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English 286:  Prose

Conflict, accommodation, and temporality:  the interfaces of oral and written prose

Fall 2002

Professor Susan Kalter

Class meeting time:  TR 9:35-10:50, Stv 348

Office hours:  T 2-5 and by appointment

Office location, phone and email:  Stv 420D, 438-7859, smkalte@ilstu.edu

Required texts

(in order of appearance)
The Tale of Genji by Murasaki Shikibu

Online readings (see reading schedule below)
The Tain

The Legend of Lord Eight Deer 
Oroonoko by Aphra Behn

Edgar Huntly by Charles Brockden Brown

Dictee by Theresa Hak Kyung Cha

The Last Harmattan of Alusine Dunbar by Syl Cheney-Coker (text on reserve at Milner)

The Fast Red Road by Stephen Graham Jones

Course Description

The undergraduate catalog description for English 286 promises that this course will provide students with a “critical and analytical examination of the nature and historical development of prose literature.”  Yet, if one considers what would be required in order to provide such an examination, it becomes clear that the task cannot be accomplished in a semester—much less in a year or several years.  Therefore, some narrowing must occur.

Rather than examining a single prose tradition emerging from a single nation or civilization, this course will bring together several isolated selections from prose traditions around the world.  We will first consider some of the earliest written records of prose narratives, which appear by the twelfth century C.E.  These records reveal both the conflict that has inhered in the meeting of oral traditions with writing practices and the accommodations that each has made to the other.  Next we will look at three potent or potential examples of gothic writing that came into being during the long and tumultuous eighteenth century.  In considering temporality as a complex, far-from-straightforward force, we will try to determine what local and global conditions might have given rise to an affinity for the macabre, mysterious, and violent in representational practices far removed from one another.  Finally, we will explore three experimental novels written within the last twenty years and attempt to discern how they mediate our relationship to the ancient, to the oral, and to our gothic democratic inheritances. 

Evaluation

The following grading percentages will be the basis for your final course grade.  Please note that 40% of your grade is based upon preparation for and participation in class.  I reward most highly involved and engaged students who demonstrate thoughtful consideration of the materials.

Participation:








20%

Weekly analyses, including webboard activity:



20%

Midterm #1:








10%

Midterm #2:








10%

Final exam:








15%

Research paper, including annotated bibliography and rough draft:

25%

Participation:

The participation portion of your grade is based upon whether you demonstrate regular verbal participation that exhibits:

• a genuine engagement with the material and course issues;

• active contribution to discussion topics;

• completion of required reading and retrospective/prospective assignments;

• preparation for the day’s class;

• efforts to work as team (i.e. refraining from dominating the discussion, respect for others and their arguments, speaking up if you are normally quiet, showing a collaborative spirit, etc.).

• an understanding of the cognitive value of participating verbally and aurally in active class discussion and collaborative situations; and

• an understanding of your responsibility to contribute reciprocally toward the learning of others

Your grade in this portion will be graduated according to your presence in class.  Each student may miss up to three class sessions, no questions asked, without harm to the participation grade.  Every absence after the third absence will reduce the participation grade by 5 points.  Any student who misses a total of seven classes or more, excused or unexcused, will receive an F for the course.  Chronic lateness and other disruptive activities will lower your participation grade significantly.  

One-page analyses

You will write on a regular basis in response to the course readings.  The analyses that you turn in must be typed, preferably on a computer.  They must be at least three-quarters of a page long (normal font, 12-point or less, no funny margins, etc), but they should be no longer than 1 page (Please shrink your font slightly if you find yourself blazing forward onto a second page.)  Please put your name on the back of the page so that evaluation remains anonymous.  

Ideally, you should spend no more than one hour for each analysis.  This writing should be focused but in-depth.  I will normally post specific topics on the webboard to write about; you may also invent your own prompt and write about it instead, if you choose, unless otherwise announced.  Self-designed analyses must reflect a scholarly approach to the material.  If you are uncertain about how to design your own scholarly analysis, please refer to the previous prompts that I have distributed as models.  Responses will be collected each Tuesday, credited and returned promptly.  They will be evaluated with a +, √, -, or zero.

You may not turn in more than one analysis per week.  A total of 10 responses are due by the end of the semester.  Keep returned analyses in a binder or folder to refer to when writing your papers.  You must write at least one analysis on each primary work.  Failure to complete a minimum of 5 out of 10 analyses will result in an F for the course.  

Since the purpose of the analysis is to prepare you for class discussion, you may not turn in an analysis on a reading after the Tuesday of the week during which that reading is due to be completed for class.  For example, you will not receive credit for a response to The Legend of Lord Eight Deer if that response is turned in after class ends on Tuesday, September 10th.

