English 100:  Introduction to English Studies

Fall 2005

Dr. Susan Kalter 

Class meeting time:  MWF 3:00-3:50, Stevenson 347A

Office hours:  W 1-2:30 and by appointment on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays

Office location, phone, and email:  Stv 420D, 438-7859, smkalte@ilstu.edu
Websites:  http://lilt.ilstu.edu/smkalte/default.htm and http://scs.cas.ilstu.edu/~smkalte/public/
Required texts

(in order of appearance)
Sensational Designs:  The Cultural Work of American Fiction by Jane Tompkins

How to Study in College by Walter Pauk

Readings in the Rapid Print reader, or on-line/on e-reserve

Spoken Soul by John Russell Rickford and Russell John Rickford

Keeping Slug Woman Alive by Greg Sarris

No-No Boy by John Okada

Bone by Fae Myenne Ng

Early Poems by William Butler Yeats

Notebook of a Return to the Native Land by Aimé Césaire

Death and the King’s Horseman by Wole Soyinka

Course Description

This course introduces students to the field of English Studies.  We will explore the different disciplines that constitute the major (writing and rhetoric, linguistics, and literary studies) and how they might interact with one another and impact one another.  We consider the history of reading in the United States and how this history has influenced what we read in secondary schools and institutions of higher education around the country.  Our perceptions of language and dialect along with our understanding of why we study language and its products will also be an area of focus.  We will consider what it might mean to restructure the study of “English” through the lens of comparative literature in the global age.  We will therefore need to think about the role of English Studies in education, in academic and professional institutions, and in civil society.  We will also practice some of the methods of research used in the discipline of literary studies.  While no one course can prepare you for every subsequent course in the major at ISU, this gateway course is designed to introduce you to several tools, concepts, and texts that you will be able to build upon during your progress through the major.  It will give you a “taste” of what we “do” in English, how we do it, why we do it, and how it quietly but powerfully shapes every individual’s world.
Evaluation

The following grading percentages will be the basis for your final course grade.  Please note that much of your grade is based upon preparation for and participation in class.  I reward most highly students who are involved and engaged, and who demonstrate thoughtful consideration of the materials.

Participation:




20%

Short assignments:



20%

Midterm:




20%

Research paper on No-No Boy and Bone:
20%

Final exam:




20%

Participation
The participation portion of your grade is based upon whether you demonstrate regular verbal participation that exhibits:

• a genuine engagement with the materials and course issues;

• active contribution to discussion topics;

• completion of required reading and retrospective/prospective assignments;

• preparation for the day’s class;

• efforts to work as team (i.e. refraining from dominating the discussion, respect for others and their arguments whether you agree or disagree, speaking up if you are normally quiet, showing a collaborative spirit, etc.).

• an understanding of the cognitive value of participating verbally and aurally in active class discussion and collaborative situations; and

• an understanding of your responsibility to contribute reciprocally toward the learning of others

Your grade in this portion will be graduated according to your presence in class.  Each student may miss up to three class sessions, no questions asked, without harm to the participation grade.  Every absence after the third absence will reduce the participation grade by 5 points.  Any student who misses a total of seven classes or more, excused or unexcused, will receive an F for the course.  Chronic lateness, disrespectful language, and other disruptive activities will lower your participation grade significantly.  Class ends at 3:50 p.m.:  packing up prior to that time will be considered a disruptive activity.

Short assignments

The short assignments you complete will include:  the major/minor planning and portfolio exercise, the weekly analytical responses (see below), textual note-taking and lecture note-taking, and the goals workshopping exercise.  Your note-taking practices will be checked and assessed once during the semester:  on Tuesday, October 18.  Be sure to use a loose-leaf notebook so that I can collect your notes without interrupting your subsequent note-taking.  Your goals workshopping will be checked at the same time as the note-taking and also on Friday, December 9, but will be submitted through the webboard.  Each “exercise” is the equivalent of one response.  Your note-taking grades will be 30% of your total responses grade.

Weekly analytical responses

You will write on a regular basis in response to the course readings.  One response (a minimum of one full page, single-spaced, one-inch margins on all sides, standard Times Roman font and font size) will be due each week except for the weeks of August 22, September 12, October 3, October 17, and November 14.  These analyses must be typed, preferably on a computer.  If your response is just over one page, please shrink your font slightly to save trees.  Please put your name on the back of the page so that evaluation remains anonymous.  

Ideally, you should spend no more than one hour for each entry.  This writing should be informal but focused.  During the last seven weeks of the course, I will post specific topics to write about; at that time, you may also invent your own prompt about the same reading and write about it instead, if you choose, unless otherwise announced.  Self-designed responses must reflect a scholarly approach to the material.  If you are uncertain about how to design your own scholarly analysis, please refer to the previous questions that I have posted as models or email me your proposed prompt.  

