English 336:  The American Novel
Spring 2007
Professor Susan Kalter 




Class meeting time:  M 5:30-8:20 in Stv 214
Office hours:  T 3:30-5 and by appointment on MTW
Office location, phone and email:  Stv 420E, 438-8660, smkalte@ilstu.edu
Websites:  http://lilt.ilstu.edu/smkalte/default.htm and http://scs.cas.ilstu.edu/~smkalte/public/


Course Description

We will be looking at novels broadly describable as epic American novels.  Novels of dissent, discontent, discomfort, disinheritance, exile, and self-exile.  The dark novel.  The novel of pessimism.  The novel of violence.  The novel of social and solitary injustice.  The novel of ideological renovation and innovation.  The novel that refuses the legitimacy of its audience.

This course will be conducted as a combined seminar and short lecture format.  As necessary, I will provide lecture information about the historical and other contexts necessary to understanding the texts that we discuss.  However, there will also be a central focus on group discussion of the primary sources and the critical literature surrounding them.  Graduate & undergraduate students are expected to come willing to work with one another toward mutually beneficial learning outcomes.  A committed engagement with critical and theoretical approaches to literary and cultural texts will be expected of all students, as adapted to each student’s individual experience and background.  

Required texts

(in order of appearance)

Moby-Dick by Herman Melville

Critical and theoretical reserve readings as linked through my website page for this course.

Absalom, Absalom! by William Faulkner

The Violent Bear It Away by Flannery O’Connor

Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison

Sula by Toni Morrison

Blood Meridian by Cormac McCarthy

Almanac of the Dead by Leslie Marmon Silko

For undergraduates:  How to Study in College by Walter Pauk (cost-sharing recommended)

Undergraduate Evaluation Rubric
The following grading percentages will be the basis for your final course grade.  

Attendance & evidence of close, careful, complete, and 
on-schedule reading of the required texts:


25%

Midterm:







25%

Independent research project:





25%
Final exam







25%

Please note that 25% of your grade is based upon preparation for and participation in class.  Students who are involved and engaged, and who demonstrate thoughtful consideration of the materials, should excel in this course.

Attendance and reading grade
1) Attendance:  Any student who misses a total of three classes or more, excused or unexcused, will receive an F for the course.  Chronic lateness, disrespectful language, text-messaging during class, and other disruptive activities will lower your attendance and reading grade significantly.  Class ends at 8:20 p.m.:  packing up prior to that time will be considered a disruptive activity.

2) Evidence of close, careful, complete, and on-schedule reading of the required texts (analytical responses, note-taking skills, study skills enhancement, participation):  You will be handing in one analytical response for each of the seven novels that we examine.  Each individual entry should be a minimum of one single-spaced page of writing in a regular font (approximately 700-800 words, or about 40-45 lines of type).  The two key portions of this activity are:  evidence within the entries that you have read the selected material closely, carefully, & completely; and analysis of either the text and/or contexts and/or implications of the reading.  Analytical responses are not the same as personal, subjective freewrites.  They are explorations of the importance of the material for learning and for the growth of society through knowledge of what people in previous societies have spoken or written.
Your note-taking practices for lectures and class discussions will be checked and assessed once during the semester:  on Friday, March 9.  Be sure to use a loose-leaf notebook so that I can collect your notes without interrupting your subsequent note-taking.  I will check your note-taking on How To Study in College at the same time that I check your lecture notes.  Embedded in your lecture notes, you should have at least three tips from each chapter of Pauk’s book noted as reminders to yourself for improving or maintaining your study skills.
Students are expected to look up unfamiliar vocabulary and to obtain assistance from peers, tutors, or the professor when faced with difficulty understanding sentence-level or concept-level aspects of the material.  (Difficulty understanding these aspects is assumed:  please do not be embarrassed to ask for help, or if you are embarrassed, don’t let that stop you from asking for help.)
You may enhance both the attendance and reading portions of your grade through regular, in-class participation that exhibits:

• completion of required reading;

• preparation for the day’s class;

• a genuine engagement with the materials and course issues;

• active contribution to discussion topics;



• efforts to work as learning team (i.e. refraining from dominating the discussion, respect for others and their contributions whether you agree or disagree, speaking up if you are normally quiet, showing a collaborative spirit, etc.).

