English 231:  Early and Ancient American Literature 

Fall 2006

Professor Susan Kalter 

Class meeting time:  TR 3:35-4:50, Stevenson 221B
Office hours:  Wednesdays 3:30-5:00 p.m. and by appointment on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, or Thursdays only
Office location, phone and email:  Stv 420E, 438-8660, smkalte@ilstu.edu
Websites:  http://lilt.ilstu.edu/smkalte/default.htm and http://stvcas.cas.ilstu.edu/~smkalte/public
Course Description

In this course, we will examine the traditional and revisionary conceptions of the “origins” of U.S. literature.  In addition to looking at seminal texts from New England and the founding documents of the nation, we will consider Caribbean, Mexican, Southeastern, Southwestern, Old Northwest, French, African and First Nations contributions to national identities and foundational conflicts.  Ending with the literature of the Post-Revolutionary period, this course asks students to examine definitions of: literacy, freedom, rhetorical force, power, and democracy, as well as violence, religious faith, human identity and human rights as elements of specific historical reconstruction.

Required texts

(in order of appearance)
You will need the first item immediately.  Please call Rapid Print (DeGarmo Hall 3) at 438-5517 before going to purchase the readers to be sure that they will have a copy run off for you.

Readings in the Rapid Print readers, or on-line/on e-reserve

The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano Written by Himself

The Coquette by Hannah Webster Foster

Wieland, or the Transformation by Charles Brockden Brown

How to Study in College by Walter Pauk (available at bookstores or through Prof. Kalter’s lending library; cost-sharing recommended)
Evaluation

The following grading percentages will be the basis for your final course grade.  

Attendance, reading quizzes, & evidence of close, careful
complete, and on-schedule reading of the required texts:

25%

Midterm:







25%

Independent or collaborative research project:


25%

Final exam







25%

Please note that 25% of your grade is based upon preparation for and participation in class.  Students who are involved and engaged, and who demonstrate thoughtful consideration of the materials, should excel in this course.

Attendance and reading grade
1) Attendance:  Any student who misses a total of seven classes or more, excused or unexcused, will receive an F for the course.  Each student may miss up to three class sessions, no questions asked, without harm to the attendance and reading grade.  Every absence after the third absence and up through the sixth absence will reduce the overall attendance and reading grade by 5 points.  Chronic lateness, disrespectful language, and other disruptive activities will lower your attendance and reading grade significantly.  Class ends at 4:50 p.m.:  packing up prior to that time will be considered a disruptive activity.

2) Reading quizzes:  On a regular basis throughout the semester, you will be completing narrative-style, or multiple choice, or other types of quizzes to ensure that you are keeping up with the reading and comprehending what you have read.  Failure to complete a minimum of 70% of the reading quizzes will result in an F for the course.  Students are expected to look up unfamiliar vocabulary and to obtain assistance from peers, tutors, or the professor when faced with difficulty understanding sentence-level or concept-level aspects of the material.  (Difficulty understanding these aspects is assumed:  please do not be embarrassed to ask for help, or if you are embarrassed, don’t let that stop you from asking for help.)
3) Evidence of close, careful, complete, and on-schedule reading of the required texts (note-taking skills, study skills enhancement, participation, analytical journaling):  Your note-taking practices for lectures and class discussions will be checked and assessed once during the semester:  on Friday, October 20.  Be sure to use a loose-leaf notebook so that I can collect your notes without interrupting your subsequent note-taking.  I will check your note-taking on How To Study in College at the same time that I check your lecture notes.  Embedded in your lecture notes, you should have at least three tips from each chapter of Pauk’s book noted as reminders to yourself for improving or maintaining your study skills.
You may enhance both the attendance and reading portions of your grade through regular, in-class participation that exhibits:

• completion of required reading;

• preparation for the day’s class;

• a genuine engagement with the materials and course issues;

• active contribution to discussion topics;



• efforts to work as learning team (i.e. refraining from dominating the discussion, respect for others and their contributions whether you agree or disagree, speaking up if you are normally quiet, showing a collaborative spirit, etc.).

