Interdisciplinary Studies 121.52:  Texts and Contexts
Ethnic Studies:  Introduction to Ethnic Literatures
Fall 2008
Professor Susan Kalter 

Class meeting times:  TR 2:00-3:15 p.m. (section 2) or TR 3:35-4:50 (section 1) in Williams 307
Office hours:  W 3:30-5 p.m. and by appointment
Office location, phone and email:  Stevenson 424K, 438-8660, smkalte@ilstu.edu
Websites:  http://lilt.ilstu.edu/smkalte/default.htm 
http://blackboard.ilstu.edu 

http://www.english.ilstu.edu/reserve/files/kalter/ (must be using VPN Client if off-campus)
Course Description

In this course, we will examine several texts both literary and cultural that have shaped or reshaped our ideas about race and ethnicity both in the United States and globally.  We will proceed at first in rough chronological order according to the setting of the stories rather than the era of publication.  The struggles for land and cultural recognition by Chicano/a, Ojibwa, and Lakota peoples will form the first part of the course.  We will then look at Japanese-, Chinese-, and Korean-American writers who examine the impact of U.S. internment and anti-Asian immigration policies on their contemporary and historical communities.  Two ground-breaking, award-winning novels—Invisible Man and Song of Solomon—by two of the most famous African American writers will help us explore the defining ideologies and events of post-Reconstruction and Civil Rights Era history.  We will end by contemplating how race, ethnicity, and how they are represented are being actively reconfigured in the post-9/11 era, considering as we read how the past seven years of world events have changed the production and reception of particular writers’ works and the worlds of world citizens in the United States who appear to others as Arab or Muslim.
Required texts 
(in order of appearance, most of these are available in the library reserves)
How to Study in College by Walter Pauk (cost-sharing recommended)

Electronic reserves:  Through your Blackboard link
The Squatter and the Don by Maria Amparo Ruiz de Burton
Tracks by Louise Erdrich (Ojibwa)

Aurelia:  A Crow Creek Trilogy by Elizabeth Cook-Lynn (Crow Creek Sioux)
Rez Road Follies by Jim Northrup (Ojibwa)
Heart of the Rock by Adam Fortunate Eagle (Ojibwa)
No-No Boy by John Okada
Bone by Fae Myenne Ng
Homebase:  A Novel by Shawn Wong
Nights of Fire, Nights of Rain by Amy Uyematsu
Invisible Man by Ralph Ellison
Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison
Unafraid of the Dark by Rosemary Bray
Dinarzad’s Children edited by Pauline Kaldas and Khaled Mattawa
Evaluation

The following grading percentages will be the basis for your final course grade, with exceptions noted in the syllabus under “Quizzes, participation, and attendance” and “Grading Policies.”  

Quizzes, online and in-class participation, attendance, & other 

evidence of close, careful, complete, thoughtful and 
on-schedule engagement with the required course materials:
30%
First midterm essay:
20%
Second midterm essay:
20%

