Assessment Criteria & Reminder of Some Principles of Good Writing

The following questions are designed to help you compose your essays. They are also meant to inform you of the criteria that I will be using to assess your papers. As you can observe, there are many different elements that contribute to a successful essay and these elements vary in importance. No one of these questions will ensure your success, but rather an effort at combining all of the elements to the best of your ability.

Follows Directions

Has the student addressed and answered the question(s) posed?

Was the material covered in an adequate and accurate manner?

Was the assignment completed in the manner required?

Thesis

Does the paper have a clear thesis statement?

Is the thesis substantiated throughout the assignment?

Does the writing build to a conclusion that explains and substantiates the thesis and carries it to completion?

Has the student anticipated objections to the thesis and answered them in a fair manner?

Evidence, Development and Avoidance of Plagiarism

Is the central idea sufficiently developed by the use of details, examples, logical arguments, and evidence?

Is all of the evidence relevant to the point being discussed?

Is there enough evidence to support the point being discussed?

Is the evidence presented in the writing assignment fully explained?

Has the student demonstrated that the facts are correct and have been understood?

Does the student understand the relationships between the facts presented and the ramifications?

Is all of the evidence (including additional outside sources) adequately documented?

Originality

Has the student thought about the topic in a creative and innovative manner?

Is there an element of originality present in the work?

Does the writing capture audience attention and interest?

Organization, Clarity and Coherence

Is the writing well organized (structure apparent and easy to follow, avoids plot summary or recitation) and the stages (opening, closing, topics, subtopics) well balanced?

Is the material broken down into logical divisions and subtopics?

Do individual paragraphs sufficiently develop the divisions or subtopics?

Does each paragraph have a clear topic sentence?

Is the sequence of ideas logical and complete?

Are the transitions between ideas smooth? 

Is the chosen method of presentation clear and effective?

Does the writing communicate clearly and effectively?

Is the writing free of irrelevant material?

Has the writing been sufficiently edited?

Has the writing been sufficiently rewritten?

Proofreading

Are there distracting mechanical inconsistencies?

Is the writing free of major mechanical errors?

Formatting

All papers should be formatted as follows:


• double-spaced


• one inch margins (no more, no less); no larger top-margin on first page, please


• Times or another standard typeface (do not choose a typeface that unnaturally lengthens 
your paper) and 12-point font size or smaller


• all pages numbered except the first


• stapled (not folded, spindled or mutilated)


• no title page (save the forests: reduce, reuse, recycle!)  



Instead, put your name on the back of EACH page of the paper. 



Put the title of the paper on the top of the first page of the paper.


• printed out in readable ink without printer problems that create illegibility or confusion


• MLA format and documentation style


• bibliography including all sources used, if more than one

Meeting page length requirements means:  if the minimum requirement is 6 pages, a paper that is 5 pages plus two extra lines on the 6th page does not meet the requirement.  A paper that is 5 and 3/4 pages barely meets the requirement.

Please save a draft of everything you give me.