During the first eight weeks of the course (and the week of November 7), you will be writing retrospectively (after discussing the reading(s) in class) rather than prospectively (before discussing the reading(s) in class).  These retrospective responses will solidify your understanding of the theoretical and critical readings we will be examining during this first half of the class and encourage your unique responses to them.  The prospective responses of the second half will help you formulate ideas for your research paper and final exam.

Responses will be collected on the dates indicated on the handout.  They will be credited and returned promptly.  They will be evaluated with a +, √, -, or zero.  A total of 10 responses are due by the end of the semester.  Keep returned entries in a binder or folder to refer to when writing your midterms and studying for your final exam.  Failure to complete a minimum of 8 out of 10 analytical responses will result in an F for the course.  

The retrospective analytical responses must be turned in on the days indicated on the handout.  Since one significant purpose of the prospective analytical responses is to prepare you to help generate class discussion, you may not turn in a response on a reading after that reading has been discussed in class.  

Midterm

You will be constructing your midterm over the first eight weeks of the course by synthesizing together the concepts and theories that we explore during those weeks and by putting them into conflict with one another where appropriate.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Tuesday, October 18.

Research Paper

You will write a research paper examining John Okada’s No-No Boy and Fae Myenne Ng’s Bone and based on your research treasure hunt from October 19 through November 14.  Papers should be a minimum of 7 pages long, using standard Times Roman font and font size, and one-inch margins.  Typed and proofed research papers will be due on Friday, November 18.  In order to give them thoughtful consideration, they will be graded and returned by Wednesday, December 14.  Please do not ask for them prior to that date. 

Final Exam  

The final exam will be an in-class final based on a question or questions handed out during the last week of the course.  You will be asked to draw upon the concepts visited throughout the course in order to frame and/or interpret the writings of William Butler Yeats, Aimé Césaire, and/or Wole Soyinka.

Workload

This course is designed to present you with a workload of between 3 and 6 hours per week on average of reading and writing outside of class.  Please plan accordingly.

Grading Policies

All assignments (including participation) must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in this course.  Late assignments will be marked down by one full grade for every twenty-four hours of lateness (including Saturdays and Sundays), with absolutely no excuses accepted and no exceptions made.  Missing class on a day that an assignment is due is not a valid excuse for not turning in work on time.  If at any time, you have a question or concern about a grade or my comments on an assignment, please see me in my office hours or schedule an appointment with me to discuss the matter.  Requests for extensions will be considered on a case-by-case basis and must be conveyed prior to the deadline for that assignment.
Disabilities

My classroom aspires to be a Disabilities Safezone in an Illinois undereducated about disabilities issues.  I attempt to be sensitive and understanding toward the wide range of visible and invisible disabilities experienced by individuals.  Any student in need of a special accommodation may either bring his or her Disability Concerns card to me, or first talk to me briefly and then contact Disability Concerns in 350 Fell Hall at 438-5853 (voice) or 438-8620 (TTY) in order to obtain an official card documenting your disability.  Illinois State University officially supports diversity and compliance with federal anti-discrimination regulations regarding disabilities.  
Academic Honesty

I expect my students to maintain the highest standard of academic honesty.  You should make yourself familiar with Illinois State University’s Student Code of Conduct, which contains the university’s policy on academic honesty.  You should also make yourself familiar with the penalties for violations of the policy and your rights as a student.  At last check, the Student Code was posted at http://www.policy.ilstu.edu/archives/student_code_of_conduct.htm.

Please be aware that plagiarism (one form of academic dishonesty) includes, but may not be limited to:  using all or part of a source, either directly or in paraphrase, either intentionally or unintentionally, whether that source be published, or online, or taken from a fellow or former student, without acknowledging that source.  If you have a question specific to a paper you are working on, please bring it to my attention.  I am happy to discuss areas of ambiguity that may exist in your mind.

While students are expected and encouraged to share ideas and insights on the course concepts and materials, all written assignments and other graded components of the course must reflect the individual effort of the student being evaluated. Students found guilty of academic dishonesty will fail this course.  Cases of academic dishonesty may also be referred to the Department Chair and Community Rights and Responsibilities.  Incidents of academic dishonesty can result in penalties up to and including expulsion from the university and may be recorded on official transcripts.  

Schedule of readings

All assigned reading should be completed before class 

on the day next to which that reading is listed

Monday, August 22:
Introductions


Planning your Major, Preparing your Portfolio

The Literary Canon and Its Aftermath

Wednesday, August 24:
Sensational Designs, Introduction and Chapter 1

Knowledge Goal #2

How to Study in College, Chapter 9

Friday, August 26:
Sensational Designs, Chapters 2 and 3

Monday, August 29:
Sensational Designs, Chapters 4 and 5


How to Study in College, Chapter 10

Wednesday, August 31:
Sensational Designs, Chapter 6

Louis Montrose on the New Historicism (RP reader)
Friday, September 2:
Sensational Designs, Chapter 7

Language:  The Material of Reading, Writing, and Rhetoric

Monday, September 5:
Labor Day—No Class

Wednesday, September 7:
Raymond Williams on culture and society (RP reader)