Final exam, including journaling toward cumulative question:
30%

Please note that 30% of your grade is based upon preparation for and participation in class.  Students who are involved and engaged, and who demonstrate thoughtful consideration of the materials, should excel in this course.
Quizzes, participation, and attendance
1) Attendance:  Any student who misses a total of seven classes or more, excused or unexcused, will receive an F for the course.  Every absence will reduce the overall quizzes/participation/attendance grade by 5 points.  Chronic lateness, disrespectful language, text-messaging during class, and other disruptive activities will lower your attendance and reading grade significantly.  Classes end at 3:15 and at 4:50 p.m.:  packing up prior to that time will be considered a disruptive activity.
Emails and phone messages notifying me of your absence from class are welcome as a means of communication and keeping in touch about issues that may be impacting your ability to concentrate on the coursework.  However, they are not strictly necessary and, due to my busy schedule, I usually will not reply to these messages.  This includes inquiries about “what I missed,” which should be directed to your classmates, as I cannot reproduce 75 minutes of classwork twice a week for each student who cannot attend.
2) Reading quizzes:  On a weekly basis throughout the semester, you will be completing narrative-style, or multiple choice, or other types of quizzes to ensure that you are keeping up with the reading and comprehending what you have read.  Failure to complete a minimum of 70% of the reading quizzes will result in an F for the course.  Failure to complete a quiz shall include receiving a zero on that quiz.  Students receiving a 35% or less by the drop deadline should very strongly consider dropping the course.
Students are expected to look up unfamiliar vocabulary in the online OED (Oxford English Dictionary) through Milner or Webster’s online through the Encyclopedia Brittanica, and to obtain assistance from peers, tutors, or the professor when faced with difficulty understanding sentence-level or concept-level aspects of the material.  (Difficulty understanding these aspects is assumed:  please do not be embarrassed to ask for help, or if you are embarrassed, don’t let that stop you from asking for help.)  I will check your study skills enhancement and your reading of How To Study in College through these quizzes; answers to this portion of the quiz shall not count in the determination of whether you completed the quiz minimum as described in bold above, but shall be figured into your average.  
3) Online participation:  Throughout the semester, you will be asked to engage in online Blackboard discussions of the course materials.  Each student must contribute a minimum of one six-sentence-minimum reply to at least 9 of the 15 questions posed in order to pass the course.  Students engaging in more than the minimum and with thoughtful contributions may receive significant additional points for this portion of their final course grade.  For each question, one student per fifteen-student group will be assigned the role of playing either the Devil’s Advocate (DA) or the Tim Russert (TR) and a second student will be assigned the role of playing the Socratic Facilitator.  Participation in online discussions will be graded three times during the semester (September 26, October 27, and December 8/10).
In addition, students will be asked to keep a journal in which they record their observations about the behavior of others and their own behavior with respect to race and ethnicity, and to record moments where they observe "hidden" racisms.  As William Smith has observed, emotional responses to race and ethnicity are formed in very early childhood, so this journal is a place for exploring not only how you respond in ways that you do not necessarily have conscious control over but to develop empathy about similar responses observed in others.  It may also help us as future writers and speakers in problem solving how most creatively and effectively to address such responses and behaviors.  Each student must contribute a minimum of 6 six-sentence-minimum entries in order to pass the course.
4) In-class participation: You may enhance this portion of your grade through regular, in-class participation that exhibits:
• completion of required reading;

• preparation for the day’s class;

• a genuine engagement with the materials and course issues;

• active contribution to discussion topics;



• efforts to work as learning team (i.e. refraining from dominating the discussion, respect for others and their contributions whether you agree or disagree, speaking up if you are normally quiet, showing a collaborative spirit, etc.).

• an understanding of the cognitive value of participating verbally and aurally in active class discussion and collaborative situations; and

• an understanding of your responsibility to contribute reciprocally toward the learning of others
• demonstration of speaking skills that build upon those learned in Inner Core courses and that show an understanding of the conventions governing language use

4) Other evidence of close, careful, complete, thoughtful, and on-schedule reading of the required texts (note-taking skills):  Your note-taking practices for lectures and class discussions will be checked and assessed once during the semester:  on Friday, September 26.  Be sure to use a loose-leaf notebook so that I can collect your notes without interrupting your subsequent note-taking.

Midterm and final exams

The midterm and final exams will both be take-home exams.  They will examine your understanding of the texts and lectures, and your ability to synthesize information received from both.  Typed and proofed midterm exams will be due on Friday, September 26 and Monday, October 27.
For the final exam, students will be journaling throughout the semester to build their response to a pre-selected cumulative course topic that will make up half of this exam.  If they receive the approval of the instructor, students may instead create their own cumulative topic.  The second half of the exam will cover material assigned from October 23 through the end of the course.  Typed and proofed final exams will be due on Monday, December 8 at 5:30 for the section meeting from 3:35-4:50 and Wednesday, December 10 at 5:30 p.m. for the section meeting from 2-3:15.  These assignments will build on your ability to use language effectively for different audiences and different purposes within and beyond the academy.
Workload

This course is designed to present you with a workload of approximately 6 hours per week of reading and writing outside of class.  Please plan accordingly.  (The formula I use to determine this workload is the standard 3-hours-per-credit-hour formula applied to a 3 credit-hour course.)

