English 125:  Literary Narrative

Crossing Borders:  The Louisiana Territory in the Popular Imagination

Fall 2005

Dr. Susan Kalter 

Class meeting time:  MW 5:00-6:15, Stevenson 212

Office hours:  W 1-2:30 and by appointment on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays

Office location, phone, and email:  Stv 420D, 438-7859, smkalte@ilstu.edu
Websites:  http://lilt.ilstu.edu/smkalte/default.htm and http://scs.cas.ilstu.edu/~smkalte/public/


Required texts

(in order of appearance)
Readings in the Rapid Print reader, or on-line/on e-reserve

I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your Company by Brian Hall

How to Study in College by Walter Pauk

Philip Nolan’s Friends by Edward Everett Hale (in the Rapid Print reader)

All the Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy

Fool’s Crow by James Welch

Blood Meridian by Cormac McCarthy

A Good Scent from a Strange Mountain by Robert Olen Butler

A Lesson Before Dying by Ernest J. Gaines

Voodoo Dreams by Jewell Parker Rhodes

Course Description

This course traces the narrative and imaginative invention of the Louisiana Territory from the inception of European colonialism through the modern day.  We will examine how historical and fictional narratives have produced the entity known as the Louisiana Purchase and how they have shaped and reshaped it in the public imagination.  Beginning with the well-known expedition of Lewis and Clark and the little known expedition of Philip Nolan, we will see how these narratives form templates for the subsequent narration of the regions involved and reveal the instability of the borders of the Purchase.  We will also look at the many ways in which borders were crossed during this early era and consider border crossing as the definitive theme of the experience of Louisiana.  The fine line between purchase and conquest is one of these borders, so we will look at the creative retelling of two sets of wars ultimately provoked by the acquisition of Louisiana by the United States.  We will end with the question of whether Jefferson’s vision for an empire of liberty through Louisiana has been or may be realized.

Evaluation

The following grading percentages will be the basis for your final course grade.  Please note that 40% of your grade is based upon preparation for and participation in class.  I reward most highly students who are involved and engaged, and who demonstrate thoughtful consideration of the materials.

Participation:




20%

Short assignments:



20%

Midterm #1:




25%

Midterm #2:




15%

Final exam




20%

Participation
The participation portion of your grade is based upon whether you demonstrate regular verbal participation that exhibits:

• a genuine engagement with the materials and course issues;

• active contribution to discussion topics;

• completion of required reading and retrospective/prospective assignments;

• preparation for the day’s class;

• efforts to work as team (i.e. refraining from dominating the discussion, respect for others and their arguments whether you agree or disagree, speaking up if you are normally quiet, showing a collaborative spirit, etc.).

• an understanding of the cognitive value of participating verbally and aurally in active class discussion and collaborative situations; and

• an understanding of your responsibility to contribute reciprocally toward the learning of others

Your grade in this portion will be graduated according to your presence in class.  Each student may miss up to three class sessions, no questions asked, without harm to the participation grade.  Every absence after the third absence will reduce the participation grade by 5 points.  Any student who misses a total of six classes or more, excused or unexcused, will receive an F for the course.  Chronic lateness, disrespectful language, and other disruptive activities will lower your participation grade significantly.  Class ends at 6:15 p.m.:  packing up prior to that time will be considered a disruptive activity.

Short assignments:  Analytical responses, note-taking skills, and study skills

You will write on a regular basis in response to the course readings.  One response (one full page, single-spaced, one-inch margins on all sides, standard Times Roman font and fontsize) will be due each week, except for the weeks of August 22, September 12, October 3, October 24, and October 31.  These analyses must be typed, preferably on a computer.  They should be a minimum of one page but no longer, so you should shrink your font slightly if you find yourself spilling onto a second page.  Please put your name on the back of the page so that evaluation remains anonymous.  

