English 433:  American Literature from 1870 to 1920

Literary Regionalism at the Turn of the Century

Spring 2001

Professor Susan Kalter 




Class meeting time:  R 5:30-8:20, Stv 347A

Office hours:  T 3:30-5, R 10-11:30, and by appointment

Office location, phone and email:  Stv 420D, 438-7859, smkalte@ilstu.edu

Course Description

In this course, we will examine the phenomenon of literary regionalism that characterizes this period in American literary production.  In particular, we will be looking at the relationships between regionalism and empire and between regionalism and nationalism.  In addition to investigating whether Bakhtinian theory, Marxist approaches, New Americanist interventions, and New Historicist debates can inform our study of the period, we will also consider how bioregionalism and other recent, ecologically centered efforts to critique the impact of Western ideologies on New World landscapes impinge on our assessment of late nineteenth century regionalisms.

The course will begin with an intensive case study of the writings of Sarah Orne Jewett.  We will examine recent critical debates about whether Jewett discursively abets or resists colonialist work and the prevalent consolidation of a national identity.  The rest of the course will examine western and southern regionalisms using similar questions to frame and extend our discussions.  The final three weeks will be devoted to understanding how urban regionalisms become socially reconstructed into de-regionalized realist texts.

Evaluation for this class will be based on the following:

Intensive reading and active, informed participation (20%)

Two oral presentations based upon a secondary source texts in criticism or theory from the syllabus and subsequent leading of class discussion on this text (10% each)

One library search for relevant literary criticism articles about a particular topic of interest and a rhetorical/methodological analysis of 5 pages of a selected portion of these articles (15%)

A teaching project in which you design an undergraduate syllabus, a rationale and goals, and one day’s class plan, appropriate to your area of concentration, either for a period course in this era or using a substantial number of texts from this era (20%) 

A research paper of approximately 15 pages.  (25%)

The oral presentations and the analysis of the library search findings should be conceived as critical responses to the texts.  You may choose to address some or all of the following questions:  What are the main points of a given argument?  What presuppositions inform the critic’s approach?  How does it differ from other treatments of the same or similar topic?  What is good about it?  What issues does it not address adequately?  What is at stake for the writer?  For the methodological analysis, you should also consider how the writer structures his or her research in order to compose the article of the given scope, where gaps appear in this structuring, and where the structuring fills gaps previously left unfilled.  For the rhetorical analysis, you should speak to the manner in which the use of language in the article promotes or hinders the writer’s stated and unstated aims.

Schedule of Readings

January 18:
Introductions, Organization, Discussion of preliminary reading

January 25:
Deephaven (1877) and “The Queen’s Twin” (February 1899) by Sarah Orne 

Jewett




“Troubling Regionalism” by Sandra Zagarell




“Replacing Regionalism” by Jacqueline Shea Murphy




“Response to Jacqueline Shea Murphy” by Sandra Zagarell



“Getting Jewett” by Jacqueline Shea Murphy




“Nation, Region, Empire” by Amy Kaplan

February 1:
The Country of the Pointed Firs (1896) by Sarah Orne Jewett




“The Gothic Underpinnings of Realism in the Local Colorists’ No Man’s Land” 

by Joanne Karpinski




A People and A Nation, Chapter 20

February 8:
“A White Heron” (1886) and “The Foreigner” (August 1900) by Sarah Orne 

Jewett




**“Old Woman Magoun” by Mary E. Wilkins Freeman




“The Shape of Violence in Jewett’s ‘A White Heron’” by Elizabeth Ammons




“Making the Strange(r) Familiar” by Cynthia J. Davis

February 15:
The Complete Short Stories of Ambrose Bierce, pp. 27-319




**“The Significance of the Frontier in American History” by Frederick Jackson 

Turner



From The Fatal Environment by Richard Slotkin



“Gothicism in the Western Novel” by James K. Folsom




A People and A Nation, Chapter 17

February 22:
McTeague (1899) by Frank Norris




From The Gold Standard and the Logic of Naturalism by Walter Benn Michaels




A People and A Nation, Chapter 21

March 1:
Land of Little Rain (1903) by Mary Austin




From Racial Faultlines by Tomás Almaguer




“‘There was a part for her in the Indian life’” by Noreen Groover Lape

March 8:
**Children of the Frost (1902) by Jack London

 “The Politics of Discursive Authority in Research on the Invention of Tradition” 

by Charles Briggs

“‘The Foundation of All Future Researches’” by Charles Briggs and Richard 

Bauman

From Best Left as Indians by Ken Coates [on reserve at Milner]

“‘They Talked of the Land with Respect’” in When Our Words Return by Robert 

M. Drozda [on reserve at Milner]

Recommended:  Tales from the Dena by Fredericka de Laguna (not at ISU)


Prophecy and power among the Dogrib Indians by June Helm 


Two Old Women by Velma Wallis (not at ISU)

Spring Break

March 22:
From the Deep Woods to Civilization (1916) by Charles Alexander Eastman




“‘An Indian…An American’” by Erik Peterson



“‘Overcoming All Obstacles’” by Carol Batker



“Buffalo Bill’s ‘Wild West’ and the Mythologization of the American Empire by 

Richard Slotkin



“Reinventing Trickster” by Alexia Kosmider




A People and A Nation, Chapter 23

March 29:
**“A Majestic Lie” (1899) by Stephen Crane

**“Stephen Crane’s Vivid Story of the Battle of San Juan” (14 July 1898) by 

Stephen Crane

**“How Stephen Crane Took Juana Dias” (1904) by Richard Harding Davis

**“Editha” (1907) by William Dean Howells

From The Dialectics of Our America by José David Saldívar

“Black and Blue on San Juan Hill” by Amy Kaplan

“W.E.B. Du Bois’ Critique of U.S. Imperialism” by John Carlos Rowe




A People and A Nation, Chapter 22

Recommended:  Excerpts from Autobiography of a Runaway Slave (1966) by 

Esteban Montejo

April 5:
Contending Forces (1900) by Pauline Elizabeth Hopkins




From Reconstructing Womanhood by Hazel Carby




“Emplotting National History” by Francesca Sawaya




A People and A Nation, Chapter 16

April 12:
The Sport of the Gods (1902) by Paul Laurence Dunbar

April 19:
Sister Carrie (1900) by Theodore Dreiser




From The Social Construction of American Realism by Amy Kaplan




A People and A Nation, Chapter 18

April 26:
Sister Carrie (1900) by Theodore Dreiser




From The Gold Standard and the Logic of Naturalism by Walter Benn Michaels




A People and A Nation, Chapter 19

May 3:

The House of Mirth (1905) by Edith Wharton




From The Social Construction of American Realism by Amy Kaplan




From The Gold Standard and the Logic of Naturalism by Walter Benn Michaels

** Indicates a reading found in the PIP course packet
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