Spoken Soul, Part Three


Knowledge Goal #9


How to Study in College, Chapter 11

Friday, September 9:
Spoken Soul, Part Four


Knowledge Goal #4

Monday, September 12:
Spoken Soul, Parts Two and Five


How to Study in College, Chapters 4 and 7

Wednesday, September 14:
V. N. Voloshinov on Marxism and the philosophy of language 



(RP reader)

Friday, September 16:
Mikhail Bakhtin on the problem of speech genres (RP reader)

Monday, September 19:
The Dialogical Principle, Introduction, Chapters 1-2 (RP reader)

(we will concentrate on chapter 2, but the introduction and first chapter will help orient you)


Abilities Goal #4

How to Study in College, Chapter 6
Wednesday, September 21:
The Dialogical Principle, Chapters 3-5 (RP reader)

Friday, September 23:
The Dialogical Principle, Chapters 6-7 (RP reader)


Marx on wage labour, capital, commodities, and communism 



(RP reader)


Cultural Studies (RP reader)
Race, Nation, Language, and Writing:  The Concepts that Structure(d?) our Canon

Monday, September 26:
U.S. Commission on Civil Rights on discrimination (RP reader)

Michael Omi and Howard Winant on Racial Formation in the U.S., 



chapters 1-2 (RP reader)


How to Study in College, Chapter 2


Wednesday, September 28:
Omi and Winant on Racial Formation, chapters 3-4 (RP reader)


Knowledge Goal #6

Friday, September 30:
George Lipsitz on the Possessive Investment in 



Whiteness (RP reader)


James Clifford on identity in Mashpee, pages 277-312 (RP reader)

Monday, October 3:
James Clifford on identity in Mashpee, pages 312-346 (RP reader)



How to Study in College, Chapter 5

Wednesday, October 5:
Barbara Mann on the Lynx in Time (RP reader)


J.N.B. Hewitt’s version of the Sky Cycle (RP reader)
Friday, October 7:
Grover Hudson on the History of Linguistics (RP reader)


Susan Kalter on linguistics in North America in the 19th century 



(RP reader)


John Lucy on Rethinking Linguistic Relativity (RP reader)


Knowledge Goal #11
Monday, October 10:
Gerald Vizenor on Socioacupuncture (RP reader)

Keeping Slug Woman Alive, Prologue and chapter 1

How to Study in College, Chapter 3

Wednesday, October 12:
“The Moccasin Game” by Gerald Vizenor (RP reader)


Keeping Slug Woman Alive, chapter 2

Friday, October 14:
Keeping Slug Woman Alive, chapters 8 and 7


Gerald Vizenor on Postmodernism (RP reader)


Gerald Vizenor on Trickster Discourse (RP reader)

Monday, October 17:
How to Study in College, Chapter 1

Researching Literature

Wednesday, October 19:
No-No Boy, pp. iii-xi, 1-38


Knowledge Goal #7/8

Friday, October 21:
No-No Boy, pp. 39-101


Abilities Goal #5
Monday, October 24:
No-No Boy, pp. 103-143


Psychoanalytical Theory (RP reader)


How to Study in College, Chapter 8

Wednesday, October 26:
No-No Boy, pp. 145-188

Friday, October 28:
No-No Boy, pp. 189-233


Knowledge Goal #5 and #10

Monday, October 31:
No-No Boy, pp. 235-251


How to Study in College, Chapter 12

Wednesday, November 2:
Bone, pp. 3-37

Friday, November 4:
Bone, pp. 38-70

Monday, November 7:
Bone, pp. 71-102


Feminist Theory (RP reader)

Wednesday, November 9:
Bone, pp. 103-155

Friday, November 11:
Lisa Lowe on Bone (RP reader)


Apollo Amoko on No-No Boy (RP reader)

Monday, November 14:
Bone, pp. 156-194


Queer Theory (RP reader)

Modern Colonialism and the Shaping of Literature

Wednesday, November 16:
William Butler Yeats’ “Leda and the Swan”


William Butler Yeats, Early Poems, pp. 1-39

Friday, November 18:
William Butler Yeats, Early Poems, pp. 40-99


Knowledge Goal #1

THANKSGIVING BREAK

(I recommend that you read Césaire and/or Soyinka over break)

Monday, November 28:
Gauri Viswanathan on the formation of English studies


Edward Said on Orientalism


Ngugi wa Thiong’o on the quest for relevance


Post-Structuralist Theory (RP reader)

Wednesday, November 30:
Notebook of a Return to the Native Land, pp. 1-26, 54-58


Abilities Goals #1-3

Friday, December 2:
Notebook of a Return to the Native Land, pp. 26-51, vii-xix

Monday, December 5:
Death and the King’s Horseman, pp. 5-45

Wednesday, December 7:
Death and the King’s Horseman, pp. 45-76


Knowledge Goal #3

Friday, December 9:
Wrap-up/The Attitude Goals

Final exam:  Wednesday, December 14 from 1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. in Stevenson 347A
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