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Dear colleagues,

I'm writing to share a resource that seems potentially useful for "Intro to English Studies," "Senior Seminar," and/or other courses. 

On Feb. 20, 2010, I heard a story on NPR's All Things Considered about poetical and rhetorical analysis of a collection of tapes that formerly belonged to Osama Bin Laden, the Al-Qaida leader.  Professor Flagg Miller (UC-Davis) is looking at the poetical, linguistic, rhetorical, religious, ethical, and intellectual resources from which jihadis compose their messages urging attacks on their enemies, usually U.S. targets. 

One way of framing this project might be:  English Studies as national security.  Or, alternatively:  what English Studies can get you that $1 trillion in weaponry and 100,000 soldiers can't.  (These are my formulations, not Prof. Miller's.) 

Since we are always looking for scholarly projects that bring together the different aspects of English Studies as they play out in world affairs, especially for Eng. 100 and Eng. 300, I thought others might also make good use of this material. 

Unfortunately, Prof. Miller's book on this topic will not be out until 2012.  Meanwhile, we can at least get a glimpse of what he's learning by listening to the NPR story, for which you will find a link below. 

Best,

--Bob

-------- Original Message --------

Bob Broad thought you would be interested in this story: Bin Laden Tapes Show Jihadis Eat Breakfast, Too
http://www.npr.org/templates/story/story.php?storyId=123900484&sc=emaf


This message was included: 

Article on Bin Laden tapes and poetry as jihad. 

*Listen/Watch on NPR.org*
Many stories at NPR.org have audio or video content. When you visit the link
above, look for a "Listen" or "Watch" button.
For technical support, please visit NPR's Audio/Video Help page:
http://www.npr.org/help/media.html


-- 
Bob Broad
Professor of English
Illinois State University
Normal, IL  61790-4240

(309) 438-7704

