English 100:  Introduction to English Studies


Spring 2002








Professor Susan Kalter				


Class meeting time:  TR 12:35-1:50, Stv 348


Office hours:  TR 2:15-3:45 and by appointment


Office location, phone and email:  Stv 420D, 438-7859, smkalte@ilstu.edu








Required texts





Falling into Theory edited by David Richter


Items to be xeroxed from either Milner library reserves or Dr. Kalter’s door


Keeping Slug Woman Alive by Greg Sarris


Early Poems by William Butler Yeats


Cahier d’un retour au pays natal by Aimé Césaire


Death and the King’s Horseman by Wole Soyinka


Bone by Fae Myenne Ng


No-No Boy by John Okada


Spoken Soul:  The Story of Black English by John Russell Rickford and Russell John Rickford


A Short History of Linguistics by R. H. Robins





To avoid problems later in the semester, you should buy all these texts as soon as possible.





Course Description





This course seeks to introduce students to the field of English Studies, broadly conceived.  It gives special attention to how the different disciplines that constitute the field (composition and rhetoric, linguistics, and literary studies) interact with each other and impact each other.  English Studies is a diversified field; developing an understanding of it means not only understanding the different disciplines it encompasses but also recognizing and using the interplay among these disciplines in advancing your knowledge and skills.  This course is designed and structured to introduce you to several tools, concepts, and texts that will facilitate your progress through the major and help you to meet our goals for your learning.  You will begin to organize and record your journey through the major by starting your English Studies portfolio and beginning to plan your coursework for the next several years.  You will be asked to think about the role of English Studies in education, in academic and professional institutions, and in civil society.  You will explore theories of literature and language as well as being asked to discover why people in the field have found them useful or necessary.  Through engagement with ethnic American and world literatures, you will receive introduction to the major genres that constitute the field (rhetoric, prose, oral traditions, poetry, and drama) and witness how they overlap and intersect.  You will learn about the history of linguistics and be asked to struggle with complex debates about dialects and languages.  Finally, you will learn about and practice some of the methods of research used in the discipline of literary studies.


�
Evaluation


The following grading percentages will be the basis for your final course grade.  Please note that at least 35% of your grade is based upon direct preparation for and participation in class.  I reward most highly involved and engaged students who demonstrate thoughtful consideration of the materials and course issues.





Participation:											20%


Discussion leading:										  5%


Regular, short writing assignments:								10%


Take-home midterm #1:									15%


Take-home midterm #2:									15%


Final take-home exam:									15%


Research paper on Ng or Okada, including annotated bibliography:				20%








Participation:  


The participation portion of your grade is based upon whether you demonstrate regular verbal participation that exhibits:





• a genuine engagement with the material and course issues;


• active contribution to discussion topics;


• completion of required reading and retrospective/prospective assignments;


• preparation for the day’s class; and 


• efforts to work as team (i.e. refraining from dominating the discussion, respect for others and their arguments, speaking up if you are normally quiet, showing a collaborative spirit, etc.).


• an understanding of the cognitive value of participating verbally and aurally in active class discussion and collaborative situations


• an understanding of your responsibility to contribute reciprocally toward the learning of others





Chronic lateness and other disruptive activities will lower your participation grade.  Your grade in this portion will be graduated according to your presence in class.  For example, if you miss over 10% of the 31 class sessions, you cannot receive a grade higher than a B+ in this portion.  Your overall course grade will be reduced by one letter for each absence over three.  For example, a student whose other work, including participation, would merit an A for the course will receive an F in the course if he or she misses seven classes or more.  I will consider requests for exceptions for legitimate absences (sickness accompanied by a valid doctor’s note, etc.) on a case-by-case basis.  No more than three exceptions will be granted for any one student, unless there are exceptionally extraordinary circumstances and a demonstrated ability to keep up with assignments and deadlines.








