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Instructional Technology for Historians

Spring 2001
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Monday 5:30 - 8:30




Schroeder 363 B, Ph. 438-5424

Schroeder 248



M 3:00-5:00; R 3:00-4:30 and by

e-mail: fddrake@ ilstu.edu
 


appointment

Purpose and Overview

This course is designed to give history graduate students and advanced History and Social Sciences Education students knowledge and practice in technology for their research, writing, and teaching. This course should help the technophile and technophobe use technologies, especially in teaching history and the social sciences. The state of Illinois through its educational policy making bodies deems it most important that all students and teachers possess knowledge that meet technology standards. Research from the Office of Technology Assessment (1995) suggests that there has been much focus on the impact of technology on students; little regard has been given for the implications technology has for teachers. Will it change the way teachers teach? How does technology affect transformative and mimetic theories of teaching? Does technology undermine the Cartesian view of the world? Is hypertext post-modern? We will consider these questions as well as discuss issues such as hypertext in historical context; history of technology’s use in the classroom; studio teaching; and evaluating web sites and CD-ROMS. Hopefully, you will feel that this course provides a framework for your future construction of knowledge and teaching as you become familiar with the internet, H-Net, e-mail, CD-ROMs, the scanning of documents, and the use of PowerPoint for presentations. Ultimately, you will construct a museum exhibit or technology presentation that will be useful in a history class you are currently teaching or will be teaching in the future.

Our course has three phases: (1) theories and ideas behind teaching and researching history using learning technologies; (2) current state of technologies in schools and the textbook industry; and (3) putting ideas into practice. Throughout the course, but particularly in phase one, we will discuss readings related to learning technologies and history and you will write several reviews. In phase two we will have two guest speakers –  a director of learning technologies at one of the most recognized public schools on technology in Illinois and a textbook representative who will illustrate with examples the directions the textbook industry is taking in this age of technology. In phase three you will put into practice what you know and have thought about regarding learning technologies. You will demonstrate what you know in two projects: (1) history learning standards in Illinois and the nation and (2) a museum project or presentation on a select historical topic. 

Overall Objectives

1. To galvanize oneself for the study of the human community and its past experiences.

2. To familiarize oneself with the variety of ways computers and technology can enhance history research, writing, and teaching.

3. To use technology in one’s own history research, writing, and teaching.

Specific Objectives
1. To find and evaluate web sites germane to history and the social sciences.

2. To assess an H-Net review of a controversial historical monograph.

3. To read and assess essays about the use of technology in history and social science instruction.

4. To integrate Internet sources into one’s research, writing, and teaching of history and the social sciences.

5. To assess CD-ROMs and integrate appropriate features into a presentation.

 6. To use PowerPoint in an instructional presentation.

 7. To assess a variety of software and integrate appropriate features into a presentation.

 8. To prepare guides for evaluation of web sites and software packages.

 9. To use a broad range of instructional technologies in the preparation and use of instructional materials.

10. To integrate technology into teaching objectives.

11. To review and apply state and national history standards.

12. To prepare and demonstrate a multimedia instructional unit.
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Assignments

1. Reading and discussion of select essays/chapters in Trinkle and Merriman, History.edu
2. Prepare a PowerPoint presentation relevant to Transmission and Constructivist Views on Teaching.

3. Two one- to three-page summaries from Articles listed above or with permission of Professor Drake one of the chapters not already required in the Trinkle and Merriman book, History.edu . 

4. Cross-reference state and national history standards and integrate your findings on 

      your webpage for other teachers.

5. Find at least ten History Web sites and assess their contributions relative to   

teaching and research potential. [I suggest that you examine websites relevant to your 

research interests and for your eventual project for this class.]

6. Review discussion of Atomic Bomb Controversy on http://h-net2.msu.edu/~diplo/balp.htm
In addition to finding and assessing web sites, you will read a discussion that has taken place on H-Net regarding the Atomic Bomb Controversy. I will provide historiography of the A-bomb decision. You will then review an H-Net discussion. The discussion can be found at this URL:   




http://h-net2.msu.edu/~diplo/balp.htm

You are to summarize the historical discussion in the context of the historiography of the atomic bomb decision and provide your comments about how this exemplar discussion on H-Net may or may not be of benefit in research and in teaching. To assist you I recommend that you read a paper book review by Alonzo L. Hamby which is to be found in The Journal of American History 83 (September 1997): 609-614. Hamby’s paper book review of Gar Alperovitz’s The Decision to Use the Atomic Bomb and the Architecture of an American Myth (as well as other works on the subject) may set the stage for reading the exchange of informed opinions on the H-Net site.

7.  Create a webpage.
8.  Create a guide to analyze a website.
9.  Create a Museum Exhibit or a historical inquiry –problem based approach using   
       primary sources from websites and other sources.
10.  Critique a Museum Exhibit or historical inquiry-problem based approach. 
Hard copies for all assignments are to be submitted. Also, all of the above assignments are to be sent as an attachment to this location: fddrake@ilstu.edu and/or submitted on a disk format.

