
Kenton Machina
Here are three student essays written very early in the semester a couple of years ago for this course.  The assignment was to write the strongest religiously-based argument for not allowing females to attend high school or college.  Use the standard grading sheet attached at the end of these essays to guide your evaluation of these pieces of writing, keeping in mind that the assignment required that the essays not be much longer than one page.

Please print the student essays and bring to class for discussion.







IDS 254: Comment sheet for analytical papers

What is this sheet for?
This sheet is intended to provide you with useful feedback on your essay, in terms of

several specific criteria.  These criteria will continue to be used in grading future work in
this course.  (For some papers in the future, it is also possible that some other criteria
specific to those papers will be announced.)

The criteria used for grading papers in this course are probably much the same ones
that will be used by people who evaluate papers or reports that you write in other
courses, on the job, or in other aspects of life. 

Don’t expect comments under every heading below.  Additionally, important
comments might be found in the margins of the paper, or at the end of this sheet.  The
final grade on the paper is not determined by a formula; it is an evaluation of the overall
quality of your paper.

Evaluation Criteria

1. Organization
a. Organization and focus within individual paragraphs

Evaluative comment:

b. Overall organization of the paper as a whole, with clear focus on the task at hand
Evaluative comment:

2. Elaboration and development
Sufficient elaboration on and development of your main points, using relevant material

Evaluative comment:

Kenton Machina
This is the actual grading sheet that will be used for your essays in this course.  You will receive a copy of this sheet (2 pages) with comments on your work, as a way of trying to help you see the strengths and weaknesses of your essays.



3. Depth
Does the paper skim the surface of the topic, or does it dig into it seriously?

Evaluative comment:

4. Truth and logic
Does the paper say things that could well be true?  Are strong, logical arguments
present when needed?

Evaluative comment:

5. Grammar, punctuation, spelling, proper use of citations for sources used  
(You must cite your sources when appropriate.)

Evaluative comment:

Comments:

Overall grade for this paper:
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