Discussion leading


One of the skills that all English majors should take away from their academic preparation is the ability to speak in front of small to medium sized groups and facilitate discussion among the group.  While oral communication skills often take a back seat to writing and thinking skills during the study of literature, composition, and language, they are no less important and no less a valuable part of your preparation for your future life and your continuous learning activities.





Each student will be asked to lead discussion or team-lead discussion of one of the theoretical readings that we will be considering during the semester.  You will be expected 1) to present briefly the main points of the reading; 2) to identify areas of the reading that you felt you did not understand; 3) to critique the reading by identifying its strengths and weaknesses; and 4) to open up these three areas of focus to further discussion by your classmates.








Regular, short writing assignments


Regular, short writing assignments will be completed both in class and outside of class.  Some of these assignments will be based upon your theoretical readings for the week.  Others will be retrospective and prospective thoughts about your budding career as an English major.





During weeks 2-4, I will be asking you to turn in a one-page or more conceptual synthesis and evaluation of the Falling into Theory readings for that week.  The main goal of this writing assignment is to see how well you are able to connect the various readings, identify the major stakes, agreements, and disagreements among the writers, and evaluate the soundness of the writers’ reasoning.





During weeks 5, 7-9, and 11-13, I will be asking you to turn in a one-page “translation” (conceptual analysis) of one theoretical reading for that week.  The main goal of this writing assignment is to see how well you are understanding the theoretical readings, to see how well you can put the main concepts into your own words without sacrificing the complexity of the subject matter, and to help me identify areas we need to concentrate on more.  Therefore, these assignments are not primarily creative or synthesizing, but instead reproductive of the main concepts of an article.  





During weeks 14 and 15, I will be asking you to turn in a one-page or more conceptual & vocabulary synthesis/evaluation of the assigned chapters in A Short History of Linguistics.  The main goal of this writing assignment is to reinforce your understanding of the development of linguistic thought in Europe and those parts of the world that later inherited the specifically European linguistics tradition of thought.  It should serve also to reinforce for you new and unfamiliar vocabulary specific to linguistics.





The grading scale will be simple:  you will receive a ( if you completed the assignment on time and grappled seriously with the difficulty of the reading (whether or not you understood the reading fully); you will receive a – for excessive brevity or signs of a failure to grapple seriously with the reading; you will receive a zero if I do not receive an assignment from you.  Please type these assignments, preferably on a computer.  The conceptual analyses should be no longer than one page, so you should shrink your font slightly if you find yourself blazing forward onto a second page.  Please put your name on the back of the page so that evaluation remains anonymous.  Keep returned entries in a binder or folder to refer to when writing your papers.  Failure to complete a minimum of 6 out of 12 analyses will result in an F for the course.  Please be advised that students who fail to complete at least 9 of the 12 responses are very likely to receive a D or an F in the course.





I am obviously interested in having you understand the reading fully, so please do not misinterpret the grading scale for these assignments.  Your acquisition of beginning concepts in theory and other topics in English Studies will be assessed in other portions of the evaluation and the grades in these areas will partly reflect your facility in correcting previous misinterpretations that resulted from a first reading of a difficult piece.  To determine your grade in this area, I will assess both the out-of-class and the short in-class writings.








Midterms and final exam


Your first take-home midterm will assess your understanding of our introduction to rhetoric, prose, and oral traditions.  Your second take-home midterm will assess your understanding of our introduction to poetry and drama.  Your final take-home exam will assess your understanding of the history of linguistic theory and debates over black English vernaculars and Ebonics.  All three exams will be in essay and/or short answer form.








Research paper


Another important skill that you will be learning as an English major is the ability to perform research and present the results of that research as a coherent whole.  Your research paper in this class will help both you and I to assess how well you are acquiring this skill and what else you might need to work on as you move through the major.  