• an understanding of the cognitive value of participating verbally and aurally in active class discussion and collaborative situations; and

• an understanding of your responsibility to contribute reciprocally toward the learning of others

You may also enhance the reading portion of your grade by performing regular analytical journaling.  This analytical journaling may be turned in to me with your midterm and final exam, or you may post it publicly on the webboard.  If you choose to keep a journal (handwritten or electronic), each individual entry should be the equivalent of one single-spaced page of writing in a regular font (approximately 700-800 words, or about 40-45 lines of type).  Remember that the two key portions of this enhancement activity are:  evidence within the journal entries that you have read the selected material closely, carefully, & completely; and analysis of either the text and/or contexts and/or implications of the reading.  Analytical journaling is not the same as a personal, subjective freewrite.  It is an exploration of the importance of the material for learning and for the growth of society through knowledge of what people in previous societies have spoken or written.
Midterm and Final Exams

The midterm exam will be a take-home exam designed to synthesize your understanding of the course topics pertaining to the seventeenth century and before.  You will be constructing your midterm over the first eight weeks of the course by synthesizing together the materials and perspectives that we explore during those weeks.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Friday, October 20.  The final exam will be a take-home exam designed to synthesize your understanding of the course topics pertaining to the eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Thursday, December 14th at 5:30 p.m.

Independent or collaborative research project

Students will have the option of performing either an independent research project or collaborating with one or more other students in the course on a joint research project.  Each student, whether working independently or collaboratively, will be responsible for an annotated bibliography of 10 sources including 5 required types of sources, a 5-page-minimum double-spaced write-up of the research findings, and a creative component.  More information about the research project will be available in a handout.  Projects are due on Friday, December 1 with optional sharing of creative components on December 14.
Workload

This course is designed to present you with a workload of approximately 6 hours per week of reading and writing outside of class.  Please plan accordingly.  (The formula I use to determine this workload is the standard 3-hours-per-credit-hour formula applied to a 3 credit-hour course.)
Grading Policies

All assignments (including attendance) must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in this course.  Late assignments will be marked down by one full grade for every twenty-four hours of lateness (including Saturdays and Sundays), with absolutely no excuses accepted and no exceptions made.  (Electronic submissions are accepted on weekends and off-hours as proof of completion, with hard copy expected as soon as possible.)  Missing class on a day that an assignment is due is not a valid excuse for not turning in work on time.  Requests for extensions will be considered on a case-by-case basis and must be conveyed prior to the deadline for that assignment.  If at any time, you have a question or concern about a grade or my comments on an assignment, please see me in my office hours or schedule an appointment with me to discuss the matter.  
Disabilities

My classroom aspires to be a Disabilities Safezone in an Illinois undereducated about disabilities issues.  I attempt to be sensitive and understanding toward the wide range of “visible” and “invisible” disabilities experienced by individuals.  Any student in need of a special accommodation should present a Disability Concerns card to me, or first talk to me briefly and then contact Disability Concerns at 438-5853 (voice) or 438-8620 (TDD) in order to obtain an official card documenting your disability.  Illinois State University officially supports diversity and compliance with federal anti-discrimination regulations regarding disabilities.  
Academic Honesty

I expect my students to maintain the highest standard of academic honesty.  You should make yourself familiar with Illinois State University’s Student Code of Conduct, which contains the university’s policy on academic honesty.  You should also make yourself familiar with the penalties for violations of the policy and your rights as a student.  At last check, the Student Code was posted at http://www.policy.ilstu.edu/archives/student_code_of_conduct.htm.

Please be aware that plagiarism (one form of academic dishonesty) includes, but may not be limited to:  using all or part of a source, either directly or in paraphrase, either intentionally or unintentionally, whether that source be published, or online, or taken from a fellow or former student, without acknowledging that source.  If you have a question specific to a paper you are working on, please bring it to my attention.  I am happy to discuss areas of ambiguity that may exist in your mind.