Ideally, you should spend no more than one hour for each entry.  This writing should be informal but focused.  I will post specific topics to write about; you may also invent your own prompt and write about it instead, if you choose, unless otherwise announced.  Self-designed responses must reflect a scholarly approach to the material.  If you are uncertain about how to design your own scholarly analysis, please refer to the previous questions that I have posted as models or email me your proposed prompt.  Responses will be collected, credited, and returned promptly.  They will be evaluated with a +, √, -, or zero.

Check the responses schedule for the deadlines for each response.  A total of 10 responses are due by the end of the semester.  Keep returned entries in a binder or folder to refer to when writing your midterms and studying for your final exam. Failure to complete a minimum of 8 out of 10 analytical responses will result in an F for the course.  

Your note-taking practices for lectures and class discussions will be checked and assessed once during the semester:  on Friday, October 7.  Be sure to use a loose-leaf notebook so that I can collect your notes without interrupting your subsequent note-taking.  I will also check your note-taking on How To Study in College at the same time that I check your lecture notes.  Embedded in your lecture notes, you should have at least three tips from each chapter noted as reminders to yourself for improving or maintaining your study skills.  Your note-taking grades will be 30% of your total responses grade (also known as the short assignments grade).

Midterms

Both midterms will be take-home midterms designed to synthesize your understanding of the course topics.  For the first midterm, I will be asking you to write about the segment of the class entitled Gaining the Territory.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Friday, October 7.  For the second midterm, I will be asking you to write about the segment of the course entitled International Relations.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Friday, November 4.  

Final Exam  

The final exam will consist of two parts.  The first part of the exam will be a take-home essay.  The second part of the exam will be an in-class final.  The take-home essay will be due at the beginning of the in-class final.

Workload

This course is designed to present you with a workload of between 3 and 6 hours per week of reading and writing outside of class.  Please plan accordingly.

Grading Policies

All assignments (including participation) must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in this course.  Late assignments will be marked down by one full grade for every twenty-four hours of lateness (including Saturdays and Sundays), with absolutely no excuses accepted and no exceptions made.  Missing class on a day that an assignment is due is not a valid excuse for not turning in work on time.  If at any time, you have a question or concern about a grade or my comments on an assignment, please see me in my office hours or schedule an appointment with me to discuss the matter.  Requests for extensions will be considered on a case-by-case basis and must be conveyed prior to the deadline for that assignment.
Disabilities

My classroom aspires to be a Disabilities Safezone in an Illinois undereducated about disabilities issues.  I attempt to be sensitive and understanding toward the wide range of visible and invisible disabilities experienced by individuals.  Any student in need of a special accommodation may either bring his or her Disability Concerns card to me, or first talk to me briefly and then contact Disability Concerns in 350 Fell Hall at 438-5853 (voice) or 438-8620 (TTY) in order to obtain an official card documenting your disability.  Illinois State University officially supports diversity and compliance with federal anti-discrimination regulations regarding disabilities.  
Academic Honesty

I expect my students to maintain the highest standard of academic honesty.  You should make yourself familiar with Illinois State University’s Student Code of Conduct, which contains the university’s policy on academic honesty.  You should also make yourself familiar with the penalties for violations of the policy and your rights as a student.  At last check, the Student Code was posted at http://www.policy.ilstu.edu/archives/student_code_of_conduct.htm.

Please be aware that plagiarism (one form of academic dishonesty) includes, but may not be limited to:  using all or part of a source, either directly or in paraphrase, either intentionally or unintentionally, whether that source be published, or online, or taken from a fellow or former student, without acknowledging that source.  If you have a question specific to a paper you are working on, please bring it to my attention.  I am happy to discuss areas of ambiguity that may exist in your mind.

While students are expected and encouraged to share ideas and insights on the course concepts and materials, all written assignments and other graded components of the course must reflect the individual effort of the student being evaluated. Students found guilty of academic dishonesty will fail this course.  Cases of academic dishonesty may also be referred to the Department Chair and Community Rights and Responsibilities.  Incidents of academic dishonesty can result in penalties up to and including expulsion from the university and may be recorded on official transcripts.  

