English 233:  American Literature between 1870 and 1920

Rhetoric and the land:  Imagining nation, race, and region

Spring 2003

Dr. Susan Kalter 

Class meeting time:  TR 3:35-4:50, Stv 348

Office hours:  R 9-12 and by appointment, except Mondays

Office location, phone and email:  Stv 420D, 438-7859, smkalte@ilstu.edu

Required texts

(in order of appearance)
The Conjure Woman by Charles W. Chesnutt

The Souls of Black Folk by W.E.B. Du Bois

Readings on-line and on reserve or e-reserve at Milner

Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee by Dee Brown

The Octopus by Frank Norris

The Squatter and the Don by Maria Amparo Ruiz de Burton

Ramona by Helen Hunt Jackson

Island edited by Him Mark Lai, Genny Lim, and Judy Yung

Novels and Stories by Sarah Orne Jewett

Main-Travelled Roads by Hamlin Garland

Course Description

In 1870, the United States was shaped very differently from today.  Only thirty-seven states formed the republic; the last admitted had been Nebraska in 1867.  First Nations still controlled the Dakotas, the Rockies, and the Northern Plateau.  The United States was on the verge of a war with the Lakota-Cheyenne-Arapaho alliance over right of way through the middle territories, a war it would lose in 1876.  Given the inherent instability of the nation’s claims to its territorial boundaries during this period, this course is designed to examine the rhetorical strategies that persons inhabiting the lands now known as the United States were using to establish or maintain relationships with those lands.  We will begin by looking at the South as a site of widespread disenfranchisement and upheaval with respect to land.  In the aftermath of the Civil War, the question of African Americans’ relationship to landed property begins to emerge in coded form in much southern writing.  We will also look at narratives emerging from the wars for the Plains, the Rockies, and the Dakotas that was directly linked to the Union’s victory in the Civil War.  Next, we will read three long novels, each of which takes California as its symbolic center in its interrogation of land rights and land grants.  We will then compare and contrast the rhetorical strategies used by members of oral cultures, written cultures, and mixed media cultures.  Finally, we will see how one Eastern and one Midwestern writer use and critique the emerging practices of ethnography and auto-ethnography.  As we anchor our interpretations in a consciousness of how material relationships with land shaped literary production, we will also ask why this era saw the rise of the literary movement of regionalism and how the various literary products have been used to conjure images both false and true of war or peace in these times.

Evaluation

The following grading percentages will be the basis for your final course grade.  Please note that 40% of your grade is based upon preparation for and participation in class.  I reward most highly involved and engaged students who demonstrate thoughtful consideration of the materials.

Participation:








20%

Weekly analytical responses, including webboard activity:


20%

Midterm:








15%

Final exam:








20%

Research paper, including rough draft and annotated bibliography:

25%

Participation:  

The participation portion of your grade is based upon whether you demonstrate regular verbal participation that exhibits:

• a genuine engagement with the material and course issues;

• active contribution to discussion topics;

• completion of required reading and retrospective/prospective assignments;

• preparation for the day’s class;

• efforts to work as team (i.e. refraining from dominating the discussion, respect for others and their arguments, speaking up if you are normally quiet, showing a collaborative spirit, etc.).

• an understanding of the cognitive value of participating verbally and aurally in active class discussion and collaborative situations; and

• an understanding of your responsibility to contribute reciprocally toward the learning of others

Your grade in this portion will be graduated according to your presence in class.  Each student may miss up to three class sessions, no questions asked, without harm to the participation grade.  Every absence after the third absence will reduce the participation grade by 5 points.  Any student who misses a total of seven classes or more, excused or unexcused, will receive an F for the course.  Chronic lateness and other disruptive activities will lower your participation grade significantly.  

Analytical responses
You will write on a regular basis in response to the course readings.  One response (one full page, single-spaced, one-inch margins on all sides) will be due each Tuesday (Thursday hand-in okay during the first week).  These analyses must be typed, preferably on a computer.  They should be no longer than 1 page, so you should shrink your font slightly if you find yourself spilling onto a second page.  Please put your name on the back of the page so that evaluation remains anonymous.  

Ideally, you should spend no more than one hour for each response.  This writing should be informal but focused.  I may post specific topics to write about; you may also invent your own prompt and write about it instead, if you choose, unless otherwise announced.  Self-designed responses must reflect a scholarly approach to the material.  If you are uncertain about how to design your own scholarly analysis, please refer to the previous prompts that I have posted as models or email me your proposed prompt.  Responses will be collected each Tuesday, credited and returned promptly.  They will be evaluated with a +, √, -, or zero.

You may not turn in more than one analytical response per week.  A total of 12 responses are due by the end of the semester.  Keep returned entries in a binder or folder to refer to when writing your midterm, your research paper, and studying for your final exam. Failure to complete a minimum of 6 out of 12 analytical responses will result in an F for the course.  

Since the purpose of the analytical responses is to prepare you for class discussion, you may not turn in a response on a reading after the Tuesday of the week during which that reading has been discussed in class.  For example, you will not receive credit for a response to “Desirée’s Baby” if that response is turned in after class ends on Thursday, February 6.