Grading Policies

All assignments (including attendance) must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in this course.  Late assignments will be marked down by one full grade for every twenty-four hours of lateness (including Saturdays and Sundays), with absolutely no excuses accepted and no exceptions made.  (Electronic submissions are accepted on weekends and off-hours as proof of completion, with hard copy—if required—expected as soon as possible.)  Missing class on a day that an assignment is due is not a valid excuse for not turning in work on time.  Requests for extensions will be considered on a case-by-case basis and must be conveyed prior to the deadline for that assignment.  If at any time, you have a question or concern about a grade or my comments on an assignment, please see me in my office hours or schedule an appointment with me to discuss the matter.  
Disabilities

My classroom aspires to be a Disabilities Safezone in an Illinois undereducated about disabilities issues.  I attempt to be sensitive and understanding toward the wide range of “visible” and “invisible” disabilities experienced by individuals.  Any student in need of a special accommodation should present a Disability Concerns card to me, or first talk to me briefly and then contact Disability Concerns at 438-5853 (voice) or 438-8620 (TDD) in order to obtain an official card documenting your disability.  Illinois State University officially supports diversity and compliance with federal anti-discrimination regulations regarding disabilities.  
Academic Honesty

I expect my students to maintain the highest standard of academic honesty.  You should make yourself familiar with Illinois State University’s Student Code of Conduct, which contains the university’s policy on academic honesty.  You should also make yourself familiar with the penalties for violations of the policy and your rights as a student.  At last check, the Student Code was posted at http://www.policy.ilstu.edu/archives/student_code_of_conduct.htm.

Please be aware that plagiarism (one form of academic dishonesty) includes, but may not be limited to:  using all or part of a source, either directly or in paraphrase, either intentionally or unintentionally, whether that source be published, or online, or taken from a fellow or former student, without acknowledging that source.  If you have a question specific to a paper you are working on, please bring it to my attention.  I am happy to discuss areas of ambiguity that may exist in your mind.

While students are expected and encouraged to share ideas and insights on the course concepts and materials, all written assignments and other graded components of the course must reflect the individual effort of the student being evaluated. Students found guilty of academic dishonesty will fail this course.  Cases of academic dishonesty may also be referred to the Department Chair, the Department Director of Undergraduate Studies, and Community Rights and Responsibilities.  Incidents of academic dishonesty can result in penalties up to and including expulsion from the university and may be recorded on official transcripts.  
Schedule of readings
Adjustments may be made to this schedule as needed
Tuesday, August 19:
Introductions
Michael Omi & Howard Winant, Ethnicity chapter (online)
Thursday, August 21:

The Squatter and the Don (1885), pp. 55-118

Selection from Tomas Almaguer, Racial Faultlines (online)


First Half

Second Half

How to Study in College, Chapter 9


Tuesday, August 26:

The Squatter and the Don (1885), pp. 127-213

Discovering Dominga (in Milner’s Media Resource Center)
How to Study in College, Chapter 10  PLUS END OF THIS LINK
Thursday, August 28:
The Squatter and the Don (1885), pp. 214-277
Smith, W. A., Allen, W. R., & Danley, L. L. “Assume the Position . . . You Fit the Description”: Campus Racial Climate and the Psychoeducational Experiences and Racial Battle fatigue among African American Male College Students (online)
Tuesday, September 2:
The Squatter and the Don (1885), pp. 278-372
Omi & Winant, Class chapter (online)
Smith, W. A., Yosso, Tara. J., & Solórzano, Daniel. G.  “Racial Primes and Black Misandry on Historically White Campuses:  Toward Critical Race Accountability in Educational Administration.” (online)

How to Study in College, Chapter 11
Thursday, September 4:
Louise Erdrich, Tracks (1988), Chapters 1-3


Selection from Pevar’s ACLU Guide to the Rights of Indians and Tribes (online)
Tuesday, September 9:
Louise Erdrich, Tracks, Chapters 4-6

How to Study in College, Chapters 4 and 7

Thursday, September 11:
Louise Erdrich, Tracks, Chapters 7-9

Excerpt from Chanady on magic realism (online, optional)


Tuesday, September 16:
Elizabeth Cook-Lynn, From the River’s Edge (1990), 5-107
Omi & Winant, Nation chapter (online)

How to Study in College, Chapter 6
Thursday, September 18:
Elizabeth Cook-Lynn, From the River’s Edge, 109-143
Adam Fortunate Eagle, Heart of the Rock, chapters 1-5
Tuesday, September 23:
Adam Fortunate Eagle, Heart of the Rock, chapters 6-12

