English 232
American Literature from 1830 through 1870
Spring 2008
Professor Susan Kalter 

Class meeting time:  TR 2:00-3:15, Centennial East 211
Office hours:  Wednesdays 3:30-5:00 p.m. and by appointment 

Office location, phone and email:  Williams 203, 438-8660, smkalte@ilstu.edu
Websites:  http://lilt.ilstu.edu/smkalte/default.htm and http://casfiles02.casit.ilstu.edu/reserve/English/kalter/
Required texts

(in order of appearance)
Readings on e-reserve

How to Study in College by Walter Pauk and Ross Owens

The Confidence-Man: His Masquerade by Herman Melville
Sensational Designs:  The Cultural Work of American Fiction, 1790-1860 by Jane Tompkins

The Heath Anthology of American Literature, Early Nineteenth Century

The Sound the Stars Make Rushing Through the Sky by Jane Johnston Schoolcraft
The Poems of Emily Dickinson

The Higher Law:  Thoreau on Civil Disobedience and Reform
Clotel: or, the President’s Daughter by William Wells Brown
Our Nig: or, Sketches from the Life of a Free Black by Harriet E. Wilson

Uncle Tom’s Cabin by Harriet Beecher Stowe
Absaraka:  Home of the Crows by Margaret I. Carrington
Course Description

During this semester, we will be concentrating on how mid-nineteenth century writers were discussing the impact of adding the Louisiana Territory to the United States, debating Indian removal,  invoking civil action, and responding to three periods of war: the U.S.-Mexican war, the Civil War, and the beginnings of the wars with western Indian nations.  Writers discussed will include:  Herman Melville, David Cusick, Maris Bryant Pierce, Nathaniel Thayer Strong, John Ross, Emily Dickinson, Jane Johnson Schoolcraft, Henry David Thoreau, William Wells Brown, Harriet E. Wilson, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Margaret I. Carrington, and more. 

Evaluation

The following grading percentages will be the basis for your final course grade.  Please note that 25% of your grade is based upon regular completion of out-of-class reading.  I reward most highly students who are involved and engaged, and who demonstrate thoughtful consideration of the materials.

Reading quizzes; evidence of close, careful, complete, and 
on-schedule reading of the required texts; and attendance:
25%

Midterm:







25%

Anthology-based research project:




25%

Final exam







25%

Reading and attendance grade
1) Reading quizzes:  On a regular basis throughout the semester, you will be completing narrative-style, or multiple choice, or other types of quizzes to ensure that you are keeping up with the reading and comprehending what you have read.  Failure to complete a minimum of 70% of the reading quizzes will result in an F for the course.  Failure to complete a quiz shall include receiving a zero on that quiz.  Students with a 35% average or less on the quizzes by mid-semester will receive an F for the course as a whole.  
Students are expected to look up unfamiliar vocabulary and to obtain assistance from peers, tutors, or the professor when faced with difficulty understanding sentence-level or concept-level aspects of the material.  (Difficulty understanding these aspects is assumed:  please do not be embarrassed to ask for help, or if you are embarrassed, don’t let that stop you from asking for help.)  I will check your reading of How To Study in College through these quizzes; answers to this portion of the quiz shall not count in the determination of whether you completed the quiz as described in bold above, but shall be figured into your average.  

2) Evidence of close, careful, complete, and on-schedule reading of the required texts (note-taking skills, study skills enhancement, participation):  See the in-class participation description below.  Your note-taking practices for lectures and class discussions will be checked and assessed once during the semester:  on Friday, March 7.  Be sure to use a loose-leaf notebook so that I can collect your notes without interrupting your subsequent note-taking.  Embedded in your lecture notes, you should have at least three tips from each chapter of Pauk’s book noted as reminders to yourself for improving or maintaining your study skills.
You may enhance the reading portion of your final course grade through regular, in-class participation that exhibits:
• completion of required reading;

• preparation for the day’s class;

• genuine engagement with & critical inquiry towards the materials and course issues;
• genuine efforts to back up what you say with reference to details in the texts;
• active contribution to discussion topics;



• efforts to work as learning team (i.e. refraining from dominating the discussion, respect for others and their contributions whether you agree or disagree, speaking up if you are normally quiet, showing a collaborative spirit, etc.).

