Unconsciousness and 



Unconscionableness in the Criticism of Houston A. Baker, Jr., and Henry 



Louis Gates, Jr.”

** Barbara Christian, “The Race for Theory”

** Michael Awkward, “Appropriative Gestures:  Theory and Afro-American 



Literary Criticism”

** bell hooks, “Censorship from Left and Right”


** Michael Awkward, “Negotiations of Power:  White Critics, Black Texts, 



and the Self-Referential Impulse”

Lindon Barrett, “Institutions, Classrooms, Failures,” TCTU


Simon Gikandi, “Theory as Translation,” TCTU

** Yehudi O. Webster, Against the Multicultural Agenda, pp. 169-180
November 18:
Judith Halberstam, “Who’s Afraid of Queer Theory?” Class Issues

** Juliet Flower McCannell, “Resistance to Sexual Theory” 

** “What Does a Teacher Want” section of The Pedagogical Imperative

** Yehudi O. Webster, Against the Multicultural Agenda, pp. 180-195
November 25:
George Lipsitz, “Teaching about Social Class in Public Universities,” Class 



Issues

Alan Wald, “Teaching the Specificity of U.S. Marxism,” Class Issues

Ronald Strickland, “Pedagogy and Public Accountability,” Class Issues

Peter Hitchcock, “The Value of,” Class Issues

Case study:  Student workloads, schedules, budgets

December 2 or 

Finals week:
Group project presentations

** Indicates a reading found in Milner e-reserves or regular reserves

## Indicates a reading available through Dr. Kalter’s website or on loan from her

PAGE  
3