Students are required to post a minimum of 4 analyses and 6 debate-style responses to postings by other students on the course webboard, which is accessible through my website:  http://lilt.ilstu.edu/smkalte/default.htm.  Up to 25% of a student’s weekly analysis and webboard activity grade may be deducted for failure to participate in webboard posting and debate.  Students must have posted at least 5 times by March 6 in order to avoid a partial deduction.

Midterm

The midterm will be a take-home, short-answer midterm designed to synthesize your understanding of the course topics discussed in the first five weeks during the phase of the course entitled “South and West.”  Questions will be handed out on Thursday, February 13.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Thursday, February 20.

Final Exam  

The final exam will consist of two one-hour essays that will test your understanding of materials covered during the final four weeks of the course.  The exam sheet will be handed out one week in advance of the scheduled in-class final exam.  You will be asked to create outlines for your essays prior to arriving at the final and to bring the exam sheet to the final.

Research Paper

Each student in the class will be required to write a research paper that compares two of the three large novels that we are reading during the middle section of the course:  The Octopus, The Squatter and the Don, and Ramona  (I recommend that you read the first 30-50 pages of your tentative texts before making your decision.)  

At the 200 level, students should be learning how to devise their own ideas for papers and how to generate an appropriate and argumentative thesis statement.  Therefore, while I will give you verbal guidelines for writing this paper, I will not be handing out questions or prompts.  Using the prompts that I have already posted on our webboard and ideas we have discussed in class to help brainstorm ideas, you should come up with your own topic or question to be addressed.  Each of you should consult with me in office hours about your chosen scope and argument.

Whichever texts you choose, you will be asked to read and use as a secondary source for your paper at least one critical article or book chapter written about each text and three critical articles or book chapters in total.  These articles must be located through the MLA database, and only through that database.  (You may not use dissertation abstracts or book reviews.)  You will be required to read and use at least five secondary sources altogether, but two of those five may be non-literary (historical, sociological, anthropological, etc.).  Any non-MLA sources must be located through a legitimate academic database through Milner library’s homepage.  Internet sources cannot receive credit, but electronic articles from academic databases will be counted.  

On Thursday, April 3, you will submit an annotated bibliography of three (3) sources that you have selected as potential secondary sources for your research paper, along with a tentative thesis statement.  On Thursday, April 10, you will submit a revised bibliography with two (2) more sources and a revised thesis statement.  An annotated bibliography is a bibliography that identifies in the space following each entry in the bibliography each writer’s central argument and that summarizes the article (usually one long paragraph per article is sufficient).  

On Thursday, April 24, your rough draft of at least 5 pages must be complete.  You should bring two (2) copies to class so that you may give one copy to two different peers.  Each copy should include a list of self-generated questions that you would like your peer reviewers to answer.  I will also hand out my own revision guideline sheet.  You will be expected to return your comments to your peers on Tuesday, April 29.  Since all research is a gamble, you should discuss with me as soon as possible any problems that you are having in finding a way to synthesize the ideas in the 5 preliminary articles with your preferred angle of approach to the work.  Five articles must appear as works cited when you turn in the final draft of your paper on Friday, May 2.  

The research paper should be 7-8 pages long, written in Times or Times New Roman font at 12 point or smaller, with 1 inch margins on all sides.  The paper must be a close analysis and comparison/contrast of the texts chosen and must demonstrate research that closely relates to and draws upon these texts.  It must have an interpretive argument about the primary texts as a thesis statement.  Each paragraph of the paper should refer back to the thesis statement since the individual paragraphs are meant to be actively supporting the thesis statement.  The thesis statement must be a complex attempt to grapple with the issues of how the texts create meaning and how that meaning relates to relevant contexts, including contexts we have raised in discussions throughout the semester.  Papers that substitute primary texts outside the syllabus for primary texts from the syllabus or substantially concentrate upon primary texts outside the syllabus over primary texts from the syllabus will receive failing grades.
Workload

This course is designed to present you with a workload of approximately 6 hours per week of reading and writing outside of class.  Please plan accordingly.

Grading Policies

All assignments (including participation) must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in this course.  Late assignments will be marked down by one full grade for every twenty-four hours of lateness (including Saturdays and Sundays), with absolutely no excuses accepted and no exceptions made.  Missing class on a day that an assignment is due is not a valid excuse for not turning in work on time.  If at any time, you have a question or complaint about a grade or my comments on an assignment, please see me in my office hours or schedule an appointment with me to discuss the matter.
Disabilities

I attempt to be sensitive and understanding toward the wide range of visible and invisible disabilities experienced by individuals.  Any student in need of a special accommodation should both talk to me briefly and contact 438-5853 (voice) or 438-8620 (TDD) in order to obtain an official letter documenting your disability.  Illinois State University officially supports diversity and compliance with federal anti-discrimination regulations regarding disabilities.  
Academic Honesty

I expect my students to maintain the highest standard of academic honesty.  You should make yourself familiar with Illinois State University’s Student Code of Conduct, which contains the university’s policy on academic honesty.  You should also make yourself familiar with the penalties for violations of the policy and your rights as a student.  At last check, the Student Code was posted at http://www.policy.ilstu.edu/archives/student_code_of_conduct.htm.