You will be asked to turn in an annotated bibliography and a final draft.  On Thursday, April 4th, you will submit an annotated bibliography of 7 articles.  These articles must be located through the MLA database, or an equivalent scholarly database (if approved by me).  An annotated bibliography is a bibliography that summarizes each article in the space following each entry in the bibliography (usually a long paragraph per article is sufficient).  At least 5 of these articles must appear as works cited when you turn in the final draft of your paper on Wednesday, May 8th.  However, since all research is a gamble, you should discuss with me as soon as possible any problems that you are having in finding a way to synthesize the ideas in these 5 articles with your preferred angle of approach to the work.





The research paper should be 7-9 pages long, written in Times or Times New Roman font at 12 point or smaller, with 1 inch margins on all sides.  The paper must be a close analysis of the text chosen and must demonstrate research that closely relates to and draws upon this text.  It must have an interpretive argument about the primary text as a thesis statement.  Each paragraph of the paper should refer back to the thesis statement since the individual paragraphs are meant to be actively supporting the thesis statement.  Thesis statement must be a complex attempt to grapple with the issues of how the text creates meaning and how that meaning relates to relevant contexts, including contexts we have raised in discussions throughout the semester.  Papers that substitute materials outside the syllabus for materials on the syllabus or substantially concentrate upon materials outside the syllabus over materials on the syllabus will receive failing grades.


Workload


This course is designed to present you with a workload of approximately 6 hours per week of reading and writing outside of class.  Please plan accordingly.  Please let me know if you are regularly spending more than 6 hours per week on work for this class, so that together we can clarify my priorities for your learning.








Costs and resources


In an effort to save you money, I have placed several of our readings on reserve at Milner library or provided them outside my door or on my website.  Every students will be required to xerox each of these articles and bring them to class on the day that we are scheduled to speak about them.  (The practice of making one personal copy of a text is legal under current copyright law.)  If I begin to notice that students are arriving in class without personal copies of the articles or chapters assigned, I will begin collecting these copies as proof of adequate participation.  Those students who consistently fail to bring the required texts to class will have their participation grades lowered by one grade for every three days that they fail to turn in these xeroxes.  A guide to these readings may be found on my website: http://lilt.ilstu.edu/smkalte/default.htm  By my calculation, at a maximum of ten cents per page, these xeroxes should cost no more than about $25-30 total, much less than the cost of buying all the books needed or creating a course packet.








Grading Policies


All assignments (including participation) must be completed in order to receive a passing grade in this course.  No late assignments will be accepted.  Missing class on a day that an assignment is due is not a valid excuse for not turning in work on time.  





Writing assignments and papers will be accepted by email only as proof of timely completion.  However, no email attachments will be accepted for this purpose:  the text of the assignment must appear in the body of the message.  Due to limited departmental printing resources, only those writing assignments and papers received in hard copy subsequent to emailed proof of timely completion will be graded.  I grade and comment upon written assignments by hand only, not via computer.





If at any time, you have a question or complaint about a grade or my comments on an assignment, please see me in my office hours or schedule an appointment with me to discuss the matter.








Disabilities


The University supports diversity and compliance with federal anti-discrimination regulations regarding disabilities.  I attempt to be sensitive and understanding toward the wide range of visible and invisible disabilities experienced by individuals.  Any student in need of a special accommodation should contact 438-5853 (voice) or 438-8620 (TDD) in order to obtain an official letter documenting your disability.





Academic Dishonesty


I expect my students to maintain the highest standard of academic honesty.  You should make yourself familiar with the university policy on academic honesty, the penalties for violations of the policy, and your rights as a student. 





Please be aware that plagiarism (only one form of academic dishonesty) includes, but may not be limited to, using all or part of a source, either directly or in paraphrase, whether that source be published or taken from a fellow or former student, without acknowledging that source.  If you have a question specific to a paper you are working on, please bring it to my attention.  I am happy to discuss areas of ambiguity that may exist in your mind.





