PLAGIARISM

Plagiarism is the action of using without due acknowledgement the thoughts, writing, scholarship, or inventions of another.  It is often the result of carelessness or ignorance:  a person does not fully understand the importance of the issue or does not know the appropriate procedures for acknowledging sources.  But sometimes a person in full awareness submits as his or her own the ideas of work of someone else:  this is cheating and theft.  The University considers plagiarism a serious moral issue.  It is up to you to know how to avoid it.

The general rule

Provide enough information so that a reader can identify and refer to all the sources you have used in writing a particular work.

Guidelines for applying the general rule

Word-for-word quotation:  When you incorporate into your work sentences or paragraphs or apt phrases from the work of another, you must use quotation marks around the borrowed words and you must identify the source, either parenthetically in the text or in a footnote.

Paraphrase:  If you have relied on another person’s ideas or train of thought but changed the actual words used or the order of the ideas, you still must acknowledge your source.

Borrowed ideas:  When your ideas or opinions have been shaped by what you have read or lectures you have heard, you must acknowledge your source.

Material and organization:  If you rely on factual material gathered by another person, you must acknowledge.  If you have relied on another person’s way of organizing common material, you must acknowledge.  If you have relied on another person’s method of analyzing material, you must acknowledge.

Exceptions to the rule:  You need not footnote information that is common knowledge (“Columbus landed in the Americas in 1492”) or an opinion or idea expressed by many people (“Hamlet is one of Shakespeare’s greatest tragedies”) or dictionary definitions.  (BE CAREFUL though:  you may still need to justify with evidence even the most widespread of opinions!  “Most Indians were hunter-gatherers” may be ‘common knowledge’ but it is not true.)

Err on the side of over-acknowledgement:  Be generous and open in giving credit for any source of help.

And remember, plagiarism is a crutch that allows your mind to weaken and atrophy.  It cripples you and impoverishes your life and the lives of your friends and family.  Giving credit is not just a way to avoid plagiarism.  It allows readers to expand further the bounds of human knowledge by providing them a road map to your sources.  