Please be aware that plagiarism (one form of academic dishonesty) includes, but may not be limited to, using all or part of a source, either directly or in paraphrase, either intentionally or unintentionally, whether that source be published or taken from a fellow or former student, without acknowledging that source.  If you have a question specific to a paper you are working on, please bring it to my attention.  I am happy to discuss areas of ambiguity that may exist in your mind.

While students are expected and encouraged to share ideas and insights on the course concepts and materials, all written assignments and other graded components of the course must reflect the individual effort of the student being evaluated. Students found guilty of academic dishonesty will fail this course.  Cases of academic dishonesty may also be referred to the Department Chair and the Vice President of Student Affairs.  Incidents of academic dishonesty can result in penalties up to and including expulsion from the university and may be recorded on official transcripts.  

Schedule of readings

Tuesday, January 14:
Introductions

South and West

Thursday, January 16:
“Of the Dawn of Freedom” in The Souls of Black Folk (1903)


“The Goophered Grapevine” in The Conjure Woman (1899)


“Of the Quest of the Golden Fleece” in The Souls of Black Folk
Tuesday, January 21:
The Conjure Woman (1899), pp. 36-131

Thursday, January 23:
The Conjure Woman (1899), pp. 132-229

Tuesday, January 28:
“Jean Ah-Poquelin” (1879) by George Washington Cable


Read Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, chapter 4 for February 13

Thursday, January 30:
“The Little Convent Girl” (1893) by Grace King


Read Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, chapter 5 for February 13

Tuesday, February 4:
“The Goodness of St. Rocque” (1899) by Alice Dunbar-Nelson


Read Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, chapter 6 for February 13

Thursday, February 6:
“Desirée’s Baby” (1892) by Kate Chopin


Read Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, chapter 7 for February 13

Tuesday, February 11:
Selections from By Cheyenne Campfires, mediated narratives by George 


Bird Grinnell, online reading, web address given in class
Thursday, February 13:
Bury My Heart at Wounded Knee, chapters 4-7, 12, 14


“‘These Have No Ears’” by Raymond DeMallie, Milner e-reserves

Midterm handed out

Contesting California

Tuesday, February 18:
The Octopus (1901), pp 1-124

Thursday, February 20:
The Octopus (1901), pp. 125-211


Midterm due

Tuesday, February 25:
The Octopus (1901), pp.212-369

Thursday, February 27:
The Octopus (1901), pp. 370-522 (finish it if you are using this text for 


your research paper)

Tuesday, March 4:
The Squatter and the Don (1885), pp. 55-126

Thursday, March 6:
The Squatter and the Don (1885), pp. 127-204

SPRING BREAK:
Don’t break anything!

Tuesday, March 18:
The Squatter and the Don (1885), pp. 205-273

Thursday, March 20:
The Squatter and the Don (1885), pp. 274-344

Tuesday, March 25:
Ramona (1884) by Helen Hunt Jackson, pp. 1-85

Thursday, March 27:
Ramona (1884) by Helen Hunt Jackson, pp. 86-163

Tuesday, April 1:
Ramona (1884) by Helen Hunt Jackson, pp. 163-237

Thursday, April 3:
Ramona (1884) by Helen Hunt Jackson, pp. 237-312 (finish 


it if you are using this text for your research paper)


First annotated bibliography and tentative thesis statement due

Writing and Speaking the Land:  Oral and Written (Hi)Stories

Tuesday, April 8:
Island, pp. 8-81


Optional:  e-reserve readings from Ambrose Bierce and Bret Harte

Thursday, April 10:
Island, pp. 82-168


Optional:  e-reserve readings from Ambrose Bierce and Bret Harte


Second annotated bibliography and revised thesis statement due

Tuesday, April 15:
Selection from Prophecy and Power Among the Dogrib Indians by June 


Helm, online reading, web address given in class


“‘They Talked of the Land with Respect’” by Robert Drozda, online 


reading, web address given in class

Mediated Dene narratives, online reading, web address given in class
Thursday, April 17:
Children of the Frost by Jack London
Tuesday, April 22:
Deephaven (1877) in Novels and Stories by Sarah Orne Jewett, pp. 7-69

Thursday, April 24:
Deephaven, pp. 70-141


Rough draft of 5 full pages or more due (bring 2 copies)

Tuesday, April 29:
“A Branch Road” and “Up the Coolly” in Main-Travelled Roads


Rough draft revision suggestions for peers due

Thursday, May 1:
“Among the Corn-Rows,” The Return of a Private,” and “Under the 


Lion’s Paw in Main-Travelled Roads
Research papers due:  Friday, May 2 at 4:30 p.m. in Stv 420D

Final exam:  Monday, May 5 from 3:10 a.m. to 5:10 noon