While students are expected and encouraged to share ideas and insights on the course concepts and materials, all written assignments and other graded components of the course must reflect the individual effort of the student being evaluated. Students found guilty of academic dishonesty will fail this course.  Cases of academic dishonesty may also be referred to the Department Chair and the Dean of Student Affairs.  Incidents of academic dishonesty can result in penalties up to and including expulsion from the university and are recorded on official transcripts.  








�
English 100:  Introduction to English Studies


Spring 2002





Schedule of readings and assignments


Please have each week’s reading fully completed by the Tuesday of that week








Week of Tuesday, January 15:  Introduction, Goals of the Major, and Preparing Your Portfolio





By Thursday, January 17:  Please read (1) the Goals of the English major and (2) Exploring Language, “Introduction:  Thinking and Reading Critically.”  Please also complete your portfolio and planning assignment.








Week of Tuesday, January 22:  Meditations on English Studies/Introduction to rhetoric and prose





Falling into Theory, Part One, edited by David Richter


“The Moccasin Game” by Gerald Vizenor (in Earth Song, Sky Spirit, Milner electronic reserves)





One-page or more conceptual synthesis and evaluation of Richter, Part One due Tuesday.








Week of Tuesday, January 29:  Meditations on English Studies/Introduction to rhetoric and prose





Falling into Theory, Part Two, edited by David Richter


“Socioacupuncture” by Gerald Vizenor (Milner electronic reserves)


Narrative Chance, “A Postmodern Introduction” by Gerald Vizenor (Dr. Kalter’s door or website)


Narrative Chance, “Trickster Discourse” by Gerald Vizenor (Dr. Kalter’s door or website)





One-page or more conceptual synthesis and evaluation of Richter, Part Two due Tuesday.








Week of Tuesday, February 5:  Meditations on English Studies/Introduction to oral traditions





Falling into Theory, Part Three, edited by David Richter


Keeping Slug Woman Alive by Greg Sarris





One-page or more conceptual synthesis and evaluation of Richter, Part Three due Tuesday.








�
Week of Tuesday, February 12:  Marxist Theory/Introduction to oral traditions





Voloshinov reading (Dr. Kalter’s door or website)


Rivkin and Ryan, Bakhtin readings, pp. 32-51 (Milner reserves)


Rivkin and Ryan, Marx readings, pp. 250-276 (Milner reserves)


From The White Roots of Peace, compiled by Paul A.W. Wallace (Dr. Kalter’s door or website)


“A Lynx in Time,” by Barbara Mann (Milner electronic reserves)


“The Ritual of Condolence,” translated by John Bierhorst (Milner electronic reserves)


“A Sign in the Sky,” by Barbara Mann and Jerry Fields (Milner electronic reserves)





One-page conceptual analysis of Voloshinov, Bakhtin (both), or Marx (any article except “Grundrisse”) due Tuesday.





Midterm handed out.








Week of Tuesday, February 19:  Introduction to research/Introduction to poetry





“Leda and the Swan” (handout) and in the Early Poems book:  “The Stolen Child,” “Fergus and the Druid,” “The Death of Cuchulain,” “A Faery Song,” “Who Goes with Fergus?,” “The Man Who Dreamed of Faeryland,” “To Ireland in the Coming Times,” “The Hosting of the Sidhe,” “The Song of Wandering Aengus,” “Mongan Laments…,” “Mongan Thinks…,” “The Song of Red Hanrahan,” “To a Child Dancing in the Wind,” “A Coat,” by William Butler Yeats





First take-home midterm due Tuesday.








Week of Tuesday, February 26:  Poststructuralist Theory/Introduction to poetry





Rivkin and Ryan, Derrida’s “Différance,” pp. 385-407 (Milner reserves)


Rivkin and Ryan, Foucault’s “The Order of Things,” pp. 377-384 and “The Archeology of Knowledge,” pp. 421-428 (Milner reserves)


Cahier d’un retour au pays natal by Aimé Césaire





One-page conceptual analysis of Derrida or Foucault due Tuesday.