• an understanding of the cognitive value of participating verbally and aurally in active class discussion and collaborative situations; and

• an understanding of your responsibility to contribute reciprocally toward the learning of others

Midterm and Final Exams
The midterm exam will be a take-home exam designed to synthesize your understanding of the first three novels that we study.  You will be synthesizing together the materials and perspectives that we explore through the texts and the critical articles read and discussed by the professor, the graduate students, and any undergraduates opting to read these articles.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Friday, March 9.  The final exam will be a take-home exam designed to synthesize your understanding of the final four novels  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Friday, May 11th at 4:30 p.m.
Independent research project

Each student will be responsible for an independent research project on one novel, a pair of novels, or the author(s) (two maximum) of one of the novels on the syllabus.  Each student will be responsible for an annotated bibliography of 10 sources including certain required types of sources and a 5-page-minimum double-spaced write-up of the research findings.  More information about the research project will be available in a handout.  Projects are due on Friday, April 27. The bibliography must evidence independent library-grounded research.  Papers and their associated bibliographies showing poor research methodology such as more than 10-20% of sources available electronically shall receive a failing grade.
Graduate Evaluation Rubric
For the graduate evaluation rubric, please see page 7.

Workload
This course is designed to present you with a workload of approximately 6 hours per week of reading and writing outside of class.  Please plan accordingly.  (The formula I use to determine this workload is the standard 3-hours-per-credit-hour formula applied to a 3 credit-hour course.)

Grading Policies
All assignments (including attendance) must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in this course.  Late assignments will be marked down by one full grade for every twenty-four hours of lateness (including Saturdays and Sundays), with absolutely no excuses accepted and no exceptions made.  (Electronic submissions are accepted on weekends and off-hours as proof of completion, with hard copy expected as soon as possible.)  Missing class on a day that an assignment is due is not a valid excuse for not turning in work on time.  Requests for extensions will be considered on a case-by-case basis and must be conveyed prior to the deadline for that assignment.  If at any time, you have a question or concern about a grade or my comments on an assignment, please see me in my office hours or schedule an appointment with me to discuss the matter.  
Disabilities

My classroom aspires to be a Disabilities Safezone in an Illinois undereducated about disabilities issues.  I attempt to be sensitive and understanding toward the wide range of “visible” and “invisible” disabilities experienced by individuals.  Any student in need of a special accommodation should present a Disability Concerns card to me, or first talk to me briefly and then contact Disability Concerns at 438-5853 (voice) or 438-8620 (TDD) in order to obtain an official card documenting your disability.  Illinois State University officially supports diversity and compliance with federal anti-discrimination regulations regarding disabilities.  
Academic Honesty

I expect my students to maintain the highest standard of academic honesty.  You should make yourself familiar with Illinois State University’s Student Code of Conduct, which contains the university’s policy on academic honesty.  You should also make yourself familiar with the penalties for violations of the policy and your rights as a student.  At last check, the Student Code was posted at http://www.policy.ilstu.edu/archives/student_code_of_conduct.htm.

Please be aware that plagiarism (one form of academic dishonesty) includes, but may not be limited to:  using all or part of a source, either directly or in paraphrase, either intentionally or unintentionally, whether that source be published, or online, or taken from a fellow or former student, without acknowledging that source.  If you have a question specific to a paper you are working on, please bring it to my attention.  I am happy to discuss areas of ambiguity that may exist in your mind.

While students are expected and encouraged to share ideas and insights on the course concepts and materials, all written assignments and other graded components of the course must reflect the individual effort of the student being evaluated. Students found guilty of academic dishonesty will fail this course.  Cases of academic dishonesty may also be referred to the Department Chair, the Department Director of Undergraduate Studies, and Community Rights and Responsibilities.  Incidents of academic dishonesty can result in penalties up to and including expulsion from the university and may be recorded on official transcripts.  

