English 300
Senior Seminar:  

How to Write a Long Research Paper
Spring 2009
Professor Susan Kalter 

Class meeting time:  MW 2-3:15 in Stevenson 347A
Office hours:  M 2-3:15*, TWTh starting at 3:15, and by appointment 
Office location, phone and email:  Stevenson 424J, 438-8660, susankalter@ilstu.edu
Websites:  http://lilt.ilstu.edu/smkalte/default.htm  http://blackboard.ilstu.edu, and http://casfiles02.casit.ilstu.edu/reserve/English/kalter/ (must be using VPN Client if off-campus)

Course Description

As the capstone course for English majors, this course is designed to help you synthesize the main dimensions of English studies, and the study of discourse in other languages where relevant to your interests.  The two central requirements of the course are a senior research project and portfolio of work in your major.  Given that most students will enter this course never having tackled a long research paper, you will be spending the semester learning how to synthesize theories of literature, culture, language, and writing with other source materials into a substantial written expository work (senior thesis).
Required texts

(in order of appearance)

You will need these items immediately.  E-reserves will be available through my websites.

Literary Theory:  An Anthology by Julie Rivkin and Michael Ryan


Readings on-line/on e-reserve

The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers by Joseph Gibaldi (recommended)
Evaluation
The following milestones and grading percentages will be the basis for your final course grade, with exceptions noted in the syllabus under “Quizzes, participation, and attendance” and “Grading Policies.”  

.  

Annotated bibliography, self-researched sources:
35%

Annotated bibliography, summaries of theoretical sources:
25%

Final research paper, including rough draft and peer review:
40%

Attendance:…………………………………….
must meet minimum to pass course 

Well-organized, well-presented portfolio of your best work in the major:

…………………………………………..………….course/graduation requirement
1) Attendance:  Any student who misses a total of four class meetings or more, excused or unexcused, will receive an F for the course.  Each student may miss up to one class session without harm to the attendance portion of the evaluation.  The second and third absences will reduce the overall course grade by 5 points.  Chronic lateness, disrespectful language, text-messaging during class, speaking to one another while another classmate or your professor has the floor, and other disruptive activities will lower your attendance and reading grade significantly.  Class ends at 3:15 p.m.:  packing up prior to that time will be considered a disruptive activity.
Emails and phone messages notifying me of your absence from class are welcome as a means of communication and keeping in touch about issues that may be impacting your ability to concentrate on the coursework.  However, they are not strictly necessary and, due to my busy schedule, I usually will not reply to these messages.  This includes inquiries about “what I missed,” which should be directed to your classmates, as I cannot reproduce 75 minutes of classwork once or twice a week for each student who cannot attend.
2) Annotated bibliography, self-researched sources:  On a weekly basis throughout the semester, you will be handing in annotated bibliographical citations that demonstrate that you are building a credible source base for your final research paper and that you are working steadily toward this goal rather than “blowing it off until the last moment.”  In the interest of fairness, each self-researched annotation must represent the equivalent of 10-40 pages of reading, or 20-80 minutes of hard work as determined by the instructor with input from the students.  More information about the minimum requirements for these weekly assignments will be available in class and from your professor.
3) Annotated bibliography, summaries of theoretical sources:  On a weekly basis throughout the semester, you will be handing in annotated bibliographical citations that demonstrate that you are building a credible theoretical base for your final research paper and that you are working steadily toward this goal rather than “blowing it off until the last moment.”  More information about the minimum requirements for these weekly assignments will be available in class and from your professor. 
4) Final research paper:  Students will be required to draft, revise, and finalize a research paper of at least 30 pages, double-spaced, in standard Times Roman 12-point font, with 1-inch margins, and a minimum number of sources, including a minimum number of theoretical sources, (both minimums to be announced on the first day of class), substantially used and cited in the paper.  Papers substantially under 12,000 words will not be accepted.  In addition to the works cited, students should hand in their cumulative self-researched annotated bibliographies in polished form.  Students will also be assessed on their contribution to others’ final papers by substantive critique at the rough draft stage.  More information about the research project will be available in class and from your professor.  Rough drafts must be completed by 1:30 p.m. (30 minutes before class) on Wednesday, April 15 to avoid grade penalty.  Projects are due on Wednesday, May 6.
5) Well-organized, well-presented career portfolio of your best work in the major:  In order to graduate and in order to pass this course, student must hand in a portfolio of their best post-secondary work in English and any other relevant academic departments or programs.  In order to receive a passing grade and therefore permission to graduate, these portfolios must be arranged in a well-organized manner with thoughtful attention to the mode of presentation.  A self-reflexive statement of initial goals, learning milestones, and future aspirations should accompany this portfolio.  Students may also wish to include similar, shorter statements at various stages in their portfolio presentation, particularly if lacunae in the materials necessitate recollective documentation of achievements and challenges.
You may enhance both the attendance portion and the annotated bibliography portions of your grade through regular, in-class participation that exhibits:
• efforts to work as learning team (i.e. refraining from dominating the discussion, respect for others and their contributions whether you agree or disagree, speaking up if you are normally quiet, showing a collaborative spirit, etc.);

