English 495

Discourses of the First Nations of Eastern North America:  

Research Methodologies and Pedagogical Theory

Fall 2007
Professor Susan Kalter 




Class meeting time:  Mondays 5:30-8:30, Stv 220
Office hours:  TR 2-3 and by appointment on MTR only
Office location, phone and email:  Williams 203, 438-8660, smkalte@ilstu.edu

Websites:  http://lilt.ilstu.edu/smkalte/default.htm and http://casfiles02.casit.ilstu.edu/reserve/English/kalter
Course Description

In this course, we will examine Native American literature and culture as a central world-intellectual complex, focusing on current trends in Native American studies, credible and incredible research methodologies in the field(s), and pedagogical theory & ethics at the college and secondary levels.  Students will be exposed to current discussions regarding:  

· the emergence of political and historicizing methodologies and tribally specific perspectives in preference to the older hegemony of culture-concept interpretation; 

· the problematics of entextualizing, interpreting, and teaching the oral; 

· the issue of balance in presenting oral versus written, individually versus collectively composed, historical versus contemporary, tribally in-depth versus tribally diverse, and English language versus Indian language texts; 

· the appropriateness of post-colonial theory to First Nations contexts and the inexplicable neglect of the Fourth World by post-colonial theorists and students of economic underdevelopment as a world phenomenon; 

· the appropriation of Native American literature for and by American Literature; 

· the assertion of authority by and the sources of authority for Indian and nonIndian scholars; 

· the historical and continuing denial of religious freedom, destructive and constructive aspects of Christian missionary ideologies, Christian absolutism, and the nativist and syncretic responses to it; 

· and the value and use of histories, ethnohistories, and auto-histories in the historicizing era.

Organizational Theory of the Course

Approximately half the course will examine Native American literature and culture prior to 1900.  Despite the problematics, we will focus on nations located in eastern and middle North America and how these nations were historically affected by colonization, especially by the Spanish, French, British, and U.S. empires.  In the first two weeks of the course, we will be reading theory and criticism pertinent to the field at large and in particular the question of orality, its methodologies, and its pedagogies.  In the next three weeks, we will examine the written and mediated oral discourses of the Iroquois and Cherokee nations from the ancient period through the removal era of the early nineteenth century.  We will discuss the political transformations of these societies in the context of colonialism and modified post-colonial theory and the debate over psychological versus political readings of Native American authors.  The following week, we will look at issues around the colonization of the Massachusetts Bay area, including the inceptions of the boarding school experience and early writings from Native ministers.  Moving to the late nineteenth century, we will focus on transMississippi nations and the Indian Territory, on the suppression of Native religions, the confiscation of land, the processes of treaty making and treaty violation, and both mediated and unmediated responses by  individuals from these more westerly nations.  Here we will begin in earnest our readings of twentieth century literature with the ground-breaking historical novel Wah’Kon-Tah by John Joseph Mathews.  
From there, we will move to short fiction, novels, nonfiction, and poetry of the contemporary period, commonly known as the Native American Renaissance and newer Native writing.  Our reading will concentrate upon writers from some of the nations removed from the southeast to Indian Territory:  the Creeks, Chickasaws, Choctaws, and Cherokees.  This concentration is meant to give us an extended view of the discursive history of one of the nine-plus Mississippian Period civilizations of the area now occupied by the eastern half of the United States.  We will end the course by returning to issues of incongruence and continuing colonization in the attempt to teach Indian literature and culture in a non-Indian dominated academy raised during the first week.
Evaluation for this class will be based on the following:

Intensive reading and active, informed participation (15%)

An analysis of a single tribal nation, or confederacy, and the interdisciplinary “literature” surrounding it.  This comprehensive study shall include a description and critique of methodological practices, how they have changed over time, and how current methodological practices in one or more disciplines improve upon and/or fail to improve upon past practices.  Fifteen pages or more.  

--and--

One oral presentation based upon your study of a single tribal nation and the interdisciplinary “literature” surrounding it and subsequent leading of class discussion on this topic (35%)

An analysis of the career’s work of a single writer, which shall include a substantial discussion of the pedagogical issues raised in the teaching of this writer’s work in various settings (25%)

An analysis of one text originating in either the oral or the written traditions or both, which shall include a description and critique of the published criticism surrounding that text (25%)  

The oral presentations should be conceived as critical responses to the texts using both methodological and rhetorical analysis.  You may choose to address some or all of the following questions:  What are the main points of a given argument?  What presuppositions inform the writers’ approaches?  How do the various texts differ from other treatments of the same or similar topic?  What is good about them?  What issues do they not address adequately?  What is at stake for the writer(s)?  For the methodological analyses, you should also consider how the writers structure their research in order to compose a text of the given scope, where gaps appear in this structuring, and where the structuring fills gaps previously left unfilled.  For the rhetorical analyses, you should speak to the manner in which the use of language in the texts promotes or hinders the writers’ stated and unstated aims.  All these concerns should be framed by the question of how the texts represent the tribal nation to members of the nation and to outsiders, and how the texts affect the tribal nation and its members as a whole.
Schedule of Readings

August 20:
Introductions, Organization, Discussion of preliminary readings


## Gerald Vizenor (Ojibwa), from Narrative Chance

## Gerald Vizenor, “Socioacupuncture”


## Robert Warrior (Osage), from Tribal Secrets

## Craig Womack (Muskogee, or Creek), from Red on Red

## Elizabeth Cook-Lynn (Crow Creek Dakota), “The American Indian Fiction Writers”

## Charles Briggs, article from Cultural Anthropology
Optional:   ## James Clifford, “Identity in Mashpee”

## Helen Hunt Jackson, Introduction to A Century of Dishonor
August 27:
## Julie Cruikshank, article from American Anthropologist