Students are required to post a minimum of 4 analyses and 6 debate-style responses to postings by other students on the course webboard, which is accessible through my website:  http://lilt.ilstu.edu/smkalte/default.htm.  Up to 25% of a student’s weekly analysis and webboard activity grade may be deducted for failure to participate in webboard posting and debate.  Students must have posted at least 5 times by October 10th in order to avoid a partial deduction.

Midterms and Final Exam

All of your exams will be take-home exams designed to synthesize your understanding of the course topics.  For the first midterm, I will be asking you to write on The Tale of the Genji and oral traditions from Native America and Ireland.  Questions will be handed out on Tuesday, September 17th.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Thursday, September 26th.

For the second midterm, I will be asking you to write on the gothic and other topics raised by our reading of Chinese and Japanese narratives, Oroonoko, and Edgar Huntly.  (I may ask you to discuss previous readings as well.)  Questions will be handed out on Tuesday, October 22nd.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Tuesday, October 29th.

For the final exam, I will be asking you to write on the three modern works included on the syllabus—Dictee, The Last Harmattan of Alusine Dunbar, and The Fast Red Road—and the contemporary forms and uses of prose.  (I may ask you to discuss previous readings as well.)  Questions will be handed out on Tuesday, November 26th.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Thursday, December 5th.

Research paper

I will ask you early on in the semester to decide whether you would like to do a research paper on The Tale of Genji, The Tain, The Legend of Lord Eight Deer and Native American oral narratives, Tales of Moonlight and Rain/Classical Chinese Tales and East Asian oral narratives, Oroonoko, Edgar Huntly, Dictee, The Last Harmattan of Alusine Dunbar, The Fast Red Road, or a comparison of two of these prose arenas.  (I recommend that you read the first 30-50 pages of your tentative text(s) before making your decision.)  On October 10th, I will ask you to submit a tentative thesis statement for your paper.  By this date, you should have completed reading your chosen text(s).

Whichever text(s) you choose, you will be asked to read at least three critical articles of the text itself, of the writer’s other works, or of a related work if no critical articles may be located.  These articles must be located through the MLA database, and only through that database.  On Thursday, October 17th, you will submit a revised thesis statement and an annotated bibliography of five (5) articles that you have selected as potential secondary sources for your research paper.  An annotated bibliography is a bibliography that summarizes each article in the space following each entry in the bibliography (usually a long paragraph per article is sufficient).  Any non-MLA sources must be located through a legitimate academic database through Milner library’s homepage.  Internet sources cannot receive credit, but electronic articles from academic databases will be counted.  

On Tuesday, December 3rd, we will hold a writing workshop, at which time your rough draft of at least 5 pages must be complete.  Since all research is a gamble, you should discuss with me as soon as possible any problems that you are having in finding a way to synthesize the ideas in the 5 preliminary articles with your preferred angle of approach to the work.  Five articles must appear as works cited when you turn in the final draft of your paper on Wednesday, December 11th.  

At the 200 level, students should be learning how to devise their own ideas for papers and how to generate an appropriate and argumentative thesis statement.  Therefore, while I will give you verbal guidelines for writing this paper, I will not be handing out questions or prompts.  Using the prompts that I have already posted on our webboard and ideas we have discussed in class to help brainstorm ideas, you should come up with your own topic or question to be addressed.  Each of you should consult with me in office hours about your chosen scope and argument.

The research paper should be 7-8 pages long, written in Times or Times New Roman font at 12 point or smaller, with 1 inch margins on all sides.  The paper must be a close analysis of the text chosen and must demonstrate research that closely relates to and draws upon this text.  It must have an interpretive argument about the primary text as a thesis statement.  Each paragraph of the paper should refer back to the thesis statement since the individual paragraphs are meant to be actively supporting the thesis statement.  Thesis statement must be a complex attempt to grapple with the issues of how the text creates meaning and how that meaning relates to relevant contexts, including contexts we have raised in discussions throughout the semester.  Papers that substitute materials outside the syllabus for materials on the syllabus or substantially concentrate upon materials outside the syllabus over materials on the syllabus will receive failing grades.
Workload

This course is designed to present you with a workload of approximately 6 hours per week of reading and writing outside of class.  Please plan accordingly.  Please let me know if you are regularly spending more than 6 hours per week on work for this class, so that together we can clarify my priorities for your learning.

Grading Policies

All assignments (including participation) must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in this course.  Late assignments will be marked down by one full grade for every twenty-four hours of lateness (including Saturdays and Sundays), with absolutely no excuses accepted and no exceptions made.  Missing class on a day that an assignment is due is not a valid excuse for not turning in work on time.  If at any time, you have a question or complaint about a grade or my comments on an assignment, please see me in my office hours or schedule an appointment with me to discuss the matter.