• an understanding of the cognitive value of participating verbally and aurally in active class discussion and collaborative situations; 

• an understanding of your responsibility to contribute reciprocally toward the learning of others

• critical inquiry into the questions and problems raised by your own source investigation, discovery, and digestion, and that of other students;

• critical inquiry into the questions and problems raised by your own drafting, revising, and polishing efforts, and those of other students;

• preparation for the day’s class;

• a genuine engagement with the questions raised by the English studies paradigm;

• active contribution to discussion topics.
Online participation:  Throughout the semester, you may also enhance your course grade by engaging in online Blackboard discussions of the course materials.  This participation may be especially useful during the conceptualization and drafting stages of your writing.

Workload

This course is designed to present you with a workload of approximately 9 hours per week of reading and writing inside and outside of class.  Please plan accordingly.  (The formula I use to determine this workload is the standard 3-hours-per-credit-hour formula applied to a 3 credit-hour course.)

Grading Policies

All assignments (including attendance) must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in this course.  Late assignments will be marked down by one full grade for every twenty-four hours of lateness (including Saturdays and Sundays), with absolutely no excuses accepted and no exceptions made.  An assignment that is three hours late, for example, will be marked down by one full grade.  (Electronic submissions are accepted on weekends and off-hours as proof of completion, with hard copy expected as soon as possible.)  Missing class on a day that an assignment is due is not a valid excuse for not turning in work on time.  Requests for extensions will be considered on a case-by-case basis and must be conveyed prior to the deadline for that assignment.  If at any time, you have a question or concern about a grade or my comments on an assignment, please see me in my office hours or schedule an appointment with me to discuss the matter.

Disabilities

My classroom aspires to be a Disabilities Safezone.  I attempt to be sensitive and understanding toward the wide range of “visible” and “invisible” disabilities experienced by individuals.  Any student in need of a special accommodation should present a Disability Concerns letter to me, or first talk to me briefly and then contact Disability Concerns at 438-5853 (voice) or 438-8620 (TDD) in order to obtain an official card documenting your disability.  Illinois State University officially supports diversity and compliance with federal anti-discrimination regulations regarding disabilities.  
Academic Honesty

I expect my students to maintain the highest standard of academic honesty.  You should make yourself familiar with Illinois State University’s Student Code of Conduct, which contains the university’s policy on academic honesty.  You should also make yourself familiar with the penalties for violations of the policy and your rights as a student.  At last check, the Student Code was posted at http://www.policy.ilstu.edu/archives/student_code_of_conduct.htm.

Please be aware that plagiarism (one form of academic dishonesty) includes, but may not be limited to:  using all or part of a source, either directly or in paraphrase, either intentionally or unintentionally, whether that source be published, or online, or taken from a fellow or former student, without acknowledging that source.  If you have a question specific to a paper you are working on, please bring it to my attention.  I am happy to discuss areas of ambiguity that may exist in your mind.

While students are expected and encouraged to share ideas and insights on the course concepts and materials, all written assignments and other graded components of the course must reflect the individual effort of the student being evaluated. Students found guilty of academic dishonesty will fail this course.  Cases of academic dishonesty may also be referred to the Department Chair, the Department Director of Undergraduate Studies, and Community Rights and Responsibilities.  Incidents of academic dishonesty can result in penalties up to and including expulsion from the university and may be recorded on official transcripts.  
Schedule of readings & meetings
*Class meeting days are in bold
At any time, you may turn in your Blackboard work early

At any time, you may turn in extra theory summaries for extra credit

Summaries of theory are expected to be no more than 1-2 paragraphs
Monday, January 12:
Introductions
Wednesday, January 14:
Literary Theory:  An Anthology, pages 3-6, 53-55, 127-130, 257-261 (summaries due on Blackboard)

