English 332:  Selected Figures in American Literature
Beyond the Native American Literary Renaissance:  
Representations of the Sioux in D/N/Lakota and U.S. Discourses

Spring 2005
Dr. Susan Kalter 

Class meeting time:  MW 6:30-7:45, Stevenson 347A
Office hours:  W 3:00-4:00 and by appointment on Mondays, Tuesdays, or Wednesdays
Office location, phone and email:  Stv 420D, 438-7859, smkalte@ilstu.edu
Websites:  http://lilt.ilstu.edu/smkalte/default.htm and http://stvcas.cas.ilstu.edu/~smkalte/public
Required texts

(in order of appearance)
Readings in the Rapid Print reader, or on-line/on e-reserve

How to Study in College by Walter Pauk et al
Winter Count by Dallas Chief Eagle

Turtle Lung Woman’s Granddaughter by Delphine Red Shirt

Waterlily by Ella Cara Deloria

The Grassdancer by Susan Power

Aurelia by Elizabeth Cook-Lynn

Red Earth:  Two Novellas by Philip Red Eagle

My Life is My Sundance by Leonard Peltier

Course Description

This course examines the discursive traditions of the Sioux (or Dakota/Nakota/Lakota, Indians)—and the relationship between Sioux literary history and U.S. discursive traditions about the Sioux.  Since even before the meeting between the Teton Lakotas and the U.S. Corps of Discovery led by Meriweather Lewis and William Clark, the Sioux Indians have paradoxically been represented in U.S. discourses as the quintessential examples of both the noble Indian and the ignoble Indian.  We will look at the intersections and impasses that have emerged, over the last two centuries and more, in the representation of the Sioux by others and in their self-representation.  Selected Figures in American Literature was established for the study of “important literary figures, genres, or movements.”  This course combines all three angles by looking at the figure of the Indian in U.S. literature from the point of view of the key authorial figures and genres that have arisen out of the savagist movement in American letters.  Important genres in this examination will include the historical novel and the travel narrative.  We will also be examining crucial genres in Sioux discursive history.  Some of these genres arise as specifically anti-savagist projects aimed at deconstructing the premises of savagism and tied to the larger anti-savagist movement in Native American history.  Others find their basis mainly in continuity with older D/N/Lakota genres having little to do with U.S. influences.  We will also be examining what it means for U.S. intellectuals to be going “beyond the Native American Literary Renaissance,” a movement defined largely by nonIndian critics and readers.

Evaluation

The following grading percentages will be the basis for your final course grade.  Please note that 40% of your grade is based upon preparation for and participation in class.  I reward most highly students who are involved and engaged, and who demonstrate thoughtful consideration of the materials.

Participation, including viewing two course films in full:

20%

Analytical responses and note-taking:



20%

Midterm:







20%

Research paper:






20%

Final exam







20%
Graduate students will be evaluated on a different set of assignments and percentages.  Please see the graduate supplement to the syllabus for details.

Participation:  

The participation portion of your grade is based upon whether you demonstrate regular verbal participation that exhibits:

• a genuine engagement with the materials and course issues;

• active contribution to discussion topics;

• completion of required reading and retrospective/prospective assignments;

• preparation for the day’s class;

• efforts to work as team (i.e. refraining from dominating the discussion, respect for others and their arguments whether you agree or disagree, speaking up if you are normally quiet, showing a collaborative spirit, etc.).

• an understanding of the cognitive value of participating verbally and aurally in active class discussion and collaborative situations; and

• an understanding of your responsibility to contribute reciprocally toward the learning of others

Your grade in this portion will be graduated according to your presence in class.  Each student may miss up to three class sessions, no questions asked, without harm to the participation grade.  Every absence after the third absence will reduce the participation grade by 5 points.  Any student who misses a total of six classes or more, excused or unexcused, will receive an F for the course.  Chronic lateness, disrespectful language, and other disruptive activities will lower your participation grade significantly.  Class ends at 7:45 p.m.:  packing up prior to that time will be considered a disruptive activity.