Week of Tuesday, March 5:  New Historicist Theory/Introduction to drama





Rivkin and Ryan, Montrose reading, pp. 777-785 (Milner reserves)


Death and the King’s Horseman by Wole Soyinka





One-page conceptual analysis of Montrose due Tuesday.








Week of Tuesday, March 12:





SPRING BREAK:  Don’t break anything!








�
Week of Tuesday, March 19:  Postcolonial, Race, and Ethnicity Theories/Introduction to prose





Racial Formation in the United States by Omi and Winant, pp. 9-47 (Milner reserves)


The Predicament of Culture, “Identity in Mashpee” by James Clifford (Milner electronic reserves)


Rivkin and Ryan, Said reading, pp. 873-886 (Milner reserves)


“Freeways and Rest Hourse” by Khaled Mattawa, in the Post-Gibran Anthology (Milner reserves)


“Like a Christmas Tree” by Etel Adnan, in the Post-Gibran Anthology (Milner reserves)


“Ghosts Songs” by Kathryn Abdul-Baki, in the Post-Gibran Anthology (Milner reserves)


 “The Management of Grief” by Bharati Mukherjee (Milner electronic reserves)


“The Moths” by Helena María Viramontes (Milner electronic reserves)





One-page conceptual analysis of Omi and Winant or Clifford due Tuesday.





Midterm handed out.








Week of Tuesday, March 26:  Psychoanalytic Theory/Introduction to prose





Rivkin and Ryan, Deleuze and Guattari reading, pp. 206-214 (Milner reserves)


Rivkin and Ryan, Zizek reading, pp. 312-325 (Milner reserves)


Bone by Fae Myenne Ng





Second take-home midterm due Tuesday.








Week of Tuesday, April 2:  Feminist and Queer Theory/Introduction to prose





Rivkin and Ryan, Mulvey reading, pp. 585-595 (Milner reserves)


Rivkin and Ryan, Butler reading, pp. 722-730 (Milner reserves)


Rivkin and Ryan, Chodorow reading, pp. 769-774 (Milner reserves)


No-No Boy by John Okada





One-page conceptual analysis of Mulvey, Butler, or Chodorow due Tuesday.





Annotated bibliography due Thursday.








Week of Tuesday, April 9:  Reader-Response Theory/Introduction to issues in dialect & language





Sensational Designs by Jane Tompkins, chapter on Uncle Tom’s Cabin (Milner electronic reserves)


Spoken Soul, Part Three by John Rickford and Russell Rickford


A Short History of Linguistics, Chapters 1-2 by R.H. Robins





One-page conceptual analysis of Tompkins due Tuesday.








�
Week of Tuesday, April 16:  Cultural Studies Theory/Introduction to issues in dialect & language  





Rivkin and Ryan, Bourdieu reading, pp. 1028-1036 (Milner reserves)


Rivkin and Ryan, Adorno and Horkheimer reading, pp. 1037-1041 (Milner reserves)


Rivkin and Ryan, Radway reading, pp. 1042-1049 (Milner reserves)


Spoken Soul, Parts Four and Five by John Rickford and Russell Rickford


A Short History of Linguistics, Chapters 3-4 by R.H. Robins





One-page conceptual analysis of Bourdieu, Adorno and Horkheimer, or Radway due Tuesday.








Week of Tuesday, April 23:  Introduction to linguistic theories





A Short History of Linguistics, Chapters 5-6 by R.H. Robins





One-page conceptual & vocabulary synthesis/evaluation of Robins due Tuesday.








Week of Tuesday, April 30:  Introduction to linguistic theories





A Short History of Linguistics, Chapters 7-9 by R.H. Robins





One-page conceptual & vocabulary synthesis/evaluation of Robins due Tuesday.





Research paper on Ng or Okada, with annotated bibliography, due Thursday.





Final take-home exam handed out.








Wednesday, May 8 at 5:30 p.m.:





Final take-home exam due in the door paper-holders of Stv 420D
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