Viswanathan (on English Studies origins), e-reserve (summary due on Blackboard
Monday, January 19:
No classes:  University Holiday

*Tuesday, January 20:
Voloshinov (on speech genres and class struggle), e-reserve (summary due on Blackboard)
The Dialogical Principle (on epistemology of the human sciences), e-reserve (summary due on Blackboard)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Wednesday, January 21:
Literary Theory:  An Anthology, pages 389-396, 505-507, 643-646 (summaries due on Blackboard)
The Dialogical Principle (on philosophical anthropology), e-reserve (summary due on Blackboard)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Monday, January 26:
Bakhtin (on laughter and carnival), e-reserve (summary due on Blackboard)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard

The MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, introduction and chapter 1 (recommended)

Wednesday, January 28:
Literary Theory:  An Anthology, pages 959-963, 1071-1074, 1233-1234 (summaries due on Blackboard)
Vizenor (on narrative chance), e-reserve (summary due on Blackboard)
Brotherston on Derrida (on orality/writing), e-reserve (summary due on Blackboard)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Monday, February 2*: 
*We will meet on this date if we agree that it is necessary.  Otherwise:  Library/research day; office hours available


Hall on Gramsci (on nation/race), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Wednesday, February 4:
Literary Theory:  An Anthology, pages 765-769, 885-888 (summaries due on Blackboard)

Raymond Williams (on dominant, residual, emergent; and on class), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Monday, February 9:
Library/research day; office hours available


Marx, “Grundrisse,” “The German Ideology,” “Wage Labor and Capital,” “Capital,” pages 650-672 (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)



One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Wednesday, February 11:
Fanon (on violence), e-reserve (summaries due on Blackboard)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Monday, February 16:
Library/research day; office hours available


Said (on orientalism), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)
Lowe (on French and British orientalisms), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Wednesday, February 18:
Spivak (can the subaltern speak), e-reserve (summaries due on Blackboard)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Monday, February 23:
Library/research day; office hours available

Gates, “The Blackness of Blackness,” pages 987-1004 (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)
Morrison, “Playing in the Dark,” pages 1005-1016 (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Wednesday, February 25:
Indirect gloss of Lacan (on mirror and real/symbolic/imaginary), at


http://humanities.uchicago.edu/faculty/mitchell/glossary2004/symbolicrealimaginary.htm and 
Lacan (mirror stage), pages 441-446 (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize these readings)
Deleuze and Guattari (anti-Oedipus), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Monday, March 2:
Library/research day; office hours available


Foucault (on sexuality), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)


Butler (on performing gender), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Wednesday, March 4:
Foucault (on the archaeology of knowledge), pages 90-96 & e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Spring Break
Monday, March 16:
Library/research day; office hours available

Althusser (on ideological state apparatuses), pages 693-702 (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

Benedict Anderson (on imagining community/nation), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

Summary of one entire section of the theory book due
One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Wednesday, March 18:
Foucault (on surveillance/discipline & punishment), pages 549-566 (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Monday, March 23:
Library/research day; office hours available

Geertz (on deep play), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)
Montrose, “Professing the Renaissance,” pages 584-591 (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Wednesday, March 25: 
Lukacs (on the historical novel), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)


Bourdieu (on class & education), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Monday, March 30:
Library/research day; office hours available

Mulvey (on visual pleasure and cinema), e-reserve OR Clover (on Horror films) (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)
Radway (reading romance), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Wednesday, April 1:
Halberstam (on female masculinity OR who’s afraid of queer theory), e-reserve OR pages 935-956 (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)
Chodorow (on compulsory heterosexuality), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Monday, April 6:
Library/research day; office hours available
Eve Sedgwick (on homosociality/male-male desire), e-reserve OR pages 912-921 (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Wednesday, April 8:
Foucault (what is an author), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)
Barthes (death of the author), e-reserve (check Blackboard to see if you have been assigned to summarize this reading)

One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Monday, April 13:
Library/research day; office hours available


Summary of one entire section of the theory book due


One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Wednesday, April 15: 
One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard


ROUGH DRAFTS DUE
Monday, April 20:
Library/research day; office hours available


One self-researched annotation due on Blackboard
Wednesday, April 22:
Rough draft workshop
Monday, April 27:
No class
Wednesday, April 29:
No class
Wednesday, May 6 at 3:00 p.m.:  Capstone portfolios and final drafts of research papers due on Blackboard
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