Schedule of Readings

## Indicates a reading available through Dr. Kalter’s website, public folder, on loan from her, or distributed as a handout

January 22:
Moby-Dick, chapters 1-42, including Etymology and Extracts
January 29:
Moby-Dick, chapters 43-87
February 5:
Moby-Dick, chapters 88-135 and Epilogue

## One MLA article on the novel chosen from website list; required for graduate students, optional for undergraduates; must be different from selection chosen by classmates

MLA articles available at http://lilt.ilstu.edu/smkalte/ENG336Melville.htm
**Undergraduate write-up on Moby-Dick due; graduate synopsis and critique of MLA article due
February 12:
Absalom, Absalom!, chapters 1-3
February 19:
Absalom, Absalom!, chapters 4-6
February 26:
Absalom, Absalom!, chapters 7-9


## One MLA article on the novel chosen from website list; required for graduate students, optional for undergraduates; must be different from selection chosen by classmates
**Undergraduate write-up on Absalom, Absalom! due; graduate synopsis and critique of MLA article due
March 5:
The Violent Bear It Away

## One MLA article on the novel chosen from website list; required for graduate students, optional for undergraduates; must be different from selection chosen by classmates
**Undergraduate write-up on The Violent Bear It Away due; graduate synopsis and critique of MLA article due
March 9:  Undergraduate midterm due
Spring Break

March 19:
Song of Solomon, chapters 1-7
March 26:
Song of Solomon, chapters 8-15

## One MLA article on the novel chosen from website list; required for graduate students, optional for undergraduates; must be different from selection chosen by classmates

**Undergraduate write-up on Song of Solomon due; graduate synopsis and critique of MLA article due
April 2:
Sula

## One MLA article on the novel chosen from website list; required for graduate students, optional for undergraduates; must be different from selection chosen by classmates

**Undergraduate write-up on Sula due; graduate synopsis and critique of MLA article due
April 9:
Blood Meridian, pages 3-165
April 16:
Blood Meridian, pages 166-337

## One MLA article on the novel chosen from website list; required for graduate students, optional for undergraduates; must be different from selection chosen by classmates

**Undergraduate write-up on Blood Meridian due; graduate synopsis and critique of MLA article due
April 23:
Almanac of the Dead, Part I: The United States of America
April 27:  Undergraduate annotated bibliography due; 
graduate teaching or career-linked project due
April 30:
Almanac of the Dead, Parts II-IV:  Mexico, Africa, The Americas

## One MLA article on the novel chosen from website list; required for graduate students, optional for undergraduates; must be different from selection chosen by classmates

**Undergraduate write-up on Almanac of the Dead due; graduate synopsis and critique of MLA article due
May 7:
5:30 p.m.  Review session/end-of-year-party on Almanac of the Dead, Blood Meridian, Sula, and Song of Solomon
May 11:  Undergraduate final exam due; graduate research papers due

Graduate Evaluation Rubric
Evaluation for this class will be based on the following:

Active, informed participation and evidence of close and careful reading of the primary and secondary texts (25%)
Seven synopses & methodological/rhetorical analyses of each of seven critical articles chosen by the student to accompany each one of the seven novels.  (Each article chosen must be different from those chosen by fellow students.)  (25%)

These papers are critical responses to the articles using both methodological and rhetorical analysis.  For the synopsis, you should address some or all of the following questions:  What are the main points of a given argument?  What presuppositions inform the critic’s approach?  How does it differ from other treatments of the same or similar topic?  What is good about it?  What issues does it not address adequately?  What is at stake for the writer?  For the methodological analysis, you should also consider how the writer structures his or her research in order to compose the article of the given scope, where gaps appear in this structuring, and where the structuring fills gaps previously left unfilled.  For the rhetorical analysis, you should speak to the manner in which the use of language in the article promotes or hinders the writer’s stated and unstated aims.
A research paper of approximately 25-30 pages.  The research paper shall have a minimum of 15 sources outside the syllabus as well as substantial material from the syllabus and the pre-selected critical articles, including at least one novel OR the work of at least one author from the syllabus.  It shall also have a substantial theoretical base, which may be grounded in a minimum of one source.  The paper should be nearly conference- and/or submission-ready, and must include a list of works cited evidencing independent library-grounded research.  Papers and their associated works cited showing poor research methodology, such having more than 10-20% of sources available electronically, shall receive a failing grade (25%)

For doctoral students:  

A teaching project in which you design an undergraduate syllabus, a rationale and goals, and one day’s class plan, appropriate to your area of concentration, that in some substantial way addresses or engages with American studies or comparative American studies through the novel form (25%) 

For master’s students:  

If the student’s primary career goal is not college or secondary teaching, an appropriate “pedagogical” project may be substituted for the teaching project listed under “For doctoral students.”  By pedagogical, I mean that the project educates some given segment of the population in a manner relevant to the student’s primary career goal.  Please consult with me regarding a reasonable and career-relevant alternative to the doctoral student assignment. (25%)
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