While students are expected and encouraged to share ideas and insights on the course concepts and materials, all written assignments and other graded components of the course must reflect the individual effort of the student being evaluated. Students found guilty of academic dishonesty will fail this course.  Cases of academic dishonesty may also be referred to the Department Chair and Community Rights and Responsibilities.  Incidents of academic dishonesty can result in penalties up to and including expulsion from the university and may be recorded on official transcripts.  

Schedule of readings

Tuesday, August 22:
Introductions

The Sixteenth Century and before
Thursday, August 24:  America before Europeans, Africans, and Asians
Francis Jennings, Selections from “Classical Indian America” in The Founders of America
Selection from Hero, Hawk, and Open Hand
How to Study in College, Chapter 9 (Note-taking Mindset)


Tuesday, August 29:  Have we discovered America yet?

Christopher Columbus, Selections from “Journal of the First Voyage to America” and “Narrative of the Third Voyage”

How to Study in College, Chapter 10 (Effective Notes)
Thursday, August 31:  Debating the Indian and African souls

Sylvia Wynter, “New Seville and The Conversion Experience of Bartolomé de Las Casas”

Bartolomé de Las Casas, Selection from In Defense of the Indians
Tuesday, September 5:  Aztec civilization and the chronicling of the conquest of Mexico

Fray Bernardino de Sahagun, Selections from Conquest of New Spain
Anonymous Aztecs, Selections from Cantares Mexicanos
How to Study in College, Chapter 11 (Mastering Notes)
Thursday, September 7:  Antecedents to New Mexican colonization

Anonymous Zuni(s), “Talk Concerning the First Beginning” and “Sayatasha’s Night Chant” (Allow up to 3-4 hours to read both.)
Tuesday, September 12:  Colonizing New Mexico

David La Vere, Selection from The Caddo Chiefdoms:  Caddo Economics and Politics, 700-1835
Alvar Nuñez Cabeza de Vaca, from Relation of Nuñez Cabeza de Vaca
Fray Marcos de Niza, from A Relation of the Reverend Father...

Pedro Castañeda, from The Journey of Coronado
Edmund Nequatewa, Truth of a Hopi
How to Study in College, Chapters 4 and 7 (Defending Memory; Building Vocabulary)
French and British Colonization in the Seventeenth Century
Thursday, September 14:  The French in Canada and Louisiana

Paul le Jeune, Selection from The Jesuit Relations
Jean de Brébeuf, Selections from The Jesuit Relations
Antoine Simon Le Page du Pratz, Selections from The History of Louisiana 
Tuesday, September 19:  Ancient records/ancient writing

Readings about the Midewewin, or Ojibwa Medicine Society

Jacques Marquette, Selection from The Jesuit Relations
How to Study in College, Chapter 6 (Improving Reading)
Thursday, September 21:  What to see in Virginia
John Smith, from The Generall Historie of Virginia, New-England and the Summer Isles

William Byrd, from The History of the Dividing Line and The Secret History of the Line 

Robert Beverley, from The History and Present State of Virginia
*Elizabeth Sprigs, Letter to her father
Tuesday, September 26:  The dialectic of colonization in Georgia and South Carolina

Wilma Dunaway, “Incorporation as an Interactive Process”
*Coosaponakessa, Letter to General James Oglethorpe
Alexander Hewatt, from An Historical Account of the Rise and Progress of the Colonies of South Carolina and Georgia
How to Study in College, Chapter 2 (Controlling Your Time)



Thursday, September 28:  New England and the immigrant experience

John Winthrop, from A Modell of Christian Charity
Anne Bradstreet, from The Tenth Muse
*Sister Crackbone, Conversion narrative
Tuesday, October 3:
The Indian word as argumentation

Roger Williams, from A Key into the Language of America
Francis Jennings, from The Invasion of America
John Eliot, from Indian Dialogues
Wolfgang Hochbruck and Beatrix Dudensing-Reichel, “‘Honoratissimi Benefactores’:...”