• an understanding of the cognitive value of participating verbally and aurally in active class discussion and collaborative situations; and

• an understanding of your responsibility to contribute reciprocally toward the learning of others
3) Attendance:  Any student who misses a total of seven classes or more, excused or unexcused, will receive an F for the course.  Each student may miss up to two class sessions without harm to the attendance and reading grade.  Every absence after the second absence and up through the sixth absence will reduce the overall attendance and reading grade by 5 points.  Chronic lateness, disrespectful language, text-messaging during class, speaking to one another while another classmate or your professor has the floor, and other disruptive activities will lower your attendance and reading grade significantly.  Class ends at 12:15 p.m.:  packing up prior to that time will be considered a disruptive activity.

Emails and phone messages notifying me of your absence from class are welcome as a means of communication and keeping in touch about issues that may be impacting your ability to concentrate on the coursework.  However, they are not strictly necessary and, due to my busy schedule, I usually will not reply to these messages.  This includes inquiries about “what I missed,” which should be directed to your classmates, as I cannot possibly reproduce 75 minutes of classwork twice a week for each student who cannot attend.
Midterm and Final Exams
The midterm exam will be a take-home exam designed to synthesize your understanding of the first seven weeks of course topics.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Friday, March 7.  The final exam will be a take-home exam designed to synthesize your understanding of the last eight weeks of course topics, including the week prior to spring break.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Tuesday, May 6th at 5:30 p.m.

Anthology-based research project
Using the Heath Anthology of American Literature, you will be constructing an annotated bibliography and literary-historical synthesis of the works of 15 featured writers (or sections of bold-face titled works, such as “Songs of the Slaves,” or “Tales from the Hispanic Southwest”) not otherwise included in any substantial form on this syllabus.  Writers/sections that may not be used are:  “Jane Johnston Schoolcraft,” 1422-30; “John Ross,” 1452-58; “Henry David Thoreau,” 1735-52; “Angelina Grimké,” 1862-71, 2089-91; “Sarah Moore Grimké,” 2082-88; “Mike Fink,” 2127-31; “Harriet Beecher Stowe,” 2547-2609; “William Wells Brown,” 2610-21; “Alice Cary,” 2801-21; and “Emily Dickinson,” 3042-95.  Students must submit a one-page proposal by email explaining the logic of their selections by Friday, February 8th.  Each student must select a different combination of readings and articulate a logic related to their own projected educational goals.  The professor reserves the right to reject proposals that demonstrate intent to do substantially less reading than an objective minimum, or than the average proposal.  Research project will be due on Friday, May 2.  
Workload
This course is designed to present you with a workload of approximately 9 hours per week of reading and writing inside and outside of class.  Please plan accordingly.

Grading Policies

All assignments (including attendance) must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in this course.  Late assignments will be marked down by one full grade for every twenty-four hours of lateness (including Saturdays and Sundays), with absolutely no excuses accepted and no exceptions made.  An assignment that is three hours late, for example, will be marked down by one full grade.  (Electronic submissions are accepted on weekends and off-hours as proof of completion, with hard copy expected as soon as possible.)  Missing class on a day that an assignment is due is not a valid excuse for not turning in work on time.  Requests for extensions will be considered on a case-by-case basis and must be conveyed prior to the deadline for that assignment.  If at any time, you have a question or concern about a grade or my comments on an assignment, please see me in my office hours or schedule an appointment with me to discuss the matter.  
Disabilities