Jim Northrup, Rez Road Follies, pp. 1-36

How to Study in College, Chapter 2

Thursday, September 25:
Jim Northrup, Rez Road Follies, pp. 37-97

Adam Fortunate Eagle, Heart of the Rock, chapters 13-23
Friday, September 26:  First exam due

Tuesday, September 30:
No-No Boy, pp. iii-xi, 1-116

Yen Le Espiritu, Excerpts from Asian American Women and Men 
(online)


How to Study in College, Chapter 5

Thursday, October 2:
No-No Boy, pp. 117-188
Tuesday, October 7:
No-No Boy, pp. 189-260
Nights of Fire, Nights of Rain, selected poems to be decided

Apollo Amoko on No-No Boy (online, optional)

How to Study in College, Chapter 3

Thursday, October 9:
Bone, pp. 1-102

Omi & Winant on Racial Formations (online)
Tuesday, October 14:
Bone, pp. 102-194 

Lisa Lowe on Bone (online, optional)

How to Study in College, Chapter 1


Thursday, October 16:
Homebase:  A Novel, pp. 1-104
Kimchee & Chitlins (online) ACT I   ACT II
Cleveland Raining (online)  ACT I   ACT II
Tuesday, October 21:
Invisible Man, pp. 3-70

U.S. Commission on Civil Rights on discrimination (online) 

READ PART A…THE REST IS OPTIONAL READING

Unafraid of the Dark, preface and chapter 1

How to Study in College, Chapter 8

Thursday, October 23:
Invisible Man, pp. 71-150

George Lipsitz on the Possessive Investment in 

Whiteness (online)


Unafraid of the Dark, chapter 2
Monday, October 27 at 8 a.m.:  Second exam due

Tuesday, October 28:
Invisible Man, pp. 151-230

Unafraid of the Dark, chapter 3

How to Study in College, Chapter 12

Thursday, October 30:
Invisible Man, pp. 231-317

Unafraid of the Dark, chapter 4
Tuesday, November 4:
Invisible Man, pp. 333-382, 409-478

Unafraid of the Dark, chapter 5
Thursday, November 6:
Song of Solomon, chapters 1-5

Unafraid of the Dark, chapter 6
Tuesday, November 11:
Song of Solomon, chapters 6-10

Unafraid of the Dark, chapter 7
Thursday, November 13:
Song of Solomon, chapters 11-15

Nina Simone, Sinnerman, (online)

(Compare this link)

Unafraid of the Dark, chapter 8, epilogue
Tuesday, November 18:
Dinarzad’s Children: An Anthology of Contemporary Arab American Fiction, selected stories


“Secrecy, Post 9/11” from NPR’s To the Best of Our Knowledge (in class)

Thursday, November 20:
Dinarzad’s Children: An Anthology of Contemporary Arab American Fiction, selected stories 
Thanksgiving Week

Tuesday, December 2:
Dinarzad’s Children: An Anthology of Contemporary Arab American Fiction, selected stories


http://www.inmotionmagazine.com/ac/shammad.html

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=40hzLCdIulM 
Thursday, December 4:
Dinarzad’s Children: An Anthology of Contemporary Arab American Fiction, selected stories

Monday, December 8, 5:30 p.m.:  Final exam due for the section meeting from 3:35-4:50,

Wednesday, December 10, 5:30 p.m.:  Final exam due for the section meeting from 2-3:15

Both turn in on Blackboard
General Education Goals

IDS 121 Texts and Contexts is a Language in the Humanities Middle Core course.  This version of Texts and Contexts will concentration most on three of the four learning outcomes for these courses:  1) Critical Inquiry and Problem Solving (including critical thinking, reasoning, problem solving, communication skills), 2) Diverse and Global Perspectives (including appreciation of a wide range on aesthetic experiences, formulation of interpretations of diverse forms of creative expression, and understanding the role of the individual as creator within the diverse depth of human creativity), and 3) Life-Long Learning (including actively pursuing knowledge, learning how to use one’s knowledge in interdisciplinary settings, recognizing significant events, ideas, individuals, artifacts, and institutions that have shaped our knowledge of the world, assessing the value of various literacies and of artistic works for themselves and for contemporary society, and developing skills that can be incorporated within one’s major.)  We will also be exploring the goal of Public Opportunity:  functioning as a responsible participant in various dimensions of life within local, national, and global communities.  See http://www.gened.ilstu.edu/ for more details.
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