How to Study in College, Chapter 5 (Managing Stress)
Thursday, October 5:
The war narrative and the construction of history
Cotton Mather, from Decennium Luctuosum
*Katharine Marbury Scott, Letter to John Winthrop

*Mary Easty, Petition to Governor Phips
Tuesday, October 10:
Captivity
Mary Rowlandson, A True History of the Captivity and Restoration of Mrs. Mary Rowlandson

Briton Hammon, A Narrative of the Sufferings and Deliverance of Briton Hammon
How to Study in College, Chapter 3 (Staying Focused)
The Eighteenth Century

Thursday, October 12: Reconstructing Iroquois literature and history  
Paul A.W. Wallace, “The Legend of Deganawidah”

Matthew Dennis, from Cultivating a Landscape of Peace
Barbara A. Mann and Jerry L. Fields, “A Sign in the Sky”
Tuesday, October 17:
The Covenant Chain and the “first” genre of North American literature

Susan Kalter, Selections from the Introduction to Benjamin Franklin, Pennsylvania, and the First Nations
Ben Franklin, printer, “A Treaty with the Indians of the Six Nations,” Lancaster, 1744; and from “An Account of the Treaty...with the Indians of the Six Nations,” Albany 1745;

Various Iroquois informants, from “The Ritual of Condolence”
How to Study in College, Chapter 1 (Setting Goals)
Thursday, October 19:  Conversion, coercion, self-congratulation
Laura J. Murray, “‘Pray Sir, Consider a Little’:...”
Jonathan Edwards, “Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God”

Benjamin Franklin, Selections from The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin
Midterm due Friday, October 20 at 4:30 p.m.  Drop in the box at 420E.
Tuesday, October 24:  Early African American writers

Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, Chapters 1-6

Phillis Wheatley, Selected poems

*Judith Cocks, Letter to her master

How to Study in College, Chapter 8 (Thinking Visually)

Thursday, October 26:  New Seville Revisited

Olaudah Equiano, The Interesting Narrative of the Life of Olaudah Equiano, Chapters 7-12

Thomas Jefferson, from Notes on the State of Virginia
Tuesday, October 31:
Constitutional Controversies

Thomas Paine, from Common Sense and from The American Crisis
James Madison, Federalist No. 10

Various, “Dissent of the Minority of the Pennsylvania Convention”

John Adams and Abigail Adams, from Autobiography of John Adams
John and Abigail Adams and Mercy Otis Warren, Letters

Prince Hall, “Petition” and “Charge”
How to Study in College, Chapter 12 (Managing Test Anxiety)
Thursday, November 2:

Hannah Webster Foster, The Coquette, Letters I-XXIX

*Judith Sargent Murray (handout)

Tuesday, November 7:

Hannah Webster Foster, The Coquette, Letters XXX-LV

*Belinda, Petition

Thursday, November 9:


Hannah Webster Foster, The Coquette, Letters LVI-LXXIV (end)

Tuesday, November 14:


Charles Brockden Brown, Wieland, Chapters 1-9

*Mary Willing Byrd (handout)

Thursday, November 16:

Charles Brockden Brown, Wieland, Chapters 10-19

THANKSGIVING BREAK

Tuesday, November 28:


Charles Brockden Brown, Wieland, Chapters 20-27

Early Nineteenth Century

Thursday, November 30:  The American short story

Washington Irving, from A History of New York, “Rip Van Winkle,” and “The Legend of Sleepy Hollow”

Research projects due on Friday, December 1
Tuesday, December 5:  Orientalism meets savagism?

Mordecai Manuel Noah, “Discourse on the Evidences of the American Indians being the Descendants of the Lost Tribes of Israel” and She Would Be a Soldier
Thursday, December 7:  Frontier culture:  the old Northwest and the old Southwest


John James Audubon, from Ornithological Biographies

Daniel Boone, The Adventures of Colonel Daniel Boon

Davy Crockett, from Davy Crockett’s Own Story
Final exam:  Due on Thursday, December 14th at 5:30 p.m. at Stv 420E
Have a great winter break!
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