My classroom aspires to be a Disabilities Safezone in an Illinois undereducated about disabilities issues.  I attempt to be sensitive and understanding toward the wide range of visible and invisible disabilities experienced by individuals.  Any student in need of a special accommodation should first talk to me briefly and then contact Disability Concerns at 438-5853 (voice) or 438-8620 (TDD) in order to obtain an official letter documenting your disability.  Illinois State University officially supports diversity and compliance with federal anti-discrimination regulations regarding disabilities.  
Academic Honesty

I expect my students to maintain the highest standard of academic honesty.  You should make yourself familiar with Illinois State University’s Student Code of Conduct, which contains the university’s policy on academic honesty.  You should also make yourself familiar with the penalties for violations of the policy and your rights as a student.  At last check, the Student Code was posted at http://www.policy.ilstu.edu/archives/student_code_of_conduct.htm.

Please be aware that plagiarism (one form of academic dishonesty) includes, but may not be limited to:  using all or part of a source, either directly or in paraphrase, either intentionally or unintentionally, whether that source be published, or online, or taken from a fellow or former student, without acknowledging that source.  If you have a question specific to a paper you are working on, please bring it to my attention.  I am happy to discuss areas of ambiguity that may exist in your mind.

While students are expected and encouraged to share ideas and insights on the course concepts and materials, all written assignments and other graded components of the course must reflect the individual effort of the student being evaluated. Students found guilty of academic dishonesty will fail this course.  Cases of academic dishonesty may also be referred to the Department Chair and Community Rights and Responsibilities.  Incidents of academic dishonesty can result in penalties up to and including expulsion from the university and may be recorded on official transcripts.  

Schedule of readings

Tuesday, January 15:
Introductions

Thursday, January 17:
From Jefferson and Southwest Exploration:  The Freeman & Custis Accounts of the Red River Expedition of 1806, e-reserve 

How to Study in College, Chapter 9 (Chapter 13 in 9th edition)
Tuesday, January 22:
The Confidence-Man:  His Masquerade, chapters 1-7
Sensational Designs, Introduction & Chapter I: Masterpiece Theater through section II

How to Study in College, Chapter 10

Thursday, January 24:
The Confidence-Man:  His Masquerade, chapters 8-16
Sensational Designs, finish Chapter I: Masterpiece Theater
How to Study in College, Chapter 11

Tuesday, January 29:
The Confidence-Man:  His Masquerade, chapters 17-22
Sensational Designs, Chapter VI: The Other American Renaissance

How to Study in College, Chapters 4 and 7 (Chapters 9 & 6 in 9th)

Thursday, January 31:
The Confidence-Man:  His Masquerade, chapters 23-29

Davy Crockett, from Davy Crockett’s Own Story

Selected Work of Mike Fink, Heath Anthology, 2127-31


How to Study in College, Chapter 6 (Chapter 5 in 9th edition)
Tuesday, February 5:
The Confidence-Man:  His Masquerade, chapters 30-39

How to Study in College, Chapter 2 

Thursday, February 7:
The Confidence-Man:  His Masquerade, chapters 40-45
Sensational Designs, Chapter VII: “But Is It Any Good?”

How to Study in College, Chapter 5 (Chapter 4 in 9th edition)
Research paper proposal due Friday, February 8 by email
Tuesday, February 12:
Maris Bryant Pierce (Seneca), “Address on the Present Condition 



and Prospects of the Aboriginal Inhabitants of North 



America,” e-reserve



Daniel Littlefield, “‘They ought to enjoy the home of their 



fathers’:  The treaty of 1838, Seneca intellectuals, and 



literary genesis,” e-reserve



David Cusick (Tuscarora), Sketches of Ancient History of the Six 


Nations, e-reserve

Sensational Designs, Chapter IV: No Apologies for the Iroquois

How to Study in College, Chapter 3
Thursday, February 14:
John Ross (Cherokee), from The Papers of Chief John Ross, vol. 1, 



e-reserve

How to Study in College, Chapter 1
Tuesday, February 19:
Selections from The Poems of Emily Dickinson, to be announced