Schedule of readings

All assigned reading should be completed before class 

on the day next to which that reading is listed

Monday, August 22:
Introductions

Gaining the Territory:  By Purchase or Conquest

Wednesday, August 24:
David La Vere on the Caddos (RP reader)

I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your Company, pp.1-61

How to Study in College, Chapter 9


Monday, August 29:
I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your Company, pp. 63-122


Elizabeth Cook-Lynn and James Riding In on the expedition 



(RP reader)


How to Study in College, Chapter 10

Wednesday, August 31:
I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your Company, pp. 123-183

Fenelon and Defender-Wilson on Sakakawea for Savagery 



(RP reader)

Monday, September 5:
Labor Day—No Class


I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your Company, pp. 185-244

Wednesday, September 7:
I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your Company, pp. 245-312


Matthew L. Jones’ Wahtohtana heda Nyut’achi… (RP reader)

How to Study in College, Chapter 11

Monday, September 12:
I Should Be Extremely Happy in Your Company, pp. 313-374


(Finish the novel on your own, if you are interested)


Angie Wagner on the bicentennial of the expedition (RP reader)


How to Study in College, Chapters 4 and 7

Wednesday, September 14:
Philip Nolan’s Friends, Chapters 1-11

Monday, September 21:
Philip Nolan’s Friends, Chapters 12-24


How to Study in College, Chapter 6
Wednesday, September 23:
Philip Nolan’s Friends, Chapters 25-39
Monday, September 26:
All the Pretty Horses, Chapter 1

How to Study in College, Chapter 2


Wednesday, September 28:
All the Pretty Horses, Chapter 2
Monday, October 3:
All the Pretty Horses, Chapter 3 and pp. 219-241


(Finish All the Pretty Horses on your own, if you are interested)

How to Study in College, Chapter 5

International Relations

Wednesday, October 5:
Fool’s Crow, pp.3-69

Monday, October 10:
Fool’s Crow, pp. 70-125

How to Study in College, Chapter 3


Wednesday, October 12:
Fool’s Crow, pp. 129-202

Monday, October 17:
Fool’s Crow, pp. 207-284


(Finish Fool’s Crow on your own, if you are interested)


How to Study in College, Chapter 1

Wednesday, October 19:
Blood Meridian, Chapters 1-4

Monday, October 24:
Blood Meridian, Chapters 5-9

How to Study in College, Chapter 8

Wednesday, October 26:
Blood Meridian, Chapters 10-13

Monday, October 31:
Blood Meridian, Chapters 14-17


(Finish Blood Meridian on your own, if you are interested)


How to Study in College, Chapter 12

Dead Presidents

Movie:  JFK (to be viewed by Wednesday, November 2)
Wednesday, November 2:
“Open Arms,” “Mr. Green,” “Letters from my Father,” “Love,” 


and “In the Clearing” in A Good Scent from a Strange Mountain
Monday, November 7:
“A Ghost Story,” “Snow,” “Relic,” “A Good Scent from a Strange 


Mountain,” “Salem,” and “Missing” in A Good Scent from a 


Strange Mountain
Wednesday, November 9:
A Lesson Before Dying, Chapters 1-17

Monday, November 14:
A Lesson Before Dying, Chapters 18-31

Vieux Carré:  The French Quarter
Wednesday, November 16:
“Jean-ah Poquelin” by George Washington Cable


Voodoo Dreams, pp. 3-35

THANKSGIVING BREAK

(I recommend reading ahead in Voodoo Dreams over the break)

Monday, November 28:
“Belles Demoiselles Plantation” by George Washington Cable


Voodoo Dreams, pp. 39-95

Wednesday, November 30:
Voodoo Dreams, pp. 96-131, 140-163

Monday, December 5:
Voodoo Dreams, pp. 178-256
Wednesday, December 7:
Voodoo Dreams, pp. 257-269, 294-342, 413-427
Final exam:  Monday, December 12 from 5:30 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. in Stevenson 212
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