Habitat for Humanity
International
Habitat for Humanity is a nonprofit, ecumenical Christian housing ministry.  HFHI seeks to eliminate poverty housing and homelessness from the world, and to make decent shelter a matter of conscience and action.
To accomplish these goals, HFHI invites people of all backgrounds, races and religions to build houses together in partnership with families in need.
Today, HFHI have built over 300,000 houses around the world, providing more than 1.5 million people in 3,000 communities with safe, decent, affordable shelter.

How to Contribute
There are a variety of ways to support ISU-IWU HFH’s work.
Contributions to the Collegiate Home project may be sent in care of the project’s fundraising chair, Tom Gerschick.  They may also be sent to Habitat for Humanity of McLean County and earmarked for the Collegiate Home.  To reach them, see the Contacts section of this brochure.
Many campus student organizations sponsor Habitat fundraisers throughout the year.  IWU and ISU students have a variety of opportunities to participate in fundraising throughout the year including Power of a Dollar and Trick-or-Treat for Change. For more information, please contact Tom Gerschick.
McLean County’s Habitat ReStore accepts in-kind donations of almost any items you take out of your home. Call 309-454-6047 to arrange for a pickup. 

 


Contacts:
Illinois State 
http://lilt.ilstu.edu/habitat
Tom Gerschick, fundraising coordinator
Dept. of Sociology and Anthropology
tjgersch@ilstu.edu       (309) 438-3734    
Gary Klass, project coordinator
Dept. of Politics and Government.
gmklass@ilstu.edu
Ed McKibbin, faculty advisor
Dean of Students Office 
egmckib@ilstu.edu
Joe Delazzer – Chapter President
jmdelaz@ilstu.edu	
Illinois Wesleyan
http://www.iwu.edu/~habitat
Santanam Kasturi, fundraising coordinator
Physics Department
skasturi@iwu.edu   (309) 556-3064
David Bollivar - Faculty Advisor
 Biology Department
dbolliva@iwu.edu
 Jenni Sobyra - Co-President
jsobyra@iwu.edu 
Kelsey Hample – Co-President 
khample@iwu.edu
Habitat for Humanity of McLean County
http://www.habitatmclean.org/
Bill McConnell, executive director
410 N. Prairie St, Bloomington
Phone: (309) 827-3931

Major Donors SECTION TBA
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The ISU-IWU Habitat Collegiate Home Project
Starting in 1995, the ISU-IWU Habitat student chapters, in partnership with Habitat for Humanity of McLean County have built one home every year in McLean County.  Habitat McLean coordinates home construction and selects and works with the families.  The 15th and 16th Collegiate homes will be built on West Grove St. in Bloomington, the first time that the two chapters will complete two homes in one year.  The homes will be the first LEED-certified single family homes in McLean County. Student volunteers work on every aspect of the project, including landscaping, framing, siding, roofing, drywall, insulation, and trim.  
Campus chapters raise funds from the Bloomington-Normal community to pay for construction.  Each Habitat Home in McLean County costs approximately $90,000 to build.
The ISU and IWU campus chapters do most of their work in partnership with the McLean County chapter of Habitat.  Since 1985, Habitat McLean has built over 100 homes.  
In 2006, the partnership of ISU, IWU, and McLean County Habitat for Humanity was the first finalist for the Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter Partnership Award for Campus-Community Collaboration.  The $7,000 first finalist award is given to universities and community groups who demonstrate commitment to improving their communities. 
The joint chapter has also been recognized with a second place ranking among the most successful Habitat student chapters in the nation.  [image: view]
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How to Volunteer
 Work begins with a groundbreaking ceremony, usually the first Saturday after Labor Day, and concludes with a house blessing at the end of April.  Student volunteers work from 8 a.m. to 12 p.m. Saturday mornings.  
Large groups and student organizations who wish to schedule a Saturday work day are asked also to participate in a fundraising project.  Individual volunteers at ISU are asked to sign up at the ISU chapter website.  Saturday volunteers are asked to sign up one week in advance.
To join the ISU HFH EMAIL listserv, send an email  to: listserv@ilstu.edu
with just one line of text:
SUBSCRIBE HFH-L 
To volunteer at IWU, contact the IWU chapter presidents.

Becoming a Habitat Homeowner
Some of the conditions that qualify as a housing need are inadequate housing, based on the status of a family's current living arrangements, and overcrowded conditions, based on the number of people living in the home, and the number, ages, and gender of children compared to the number of bedrooms in the home. Habitat will consider applications from families in subsidized housing.
Families will be considered if their annual total income is under the income guidelines for McLean County Habitat.  In addition families must demonstrate an ability to repay the no-interest loan for the home.  Families are expected to save $800 for a down payment and first year's insurance on the house and to openly and fully discuss their financial situation with Habitat Interviewers. In addition, the new home owners will be responsible for maintenance and repairs of the house.  Habitat is not a landlord.
Each Habitat family partners with Habitat by contributing sweat equity hours to both their own home construction and other Habitat functions. McLean County's requirements are 250 hours for a single adult, 500 hours for two adults, and 75 hours for each additional adult.
Website to apply:
http://www.habitatmclean.org/apply/

LEED-Certified Homes
The two ISU\IWU Collegiate Homes will be the first homes in McLean County certified by the Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) Green Building Rating System. LEED is an internationally recognized green building certification system,  providing third-party verification that a building or community was designed and built using strategies aimed at improving performance across all the metrics that matter most: energy savings, water efficiency, CO2 emissions reduction, improved indoor environmental quality, and stewardship of resources and sensitivity to their impacts.

Developed by the U.S. Green Building Council, LEED provides building owners and operators a concise framework for identifying and implementing practical and measurable green building design, construction, operations and maintenance solutions. 

LEED is flexible enough to apply to all building types – commercial as well as residential. It works throughout the building lifecycle – design and construction, operations and maintenance, tenant fitout, and significant retrofit. And LEED for Neighborhood Development extends the benefits of LEED beyond the building footprint into the neighborhood it serves.
To find out more visit the U.S. Green Building Council website:
http://www.usgbc.org/


Habitat Trade Partners: 
Whirlpool Corporation, Lowe’s, Issacson Construction, Wm. Masters, Inc,  Home Depot, Hermes Sales & Service, Dow Chemical, Springfield Electric, Scritchlow  Enterprises, Ed Jansen Carpet, Thermal Imaging Services, Lutheran Social Services, Residential Electric, Hundman Lumber, Local 99 Plumber and Pipefitters
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