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English 125:  Literary Narrative

SAVE THE WHALES!  Narratives of Danger and Defense

Fall 2002

Professor Susan Kalter 

Class meeting time:  TR 11-12:15, Stv 348

Office hours:  T 2-5 and by appointment

Office location, phone and email:  Stv 420D, 438-7859, smkalte@ilstu.edu

Required texts

(in order of appearance)
Wieland by Charles Brockden Brown

Moby-Dick by Herman Melville

Course packet (available at PIP Printing, Bone Student Center, 452-6123)

Joaquin Murieta by John Rollin Ridge

Mules and Men by Zora Neale Hurston

Wah’kon-tah by John Joseph Mathews (available at PIP Printing, Bone Student Center, 452-6123)

Herland by Charlotte Perkins Gilman

The Monkey Wrench Gang by Edward Abbey

Woman in the Mists by Farley Mowat

In the palm of darkness by Mayra Montero

Course Description

How would you convince the world to save the whales?  What would you write to prove that they were in danger?  What would make the globe want to come to their defense?  In this course, we will look at how people have used literary narratives to write about danger and how they have defended all manner of things by telling stories.  We will think about how this genre of narrative differs from other kinds of storytelling.  We will examine what it means to lend one’s voice to another considered voiceless.  We will look at what techniques the writers choose to capture the attention and sympathy of their audience.  We will wonder whether attention and sympathy leads to action and devotion.  We will ask whether telling a story is more effective than making a speech or chaining oneself to a tree or sabotaging a bulldozer.  In other words, can narratives of danger and defense defend themselves against other forms of defense:  literary and nonliterary?  By the end of the course, you will have picked your cause.  You may want to come up with your own narrative, or script for a narrative, that will prevent the disaster that you so desperately fear.

Evaluation

The following grading percentages will be the basis for your final course grade.  Please note that 40% of your grade is based upon preparation for and participation in class.  I reward most highly involved and engaged students who demonstrate thoughtful consideration of the materials.

Participation:




20%

Weekly analyses:



20%

Midterm #1:




15%

Midterm #2:




20%

Final exam




25%

Participation:  

The participation portion of your grade is based upon whether you demonstrate regular verbal participation that exhibits:

• a genuine engagement with the material and course issues;

• active contribution to discussion topics;

• completion of required reading and retrospective/prospective assignments;

• preparation for the day’s class;

• efforts to work as team (i.e. refraining from dominating the discussion, respect for others and their arguments, speaking up if you are normally quiet, showing a collaborative spirit, etc.).

• an understanding of the cognitive value of participating verbally and aurally in active class discussion and collaborative situations; and

• an understanding of your responsibility to contribute reciprocally toward the learning of others

Your grade in this portion will be graduated according to your presence in class.  Each student may miss up to three class sessions, no questions asked, without harm to the participation grade.  Every absence after the third absence will reduce the participation grade by 5 points.  Any student who misses a total of seven classes or more, excused or unexcused, will receive an F for the course.  Chronic lateness and other disruptive activities will lower your participation grade significantly.  

Analyses
You will write on a regular basis in response to the course readings.  One analysis (one-page response) will be due each week.  These analyses must be typed, preferably on a computer.  They should be no longer than 1 page, so you should shrink your font slightly if you find yourself spilling onto a second page.  Please put your name on the back of the page so that evaluation remains anonymous.  

Ideally, you should spend no more than one hour for each entry.  This writing should be informal but focused.  I may post specific topics to write about; you may also invent your own prompt and write about it instead, if you choose, unless otherwise announced.  Self-designed analyses must reflect a scholarly approach to the material.  If you are uncertain about how to design your own scholarly analysis, please refer to the previous prompts that I have posted as models.  Responses will be collected daily, credited and returned promptly.  They will be evaluated with a +, √, -, or zero.

You may not turn in more than one analysis per week.  You may choose which day during the week to turn in the journals and this day may vary week by week.  A total of 15 analyses are due by the end of the semester. Keep returned entries in a binder or folder to refer to when writing your midterms and studying for your final exam. Failure to complete a minimum of 7 out of 14 analyses will result in an F for the course.  