Analytical responses
You will write on a regular basis in response to the course readings.  One response (a minimum of one full page, single-spaced, one-inch margins on all sides, standard Times Roman font and fontsize) will be due each week, except for the weeks of January 17, March 7, March 28, April 11, and May 2.  These analyses must be typed, preferably on a computer.  If your response is just over one page, please shrink your font slightly to save trees.  Please put your name on the back of the page so that evaluation remains anonymous.
Ideally, you should spend no more than one hour for each entry.  This writing should be informal but focused.  I will post specific topics to write about; you may also invent your own prompt and write about it instead, if you choose, unless otherwise announced.  Self-designed responses must reflect a scholarly approach to the material.  If you are uncertain about how to design your own scholarly analysis, please refer to the previous prompts that I have posted as models or email me your proposed prompt.  Responses will be collected, credited and returned promptly.  They will be evaluated with a +, √, -, or zero.

Check the responses schedule linked off my main website for the deadlines for each response.  A total of 10 responses are due by the end of the semester. Keep returned entries in a binder or folder to refer to when writing your midterms and studying for your final exam. Failure to complete all 10 of the analytical responses will result in an F for the course. 

Your note-taking practices for lectures and class discussions will be checked and assessed once during the semester on Friday, March 11.  Be sure to use a loose-leaf notebook so that I can collect your notes without interrupting your subsequent note-taking.  Your note-taking grades will be 20% of your total grade for this portion of your grade evaluation.

Midterm and final exam
The midterm will be a take-home midterm designed to synthesize your understanding of the course topics from the first half of the semester on images of the pre-1900 Sioux.  You will be constructing your first midterm over the first eight weeks of the course by synthesizing together the materials and perspectives that we explore during those weeks.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Friday, March 11.  For the final, you will be completing an in-class short answer and/or essay exam.  The topics for this exam will be taken mainly from the section on 20th and 21st century images of the Sioux, with reference back to the first half of the semester.  You will be given a review sheet for the final, but you will not receive the questions in advance.  The exam will take place on Wednesday, May 11.  Please make Disabilities arrangements with me by Monday, May 2, if possible, and Friday, May 6 at the latest.
Research project
The third major assignment for the semester will be the completion of a research paper examining and interpreting two of the course films and one of the course readings.  You must also find at least seven other sources not listed on the syllabus during your research treasure hunt.  Fifty percent of your research project grade will be an assessment of the quality of your treasure hunt and resulting bibliography.  The remaining fifty percent of your research project grade will be an assessment of the quality of your composition of the research paper itself, which should be a minimum of eight pages long (Times Roman font, 12 point, 1-inch margins).  Typed and proofed papers will be due on Wednesday, May 4 at the start of class.
Workload

This course is designed to present you with a workload of approximately 6 hours per week of reading and writing outside of class.  Please plan accordingly and prioritize your tasks wisely.

Grading Policies

All assignments (including participation) must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in this course.  Late assignments will be marked down by one full grade for every twenty-four hours of lateness (including Saturdays and Sundays), with absolutely no excuses accepted and no exceptions made.  Missing class on a day that an assignment is due is not a valid excuse for not turning in work on time.  If at any time, you have a question or concern about a grade or my comments on an assignment, please see me in my office hours or schedule an appointment with me to discuss the matter.  Requests for extensions will be considered on a case-by-case basis and must be conveyed prior to the deadline for that assignment.
Disabilities

My classroom aspires to be a Disabilities Safezone in an Illinois undereducated about disabilities issues.  I attempt to be sensitive and understanding toward the wide range of visible and invisible disabilities experienced by individuals.  Any student in need of a special accommodation may either bring his or her Disability Concerns card to our meeting, or first talk to me briefly and then contact Disability Concerns in 350 Fell Hall at 438-5853 (voice) or 438-8620 (TTY) in order to obtain an official card documenting your disability.  Illinois State University officially supports diversity and compliance with federal anti-discrimination regulations regarding disabilities.  
Academic Honesty

I expect my students to maintain the highest standard of academic honesty.  You should make yourself familiar with Illinois State University’s Student Code of Conduct, which contains the university’s policy on academic honesty.  You should also make yourself familiar with the penalties for violations of the policy and your rights as a student.  At last check, the Student Code was posted at http://www.policy.ilstu.edu/archives/student_code_of_conduct.htm.

Please be aware that plagiarism (one form of academic dishonesty) includes, but may not be limited to:  using all or part of a source, either directly or in paraphrase, either intentionally or unintentionally, whether that source be published, or online, or taken from a fellow or former student, without acknowledging that source.  If you have a question specific to a paper you are working on, please bring it to my attention.  I am happy to discuss areas of ambiguity that may exist in your mind.