Grading

For all assignments a letter grade will be deducted if it is late. Assessment is based on three dimensions: your Knowledge, your Reasoning, and your Communication, that is your ability to express what you know and understand. Make sure all your written work is the best representation of your abilities. Consider your audience for all written assignments to be professional historians. Quizzes and in-class assignments may be given during class and may not be made-up without the discretion of the instructor.

The Museum Exhibit or historical inquiry-problem based approach project is worth 40% of the final grade. All other assignments have an equal value to each other.

Attendance
There is a strong correlation between sporadic attendance and a low final grade. Class attendance is important for subjects and topics dealt with prominently in class are similarly given special attention on writing assignments and projects. Class time spent in Schroeder 248. One letter grade will be deducted upon the third missed session of class and for each session missed thereafter.

Museum Project

Frederick D. Drake

Adaptations from a NARA Lesson of Linda Clark, a teacher at Padua High School in Parma, Ohio and NCHE Member 

Key points in helping students create a Museum Project:
1. Help students analyze photographs, a skill that is in line with State of Illinois Standards, and is life-long in importance. 

2. Introduce students to the six VTN and 13 HOM. Provide for students with copies of the six VTN and 13 HOM and post them in your classroom.

3. Help students in the structure of their museum exhibit in the following ways: 

A. Tell students you want them to organize their museum exhibit around one of the VTN. 

B. Tell students you want them to use from 1 to 3 HOM as they select photographs (or any 

     other primary source) for their museum exhibit. 

C. Students should write a place card for each photograph (document) they determine should 

           belong in their museum exhibit. 

D. Each place card should include the VTN, HOM(s) and explication of at least the three 

basic questions that should always be asked about photographs (in the packet): time period, motive of  photographer, and effect on personal lives of individuals in the photograph. 

      E. Have each student write a museum script or story of the pictures and or other documents 

           that they include in their exhibit.
        F. Each student should display his or her work. (Tri-Folder, Poster Board)

SHARE THE RUBRIC WITH STUDENTS AHEAD OF TIME so it is not a surprise. 

Note that the VTN organizes the content in the Knowledge Dimension of the rubric. The HOM is a fundamental aspect of historical thinking, a part of the Reasoning Dimension. The display and the place card help determine the performance convention of the Communication Dimension. As students write a summary for each photograph they will address all three dimensions. And as they write a museum script or story they will be demonstrating their reasoning abilities. In particular, their writing about the VTN, HOM, and the three fundamental questions we can ask about photographs emphasize the Reasoning Dimension. In sum, the museum exhibit allows students to communicate what they know and understand. 
Course Schedule

    Session

Topic






Assignment
January 15

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day




No Class

January 22

Introduction and OverviewCartesian and Non- 
Reading:
Cartesian World; Transmission & Constructionist 
Transmission and
Views of Teaching; Why Technologies; 

Constructionist
The E-Frontier;




Views on


Using PowerPoint: An Overview

 
Teaching.






History.edu,
Introduction, Ch. 1

January 29
Transmission and Constructivist Views: 

Reading:
Discussion and Class Presentations 

History.edu, Chs. 

Presentation: Struggle Over the Curriculum

2, 3, and 4


Internet and E-mail

 

Webpage; http://lilt.ilstu.edu/fddrake/; 


Prepare Plan for
Webpage





February 5
            Creating Your Own Webpage
 (LILT)

Course Syllabus 

or other strategies to organize your website 

February 12

Creating Your Own Webpage 


Review 1 Due
 




State and National Standards



Read: 

History.edu, Chs. 12, 13




February 19

Evaluating History & Social Sciences Web Sites 





For Historians







Creating Guides for Analyzing History & Social

Sciences Web Sites for Historians

February 26
Field Trip: Lincoln-Way East and Central High   
Standards Due

Schools, Frankfort, Illinois. 




Mr. Dennis Schnierle, Technology Director


March 5
Guest Speaker: Mr. Kevin Meade,


 Review 2 Due
Prentice Hall







Textbooks and Technology





March 12

Spring Break

March 19

Historiography of Atomic Bomb: Gar 

 Ten Web sites
Alperovitz’ Intepretations 



 Review Due



Does the H-Net Discussion Inform Our




Understanding of the Atomic Bomb Decision?
March 26

Using Excel









April 2
Evaluating CD-ROMS



H-Net  Scanning Documents




Review








Due
April 9


Preparing Museum Exhibits or historical inquiry-




problem based approach

April 16

Preparing Museum Exhibits or historical inquiry-




problem based approach

April 23

Preparing Museum Exhibits or historical inquiry-




problem based approach

April 30

Presentations

May 7


Presentations




