Greg Sarris (Coast Miwok/Kashaya Pomo), “Reading in a Reservation Classroom”


Greg Sarris, “The Woman Who Loved a Snake”

## Gordon Brotherston, Excerpt from Book of the Fourth World

## Excerpt from Yaqui Deer Songs by Larry Evers and Felipe S. Molina

## Excerpt from Finding the Center by Dennis Tedlock
September 3:
Labor Day:  Please read ## James Lockhart’s We People Here Introduction and ## Gerald Vizenor, “The Mocassin Game”; submit comments online to the group by September 7 on implications for the previous week’s discussion of orality and writing 
September 10:
## Hero, Hawk and Open Hand selections

## Wilma Dunaway, “Incorporation as an Interactive Process”


## Coosaponakessa’s Letter to James Oglethorpe

## John Ross (Cherokee), from The Papers of Chief John Ross, vol. 1


## Traveller Bird (Cherokee), from Tell Them They Lie


## Excerpt from Popol Vuh on syllabary glyphs

Optional:  Susan Kalter on Tell Them They Lie, available through Milner’s electronic journals (Project Muse database) in the American Indian Quarterly for Summer 2001
September 17:
## Barbara Mann (Seneca/Wyandot), “A Lynx in Time”

## Barbara Mann and Jerry Fields, “A Sign in the Sky”


## Barbara Mann, “‘Are You Delusional?’:  Kandiaronk on Christianity”


## Susan Kalter, Excerpts from the introduction to Benjamin Franklin, Pennsylvania, and the First Nations

## The Treaty at Lancaster, 1744


## “‘Pray Sir, consider a little’:  Rituals of subordination and strategies of resistance in the letters of Hezekiah Calvin and David Fowler to Eleazar Wheelock”
September 24:
## Maris Bryant Pierce (Seneca), “Address on the Present Condition and Prospects of the Aboriginal Inhabitants of North America”


## Daniel Littlefield, “‘They ought to enjoy the home of their fathers’:  The treaty of 1838, Seneca intellectuals, and literary genesis”


## David Cusick (Tuscarora), Sketches of Ancient History of the Six Nations 


## Arthur.C. Parker (Seneca), from Seneca Myths and Folk Tales

## Selections from other Iroquois writers of nineteenth century
Optional:  ## J.N.B. Hewitt’s “Iroquois Cosmology”
Susan Kalter on David Cusick, available through Milner’s electronic journals (JSTOR) in MELUS for Fall 2002 (or FindArticles)
October 1:
## “‘Honoratissimi benefactores’:  Native American students and two seventeenth-century texts in the university tradition”

## Samson Occum (Mohegan), “A Short Narrative of My Life”


## William Apess (Pequot), “Eulogy on King Philip”

## Francis Jennings, from The Invasion of America

## Julia Lowry Russell (Lumbee), “Faces”


## Joseph Bruchac (Abenaki), “Bone Girl”


## Jack D. Forbes (Powhatan/Lenape/Saponi), “The Cave”
October 8:
John Joseph Mathews’ Wah’Kon-Tah
## “‘A desirable citizen, a practical business man’:  G. W. Grayson – Creek mixed blood, nationalist, and autobiographer”

## Raymond DeMallie, “‘These Have No Ears’” and “The Lakota Ghost Dance”
## Imre Nagy, “Cheyenne Shields and Their Cosmological Background”
## Zitkala-Ša’s “Why I am a Pagan”
October 15:
Alexander Posey’s Fus Fixico Letters

## Selection from John Joseph Mathews’ Sundown
## Joy Harjo, selected poetry
## Louis Oliver, selected poems and prose
October 22:
Linda Hogan (Chickasaw), Mean Spirit (1990)
## Winona LaDuke, “Akwesasne” and “Northern Cheyenne”
October 29:
Craig Womack, Drowning in Fire (2001)
November 5:
## Leanne Howe (Choctaw), “Danse D’Amour, Danse de Mort”

## Devon Mihesuah, from Cultivating the Rosebuds

## Jim Barnes, from The American Book of the Dead and On Native Ground

## Clara Sue Kidwell, from Choctaws and Missionaries in Mississippi, 1818-1918 

November 12:
Allison Hedge Coke Rock, Ghost, Willow, Deer

Optional:  Blood Run 

November 19:
Thanksgiving Break

November 26:
Robert Conley Cherokee Dragon

Optional:  John Milton Oskison’s The Singing Bird
December 3:
## Devon Mihesuah (Oklahoma Choctaw), from Native and Academics

## Craig Womack, from Red on Red

## Elizabeth Cook-Lynn, from Anti-Indianism

## Vine Deloria, Jr. & Daniel Wildcat (Muskogee, or Creek), Power and Place
## Bryan Brayboy, selected articles
## Indicates a reading available through Dr. Kalter’s website, digital reserves folder, or on loan from her

STUDENTS ARE ALSO ASKED TO VIEW AT LEAST THREE NATIVE-PRODUCED AND/OR DIRECTED FILMS DURING THE SEMESTER.  RECOMMENDED:  Smoke Signals, The Fast Runner, Skins, The Doe Boy, Deep Inside Clint Star, Grand Avenue, The Business of Fancydancing, Powwow Highway.  See also http://www.nativenetworks.si.edu/eng/orange/index.htm and http://www.nativenetworks.si.edu/eng/rose/people.htm 
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