While students are expected and encouraged to share ideas and insights on the course concepts and materials, all written assignments and other graded components of the course must reflect the individual effort of the student being evaluated. Students found guilty of academic dishonesty will fail this course.  Cases of academic dishonesty may also be referred to the Department Chair and Community Rights and Responsibilities.  Incidents of academic dishonesty can result in penalties up to and including expulsion from the university and may be recorded on official transcripts.  

Schedule of readings

Wednesday, January 19:
Introductions

Why I Can’t Read Wallace Stegner on Hanta Yo (handout)

Hanta Yo excerpt (handout)
The Ghost Dance, Wounded Knee, and the Historical Images of the Sioux in the Early 1800s
Monday, January 24:
“The War for the Black Hills,” “Dance of the Ghosts,” and 



“Wounded Knee” (in the reader)

“The Lakota Ghost Dance:  An Ethnohistorical Account” (in the 



reader)

How to Study in College, Chapter 9 and 10

Wednesday, January 26:
The Ghost-Dance Religion and the Sioux Outbreak of 1890, pp. 



xv-xxiii, xi-xiii, 1, 60-137 (in the reader)
Monday, January 31:
The Ghost-Dance Religion and the Sioux Outbreak of 1890, pp. 



138-145, 293-310 (in the reader)


From the Deep Woods to Civilization, pp. 76-115 (in the reader)


Black Elk Speaks from the 1989 anthology (in the reader)

Black Elk Speaks from the 1998 anthology (in the reader)
Wednesday, February 2:
Winter Count, pp. xix-xxii, 1-75

How to Study in College, Chapter 11

Monday, February 7:
Winter Count, pp. 76-155

How to Study in College, Chapters 4 and 7

Wednesday, February 9:
Winter Count, pp. 156-230
Film showing at 7:45 p.m.:  A Man Called Horse
Monday, February 14:
Lewis and Clark:  Across the Divide, pp. 90-109, 58 (in the reader)

The Journals of Lewis and Clark, pp. 68-79 (in the reader)

The Prairie, pp. 257-340 (in the reader)

How to Study in College, Chapter 6


Wednesday, February 16:
Turtle Lung Woman’s Granddaughter, pp. xv-xviii, 1-39
Film showing at 7:45 p.m.:  Buffalo Bill and the Indians
Monday, February 21:
Turtle Lung Woman’s Granddaughter, pp. 41-106

How to Study in College, Chapter 2


Wednesday, February 23:
Turtle Lung Woman’s Granddaughter, pp. 107-182
Film showing at 7:45 p.m.:  The Great Sioux Uprising, if available; or Dreamkeeper
Monday, February 28:
Turtle Lung Woman’s Granddaughter, pp. 183-242


How to Study in College, Chapter 5
Wednesday, March 2:
Waterlily, pp. 3-83
Film showing at 7:45 p.m.:  Dances with Wolves
Monday, March 7:
Waterlily, pp. 83-162

How to Study in College, Chapter 3


Wednesday, March 9:
Waterlily, pp. 162-227
Midterm due on Friday, March 11 at 12 noon, Stv 420D

SPRING BREAK

Twentieth Century Images

Monday, March 21:
The Grass Dancer, pp. 3-96

How to Study in College, Chapter 8

Wednesday, March 23:
The Grass Dancer, pp. 99-156
Monday, March 28:
The Grass Dancer, pp. 159-216

How to Study in College, Chapter 12

Wednesday, March 30:
The Grass Dancer, pp. 219-282
Monday, April 4:
The Grass Dancer, pp. 285-333
Wednesday, April 6:
From the River’s Edge (in Aurelia), pages to be determined
Film showing at 7:45 p.m:  Skins
Monday, April 11:
From the River’s Edge (in Aurelia), pages to be determined
Wednesday, April 13:
Red Earth, pages to be determined

Like A Hurricane excerpts (in the reader)
Film showing at 7:45 p.m.:  Journey through Rosebud, if available; or Powwow Highway
Monday, April 18:
Red Earth, pages to be determined
Wednesday, April 20:
Red Earth, pages to be determined
Film showing at 7:45 p.m.:  Thunderheart
Monday, April 25:
My Life is My Sundance, pp. ix-xxvi, 1-47
Film showing at 7:45 p.m.:  Incident at Oglala
Wednesday, April 27:
My Life is My Sundance, pp. 48-111
Monday, May 2:
My Life is My Sundance, pp. 112-182
Wednesday, May 4:
My Life is My Sundance, pp. 183-243
Research paper due Wednesday, May 4 at the start of class
Final exam:  Wednesday, May 11 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Stevenson 347A
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