Since the purpose of the analyses is to prepare you for class discussion, you may not turn in an analysis on a reading after that reading has been discussed in class.  For example, you will not receive credit for a response to the first part of Joaquin Murieta if that response is turned in after class ends on Tuesday, September 10.  NO JOURNALS MAY BE TURNED IN ON MOBY-DICK UNTIL THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 21.

Midterm #1

Both midterms will be take-home midterms designed to synthesize your understanding of the course topics.  For the first midterm, I will be asking you to compare three readings that speak to endangered lives and lifestyles from the first six weeks of the course—through Thursday, September 26.  Questions will be handed out on Tuesday, September 24.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Tuesday, October 1.

Midterm #2

For the second midterm, I will be asking you to compare three readings that speak to issues of threatened land and territory from the middle four weeks of the course from Tuesday, October 1 through Tuesday, October 29.  Questions will be handed out on Thursday, October 24.  Typed and proofed exams will be due on Thursday, October 31.

Final Exam  

The final exam will consist of two one-hour essays.  One essay will test your understanding of Moby-Dick in the context of this course and its themes.  I strongly suggest that you therefore write two or three journals on Moby-Dick, to be turned in between November 21 and December 3.  The second essay will test your understanding of the readings about endangered species that we examine during the last six weeks of the course

Workload

This course is designed to present you with a workload of between 3 and 6 hours per week of reading and writing outside of class.  Please plan accordingly.

Grading Policies

All assignments (including participation) must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in this course.  Late assignments will be marked down by one full grade for every twenty-four hours of lateness (including Saturdays and Sundays), with absolutely no excuses accepted and no exceptions made.  Missing class on a day that an assignment is due is not a valid excuse for not turning in work on time.  If at any time, you have a question or complaint about a grade or my comments on an assignment, please see me in my office hours or schedule an appointment with me to discuss the matter.
Disabilities

I attempt to be sensitive and understanding toward the wide range of visible and invisible disabilities experienced by individuals.  Any student in need of a special accommodation should contact 438-5853 (voice) or 438-8620 (TDD) in order to obtain an official letter documenting your disability.  Illinois State University officially supports diversity and compliance with federal anti-discrimination regulations regarding disabilities.  
Academic Honesty

I expect my students to maintain the highest standard of academic honesty.  You should make yourself familiar with Illinois State University’s Student Code of Conduct, which contains the university’s policy on academic honesty.  You should also make yourself familiar with the penalties for violations of the policy and your rights as a student.  At last check, the Student Code was posted at http://www.policy.ilstu.edu/archives/student_code_of_conduct.htm.

Please be aware that plagiarism (one form of academic dishonesty) includes, but may not be limited to, using all or part of a source, either directly or in paraphrase, either intentionally or unintentionally, whether that source be published or taken from a fellow or former student, without acknowledging that source.  If you have a question specific to a paper you are working on, please bring it to my attention.  I am happy to discuss areas of ambiguity that may exist in your mind.

While students are expected and encouraged to share ideas and insights on the course concepts and materials, all written assignments and other graded components of the course must reflect the individual effort of the student being evaluated. Students found guilty of academic dishonesty will fail this course.  Cases of academic dishonesty may also be referred to the Department Chair and the Vice President of Student Affairs.  Incidents of academic dishonesty can result in penalties up to and including expulsion from the university and may be recorded on official transcripts.  

Schedule of readings

Tuesday, August 20:

Introductions

Life and Lifestyle

Thursday, August 22:

Wieland, Chapters 1-7

Moby-Dick, Etymology-Chapter 6

Tuesday, August 27:

Wieland, Chapters 8-21

Moby-Dick, Chapters 7-9

Thursday August 29:

Wieland, Chapters 22-27

Moby-Dick, Chapters 10-12

Tuesday, September 3:

Sketches of Ancient History of the Six Nations by David Cusick

Moby-Dick, Chapters 13-15

Thursday, September 5:

Walden by Henry David Thoreau:  “Economy,” passages 1-7 and “Where I Lived and What I Lived For”

Moby-Dick, Chapter 16

Tuesday, September 10:

Joaquin Murieta by John Rollin Ridge, pp. 1-79

Moby-Dick, Chapters 17-21

Thursday, September 12:

Joaquin Murieta by John Rollin Ridge, pp. 80-159

Moby-Dick, Chapters 22-25

Tuesday, September 17:

Mules and Men by Zora Neale Hurston, pp. 1-90

Moby-Dick, Chapters 26-30

Thursday, September 19:

Mules and Men by Zora Neale Hurston, pp. 91-179

Moby-Dick, Chapters 31-32

Tuesday, September 24:

Wah’kon-tah by John Joseph Mathews, Chapters 1-6

Moby-Dick, Chapters 33-36

Midterm questions handed out

Thursday, September 26:

Wah’kon-tah by John Joseph Mathews, Chapters 7-14

Moby-Dick, Chapters 37-40

Land and Territory

Tuesday, October 1:

Wah’kon-tah by John Joseph Mathews, Chapters 15-19 & Notes on the Osage

Moby-Dick, Chapters 41-42

Midterms due
Thursday, October 3:

Herland by Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Chapters 1-6

Moby-Dick, Chapters 43-46

Tuesday, October 8:

Herland by Charlotte Perkins Gilman, Chapters 7-12

Moby-Dick, Chapters 47-53

Thursday, October 10:


No class today

Tuesday, October 15:

The Goophered Grapevine by Charles Chesnutt

“Culture Clash” by Paul Kvinta, Outside Magazine, June 1999

Online access at www.outsidemag.com

Moby-Dick, Chapter 54

Thursday, October 17:

The Monkey Wrench Gang by Edward Abbey, Chapters 1-9, 11, 15 (Chapters 10, 12-14 optional)

Moby-Dick, Chapters 55-58

Tuesday, October 22:

The Monkey Wrench Gang by Edward Abbey, Chapters 23-30, Epilogue (Chapters 16-22 optional)

Moby-Dick, Chapters 59-64 

Thursday, October 24:

“The Independent Oglala Nation” from Like a Hurricane by Paul Chaat Smith and Robert Allen Warrior, Chapters 9-10

Moby-Dick, Chapters 65-70

Midterm questions handed out

Tuesday, October 29:

“The Independent Oglala Nation” from Like a Hurricane by Paul Chaat Smith and Robert Allen Warrior, Chapters 11-12, Epilogue

Moby-Dick, Chapters 71-75

Species

Thursday, October 31:

“Native Americans and the Wolf” with various authors and “Thinking Like A Mountain” by Aldo Leopold from The War Against the Wolf
Moby-Dick, Chapters 76-79

Midterms due

Tuesday, November 5:

Woman in the Mists by Farley Mowat, Chapters 1-8

Moby-Dick, Chapters 80-84

Thursday, November 7:

Woman in the Mists by Farley Mowat, Chapters 9-14

Moby-Dick, Chapters 85-88

Tuesday, November 12:

Woman in the Mists by Farley Mowat, Chapters 15-18, 26, Epilogue

Moby-Dick, Chapters 89-93

Thursday, November 14:

In the palm of darkness (Tú, la oscuridad) by Mayra Montero, Chapters 1-10

Moby-Dick, Chapters 94-97

Tuesday, November 19:

In the palm of darkness (Tú, la oscuridad) by Mayra Montero, Chapters 11-20, Epilogue

Moby-Dick, Chapters 98-99

Thursday, November 21:

Moby-Dick, Chapters 100-105

Turn in journals for Moby-Dick, Chapters 1-34 only

Tuesday, November 26:

Moby-Dick, Chapters 106-129

Turn in journals for Moby-Dick, Chapters 35-102 only

Thursday, November 28:  TURKEY & STUFFING DAY, NO CLASS

Tuesday, December 3:

Moby-Dick, Chapters 130-135, Epilogue

Turn in journals for Moby-Dick, Chapters 103-135 & Epilogue only

Thursday, December 5:

“Into Thin Air” by Jon Krakauer, Outside Magazine, September 1996

Online access at www.outsidemag.com
Review

Tuesday, December 10 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 noon:  Final exam
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