Jane Johnston Schoolcraft, pages 89-123


How to Study in College, Chapter 8

Thursday, February 21:
Selections from The Poems of Emily Dickinson, to be announced


Jane Johnston Schoolcraft, pages 124-54


How to Study in College, Chapter 12

Tuesday, February 26:
Jane Johnston Schoolcraft, pages 155-89

Selections from The Poems of Emily Dickinson, to be announced

Thursday, February 28:
Jane Johnston Schoolcraft, pages 190-220

Selections from The Poems of Emily Dickinson, to be announced

Tuesday, March 4:
Henry David Thoreau, “Resistance to Civil Government”


Henry David Thoreau, “The Service”


Howard Zinn, Introduction to The Higher Law

Abe Lincoln’s writings against the U.S.-Mexican War at:
http://www.animatedatlas.com/mexwar/lincoln1.html
http://www.animatedatlas.com/mexwar/lincoln2.html
http://www.classicreader.com/read.php/bookid.3331/sec.22/
http://slacktivist.typepad.com/slacktivist/2004/02/on_the_mexican_.html
http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/documents/documents_p2.cfm?doc=116
http://lincoln.lib.niu.edu/biography4text.html
Thursday, March 6:
http://www.tsha.utexas.edu/handbook/online/articles/CC/fcr24.html

http://www.cnn.com/US/9811/19/alamo.auction/

From Col. Crockett's Exploits and Adventures in Texas...Written by 


Himself, e-reserve

From With Santa Anna in Texas, e-reserve

http://www.canku-luta.org/PineRidge/laramie_treaty.html

http://www.pbs.org/weta/thewest/resources/archives/four/ftlaram.htm

http://www.azteca.net/aztec/guadhida.html

From History of the Conquest of Mexico, e-reserve


From We People Here, e-reserve
Midterm due Friday, March 7 at 11:59 p.m.
Spring Break
Tuesday, March 18:
Clotel, chapters 1-16

Henry David Thoreau, “Slavery in Massachusetts”

Thursday, March 20:
Clotel, chapters 17-29
Tuesday, March 25:
Our Nig, chapters 1-6

Henry David Thoreau, “A Plea for Captain John Brown”


Henry David Thoreau, “Martyrdom of John Brown”


Henry David Thoreau, “The Last Days of John Brown”

Thursday, March 27:
Our Nig, chapters 7-12, Appendix

Henry David Thoreau, “Life Without Principle”
Tuesday, April 1:
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, chapters 1-8

Henry David Thoreau, “Reform and the Reformers”

Thursday, April 3:
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, chapters 9-13
Tuesday, April 8:
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, chapters 14-18
Selected Work of Alice Cary, Heath Anthology, pages 2801-21
Thursday, April 10:
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, chapters 19-24
Tuesday, April 15:
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, chapters 25-32

Selected Work of the Grimké sisters, Heath Anthology, pages 1862-71, 2082-91
Thursday, April 17:
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, chapters 33-40

Research papers due Friday, April 18 at 11:59 p.m.
Tuesday, April 22: 
Uncle Tom’s Cabin, chapters 41-45
Sensational Designs, Chapter V: Sentimental Power
Thursday, April 24:
Absaraka, chapters 1-9
Roy Harvey Pearce, “The Metaphysics of Indian-Hating,” Ethnohistory 4.1 (Winter, 1957): 27-40 (Available through JSTOR database, see Milner Library’s website, “find articles on your topic,” databases by title scrolldown to JSTOR)
Roy Harvey Pearce, “Melville’s Indian-hater: A Note on a Meaning of The Confidence Man” (available through MLA database, see Milner Library’s website, “find articles on your topic,” databases by title scrolldown to MLA International Bibliography)

Tuesday, April 29:
Absaraka, chapters 10-20
Thursday, May 1:
Absaraka, chapters 21-30, Appendix I
Final exam:  Due on Tuesday, May 6th at 5:30 p.m. at Williams 203
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