Com 160 Intro to Mass Communication
Paper 2 Assignment

The purpose of this assignment is to analyze the political content of a film.  A list of dramatic films (no documentaries) has been provided of movies that somehow take a stance regarding a social issue.  You will select ONE film from the list to watch outside of class and research the social issue portrayed.  Based on what you find, you will write a 2-3 page paper (STRICT length limitations still apply), as well as references, to be handed in on 4/19.   A sample paper will be posted on the website to give you an idea of what is required.  Your paper will consist of 3 parts: 

1) A general, researched discussion of the social issue portrayed in the film.  You will need to find at least 2 CREDIBLE sources for this section (The National Enquirer, MSN Encarta/Wikipedia, websites not associated with a reliable organization, interviews with friend’s cousin’s manicurist’s ex-milkman, etc.,  do NOT count as credible… unless, of course, your friend’s cousin’s manicurist’s ex-milkman is associated with a reliable organization ( ).  You will need to briefly mention the different sides of the issue (especially those portrayed in the film), as well as what was going at the time the movie was released.  THIS SECTION IS ABOUT THE ISSUE NOT THE MOVIE.  (note: it will benefit you greatly to read more sources than just 2… but you will only be required to cite 2)
2) A discussion of similar length regarding the film’s portrayal.  Does the film take on the entire issue, or does it only show one aspect?  What issue-related events occur throughout the movie?  Is the entire movie about the issue?  If only part of the movie is about the issue, what happens in those parts?  How does the film go about representing those involved?  As it will be your sole source for this information, you will need to accurately cite the film in this section.  

3) Finally, discuss what stance the film takes about the issue.  This can be tricky with movies that try to present the issue as a whole, but you need to decide which side of the issue the film supports the most.  Does the film attempt to be even-handed, or does it clearly argue for one opinion over others?  Is the film based on actual events?  If so, is it factually accurate, or does it veer from the truth?  The book and class lectures have armed you with an understanding of the business side of the media, now it is your chance to draw your own conclusions regarding the political views represented by the filmmakers.  You may use information from the text and/or lectures; but, if you choose to, it must also be cited accurately.  
This is NOT an exhaustive list of movies with social issues!  If there is a film that you would like to write about that is not on the list, e-mail me (mpslefi@ilstu.edu) at least 4 days before the paper is due and I will let you know whether or not it will work.  Also, e-mail me with any questions you have regarding the films, social issues portrayed, etc.  

	Title
	Year

	Accused, The
	1988

	All The President’s Men
	1976

	American History X
	1998

	Best Years of Our Lives, The
	1946

	Born on the Fourth of July
	1989

	Boys Don't Cry
	1999

	Citizen Ruth
	1996

	Coming Home
	1978

	Contender, The
	2000

	Cradle Will Rock
	1999

	Crucible, The
	1996

	Dead Man Walking
	1995

	Good Night & Good Luck
	2005

	Hotel Rwanda (see this free after class on 4/17)
	2004

	If These Walls Could Talk
	1996

	If These Walls Could Talk 2
	2000

	Insider, The
	1999

	Kinsey
	2004

	Kissing Jessica Stein
	2001

	Kramer vs. Kramer
	1979

	Million Dollar Baby
	2004

	Monster
	2003

	Mr. Smith Goes to Washington
	1939

	North Country
	2005

	One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest
	1975

	Primary Colors
	1998

	Requiem For a Dream
	2000

	Silkwood
	1983

	To Kill a Mockingbird
	1962

	Vera Drake
	2004

	Wag the Dog
	1997


Some Helpful Notes:

1)  cite sources properly; failure to do so will make both you and I very sad.

2)  if a source appears named in your paper, it must appear in the source list.

3)  if a source appears in your source list, it must appear in the body of the paper.

4) make sure your source list and in-text citations conform to either APA or MLA style
5) if Johnson, on his webpage, talks about Smith’s article in 2000, and you want to use the bit about Smith, then you should go to the Smith source, and you should ONLY cite the Smith source.  (After all, you’re not using what Johnson said; you’re using what Smith said, right?)

6) proofread, proofread, proofread; 3 proofreading errors will likely result in an F.

7)  if you make a claim, please support it with some kind of evidence… something!  Anything! (
8)  if you’re not sure, ask.