Disabilities

I attempt to be sensitive and understanding toward the wide range of visible and invisible disabilities experienced by individuals.  Any student in need of a special accommodation should contact 438-5853 (voice) or 438-8620 (TDD) in order to obtain an official letter documenting your disability.  Illinois State University officially supports diversity and compliance with federal anti-discrimination regulations regarding disabilities.  
Academic Honesty

I expect my students to maintain the highest standard of academic honesty.  You should make yourself familiar with Illinois State University’s Student Code of Conduct, which contains the university’s policy on academic honesty.  You should also make yourself familiar with the penalties for violations of the policy and your rights as a student.  At last check, the Student Code was posted at http://www.policy.ilstu.edu/archives/student_code_of_conduct.htm.

Please be aware that plagiarism (one form of academic dishonesty) includes, but may not be limited to, using all or part of a source, either directly or in paraphrase, either intentionally or unintentionally, whether that source be published or taken from a fellow or former student, without acknowledging that source.  If you have a question specific to a paper you are working on, please bring it to my attention.  I am happy to discuss areas of ambiguity that may exist in your mind.

While students are expected and encouraged to share ideas and insights on the course concepts and materials, all written assignments and other graded components of the course must reflect the individual effort of the student being evaluated.  Students found guilty of academic dishonesty will fail this course.  Cases of academic dishonesty will also be referred to the Department Chair and the Vice President of Student Affairs.  Incidents of academic dishonesty can result in penalties up to and including expulsion from the university and may be recorded on official transcripts.  

Schedule of readings and assignments

Tuesday, August 20:

Introductions

Thursday, August 22:

The Tale of Genji, pp. 1-75

Online reading for August 22:  read only pages 1-10
Tuesday, August 27:  

The Tale of Genji, pp. 76-150

Thursday, August 29:

The Tale of Genji, pp. 150-227

Tuesday, September 3:  

Online reading for September 3:  read only pages 187-208
Thursday, September 5:

Online reading for September 5:  on Milner’s e-reserves (search by instructor, not by course)
Tuesday, September 10:  

Online reading for September 10
Second online reading for September 10
Thursday, September 12:

The Legend of Lord Eight Deer
Tuesday, September 17:  

The Tain, pp. 1-50

Online reading for September 17:  on reserve at Milner, author Greg Sarris, last chapter entitled “Keeping Slug Woman Alive”
Midterm #1 handed out.

Thursday, September 19:

The Tain, pp. 52-114

English Studies Symposium today

Tuesday, September 24:  

The Tain, pp. 168-223 (pp. 115-167 optional)

Thursday, September 26:

The Tain, pp. 224-253, skim footnotes

Midterm #1 due
Tuesday, October 1:  

Online reading for October 1
Thursday, October 3:

Online reading for October 3
Tuesday, October 8:  

Oroonoko

Thursday, October 10:

Oroonoko

 (No class today)

Tentative Thesis Statement due by email

Tuesday, October 15:  

Edgar Huntly, pp. 3-68

Thursday, October 17:

Edgar Huntly, pp. 69-142

Annotated Bibliography and Revised Thesis Statement due

Tuesday, October 22:  

Edgar Huntly, pp. 143-213

Midterm #2 handed out

Thursday, October 24:

Edgar Huntly, pp. 214-285

Tuesday, October 29:  

Dictee, pp. 1-59

Midterm #2 due
Thursday, October 31:

Dictee, pp. 61-119

Tuesday, November 5:  

Dictee, pp. 121-182

Thursday, November 7:

The Last Harmattan of Alusine Dunbar, pp. vii-xvii, 1-101

(Access to this text will be through course reserves at Milner.  Please copy the assigned reading each week and bring those copies to class with you during these next three week.  Sharing the copy with another student is allowed, if you can work out how to share during the midterm as well.)

Tuesday, November 12:  

The Last Harmattan of Alusine Dunbar, pp. 101-187

Thursday, November 14:

The Last Harmattan of Alusine Dunbar, pp. 187-258

Tuesday, November 19:  

The Last Harmattan of Alusine Dunbar, pp. 258-319

Thursday, November 21:

The Fast Red Road, pp. 11-62

Tuesday, November 26:  

The Fast Red Road, pp. 63-178

Final exam handed out

Thursday, November 28:

Thanksgiving Day—No class

Tuesday, December 3:

The Fast Red Road, pp. 179-326

Rough Draft Workshop:  Rough drafts due

Thursday, December 5:

Wrap-up
Final exam due

Wednesday, December 11 at 12:00 noon:  Final draft of research paper and all preceding assignments due in the door paper-holders of Stv 420D
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